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1. Overview
1.1 This report describes and summarises the informal (non-statutory) pre-application
consultation carried out by Wrexham Power Limited (WPL) in respect of its proposals to
develop and operate the Wrexham Energy Centre (WEC), a combined cycle gas turbine
(CCGT) power station with a nominal generating capacity of up to 1,200 MWe (megawatts
electrical output) on the Wrexham Industrial Estate, and including the WEC's connections to
the national electricity and gas transmission systems.
1.2 WPL is a joint venture company between St. Modwen, the UKʼs leading regeneration
specialist and Glenfinnan. Both companies have extensive experience in the development
and regeneration of sites throughout the country and also have extensive experience in the
energy market.
1.3 The WEC is designated as a "nationally significant infrastructure project" under the Planning
Act 2008, as it has a proposed capacity in excess of 50 MWe. In accordance with the
Planning Act 2008, WPL is required to apply for a Development Consent Order (DCO) from
the Secretary of State for Energy and Climate Change. The Planning Inspectorate has been
given the remit of examining, on behalf of the Secretary of State, applications for nationally
significant infrastructure projects. Accordingly, WPL has registered the project and will
submit its application for a DCO in respect of the WEC to the Planning Inspectorate, who
will examine and consider the application and make a recommendation to the Secretary of
State. This process, including the manner in which consultation should be undertaken, is
prescribed in the Planning Act 2008.
1.4 The consultation described in this report precedes the formal consultation that will be
undertaken in accordance with Sections 42, 47 and 48 of the Planning Act 2008. Therefore,
this report describes and summarises the non-statutory consultation exercise that WPL
carried out, being an informal, introductory stage of consultation. However, WPL will have
regard to the feedback supplied and will amend its proposals where appropriate.
1.5 The informal, non-statutory stage of consultation took place over eight weeks, commencing
on Monday 11 June 2012 and closing on Sunday 5 August 2012. However, all of the
feedback received up to the publication of this report is summarised within this report. This
feedback is being considered by WPL and its initial responses are summarised in this
report. The influence on the project of the feedback received will be explained at the next
stage of consultation.
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1.6 This informal, non-statutory consultation has been undertaken in line with a published
Consultation Plan (Appendix 1), agreed with Wrexham County Borough Council. In
accordance with this plan, feedback at the informal stage of consultation was requested on:
•
•
•
•
•

the location for the WEC;
two further sites considered by WPL;
two corridors, through which an electrical connection could be made to National
Gridʼs Legacy Substation; located 1.3km west of Rhostyllen;
two corridors in which a connection could be made from the national gas network,
providing the fuel for the WEC; and
the overall project.

1.7 Over the course of consultation, 134 individuals visited exhibition events, 1,467 visits were
made to the project website, 60 feedback forms were returned to the WPL team, 42 emails
were received, 19 consultation phone calls were logged and meetings were held with key
individuals, community councils and organisations.
1.8 Through this consultation activity, it has been established at this early stage that:
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

the visual and environmental effects of the WEC need to be considered carefully in
the design and environmental assessment of the project;
some consultees prefer other potential sites for the WEC, predominantly the former
Firestone Factory site. This preference comes particularly from the villages of
Isycoed and Holt and the area around them;
from those expressing a preference, there is a clear preference for an electrical
connection to be made within the South Corridor (one of two options proposed)
the visual and environmental effect of the proposed electrical connection need to be
considered carefully in the design and environmental assessment of the project;
there is a slight preference for a gas connection to be made within the East Corridor
(one of two options proposed);
there appears to be less interest in the gas connection element of the proposals than
the WEC itself and its electrical connection; and,
the potential commercial and energy supply benefits of the WEC are acknowledged
by businesses on the Wrexham Industrial Estate and more widely.

1.9 In summary, it was found that there is broad support for the WEC particularly from
businesses on the Wrexham Industrial Estate, but also more widely. There are concerns
around the visual and environmental effects of the WEC from residents of Isycoed/Bowling
Bank and Holt as well as along the electrical connection route corridors. Amongst the wider
community there is a clear preference for routeing the electrical connection through the
South Corridor.

6
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1.10 Full details of the consultation undertaken, the feedback received and WPLʼs initial
response are provided in the body of this report.
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2. Background to the project
Introduction
2.1 This section summarises the background to the Wrexham Energy Centre project.

The national need for stable and secure power
2.2 The UK faces a significant challenge in meeting growing demand for power across the UK.
At the same time it has to replace ageing nuclear power stations as well as coal and oil-fired
power stations that do not comply with EU emissions directive, the Large Combustion Plant
Directive. This states that all non-compliant plants will have to close after either 20,000
hours of generation after 1 January 2008 or, at the latest, 31 December 2015. The first
plants to close under these rules will cease generation in spring 2013 at which point they
will have reached their maximum hours. This demonstrates that the generation is required,
as the plants will have reached their maximum hours nearly three years early.
2.3 At present it is anticipated that, if new power generation is not built, the UK will experience
shortfalls in supply from winter 2014 onwards. The growing reliance on wind power also
leaves the national supply of electricity vulnerable to the UKʼs variable climate.

The regional need for stable and secure power
2.4 The Wrexham area is a net importer of power, meaning that it consumes more power than it
produces. Providing a power station on the Wrexham Industrial Estate would help to
address this imbalance and improve the security of supply in the county borough area,
including the Wrexham Industrial Estate, one of Europeʼs largest industrial estates.

The Wrexham Energy Centre
2.5 WPL proposes to apply for a DCO to build and operate the WEC, a CCGT power station
with a nominal generating capacity of up to 1,200 MWe (megawatt electrical) on the
Wrexham Industrial Estate in North Wales. It is proposed that the application would also
include the WECʼs connections to the national electricity and gas transmission systems.
2.6 CCGT power stations use gas and steam to generate power. Gas and compressed air are
combusted and fed into a turbine, which drives a generator to create electricity. The heat
generated by this process is captured to generate steam. This steam is fed, under pressure,
into a steam turbine that generates additional electricity. This allows a CCGT power station
to be extremely efficient when compared to a traditional gas, coal or oil-fired power station.
8
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2.7 Furthermore the WEC will:
contribute to replacing 22GW of lost generation nationally;
provide a reliable and flexible source of power that can be brought on and offline as
and when required which will support renewables;
• create up to 50 direct, permanent jobs, and support further jobs indirectly through
ongoing maintenance and supply contracts;
• create up to 1,200 temporary construction jobs;
• increase the security of electrical supply to the Wrexham Industrial Estate and its
existing 300+ businesses, who between them employ over 7,000 people;
• seek to increase the competitiveness of the Wrexham Industrial Estate through
measures such as a district heating system.
•
•

2.8 As the WECʼs generating capacity will be in excess of 50 MWe, it is classed as a “nationally
significant infrastructure project” (NSIP) under the Planning Act 2008 and as such, a DCO
from the Secretary of State for Energy and Climate Change is required.
2.9 After extensive due diligence and site search, WPL identified Kingmoor Park South, situated
on the Wrexham Industrial Estate, as its preferred site for the WEC (this site is referred to
as the “preferred Kingmoor Park South site” in this report). This brownfield site was formerly
occupied by a fibreglass factory that was demolished in 2005. In addition, planning
permission for a 500,000 sq ft high bay industrial and warehouse building on the site was
granted in 2010. A plan of the preferred site is provided in Appendix 2. Before WPL makes a
final decision on the site for the WEC, WPL requested feedback during the informal, nonstatutory consultation described in this report on the preferred WEC site as well as two
alternative sites identified by WPL. WPL is now considering all the feedback received on the
sites before it makes its final site choice.

WECʼs electrical connection
2.10 Following initial discussions with the National Grid, National Gridʼs Legacy Substation,
1.3km west of Rhostyllen, has been identified as the electrical connection point for the
WEC. This substation has the capacity to take power from the WEC.
2.11 National Gridʼs Legacy Substation is located 10km west of the preferred WEC site,
Kingmoor Park South. The connection is likely to take the form of a high voltage overhead
power line, with its exact route to be determined through consultation and environmental
field survey work. A map of the potential corridors through which this connection could be
made is provided in Appendix 3.
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WECʼs gas connection
2.12 The WEC requires a connection from the national gas transmission network. A spur of this
network terminates at the former Maelor Gas Works site (c. 3km south of the preferred WEC
site at Kingmoor Park South). As with the electrical connection, the exact route of this
connection will be determined through consultation and environmental field survey work. A
map of the areas through which this connection could be made is provided in Appendix 4.

10
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3. Planning the consultation
Introduction
3.1 This section explains how the approach to the informal, non-statutory consultation was
developed to ensure the consultees were introduced to the proposals at the informal stage
of consultation.

Producing a Consultation Plan
3.2 Prior to consultation commencing, a Consultation Plan (Appendix 1) was drafted and agreed
with Wrexham County Borough Council (Wrexham CBC). This plan set out how WPL would
introduce the project to consultees and seek feedback on the proposals that would aid the
siting and design of the WEC and its associated connections to the national electricity and
gas transmission networks.
3.3 The Consultation Plan will influence the form and content of a formal Statement of
Community Consultation (SOCC), which is required under the Planning Act 2008, before
commencement of the formal, statutory stage of consultation. The SOCC will be drafted by
WPL and issued to Wrexham CBC for consultation before being finalised and published.
The SOCC will set out how WPL will consult the local community in accordance with Section
47 of the Planning Act 2008.

Consulting on Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects
(NSIP)
3.4 The proposed WEC is designated as a “Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project” under
Section 15(2) of the Planning Act 2008, as its generating capacity is greater than 50 MWe.
WPL is therefore required to apply for a Development Consent Order (DCO) from the
Secretary of State for Energy and Climate Change. The application will be submitted to the
Planning Inspectorate, which will examine and consider the application and make a
recommendation to the Secretary of State for Energy and Climate Change. This process,
including the manner in which consultation should be undertaken, is prescribed in the
Planning Act 2008.
3.5 The primary policy basis for decisions made by the Secretary of State is National Policy
Statement EN1, which sets out the broad approach to meeting the UKʼs energy
requirements and sets out the UK governmentʼs policy around fossil fuel electricity
generating infrastructure.
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3.6 The DCO application process is set out in the Planning Act 2008, which also details the
manner in which consultation should be undertaken, with which parties, and how it should
be publicised. Before commencement of the formal consultation process, WPL will identify
all of the consultees necessary to comply with Section 42 of the Planning Act 2008.
3.7 WPL has carried out informal, non-statutory consultation in advance of the prescribed
process. Accordingly, the consultation recorded in this report is informal, non-statutory
consultation that has been undertaken in the spirit of the process set out in the Planning Act
2008. By consulting informally, feedback can be gathered at an earlier stage in the projectʼs
design cycle.
3.8 Additionally, this preliminary round of the informal, non-statutory consultation has allowed
WPL to consider the approach taken to consulting the community, identifying which
methods have proved effective and those that could be altered and/or improved ahead of
producing the SOCC.
3.9 Consultation has been undertaken with the local community informally but will be
undertaken formally, as required by Section 47 of the Planning Act 2008, at the next stage
of consultation. This includes the production of a SOCC, setting out what will be consulted
on and how the consultation will be undertaken.
3.10 In this instance the local community is defined as the community living within the core
consultation zone and outer consultation zone (shown in Appendix 5).
3.11 Section 43 of the Planning Act 2008 sets out which local authorities should be consulted
with in order to satisfy the duty to consult set out in Section 42 at the formal stage of
consultation. At this informal stage of consultation, WPL fully briefed Wrexham County
Borough Council (Wrexham CBC) on the proposals as well as agreeing the Consultation
Plan with it. Consultation will be undertaken with the following additional local authorities at
the formal stage of consultation:
•
•
•
•
•

Chester
Flintshire
Denbighshire
Powys
Shropshire.

3.12 Section 44 of the Planning Act 2008 identifies three categories of consultee.
ʻCategory 1ʼ consultees are those persons who are a tenant or owner of land directly
affected by NSIP proposals. ʻCategory 2ʼ consultees are those persons who are interested
in this land or have the power to sell, convey or release the land affected by the NSIP
proposal. ʻCategory 3ʼ consultees are those persons that could be entitled to claim under
Compulsory Purchase Legislation or the Land Compensation Act. Through informal
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consultation with the local community, a number of possible Section 44 consultees have
already been engaged with ahead of formal consultation. At the formal stage of consultation,
all these consultees will be identified and notified in the prescribed manner.

Consulting in stages
3.13 Consultation on the WEC has been devised to take place over two stages:
1.

Stage one – informal, non-statutory consultation (and the subject of this report). This
stage allows for the proposals to be introduced to the consultees at an early point,
allowing feedback to be gathered on key elements of the proposal and to help inform
the proposals going forward;

2.

Stage two – formal, statutory consultation pursuant to Sections 42, 47 and 48 of the
Planning Act 2008, as well as the published SOCC (this is expected to take place in
the first half of 2013). Detailed proposals including, but not limited to, landscape and
visual impact assessment, choice of site, the route corridors for the gas and electrical
connections and environmental information will be available at this stage.

3.14 If necessary, depending on the feedback received from the second stage, a third stage of
consultation may be held before WPL submits its application for a DCO to the Planning
Inspectorate.

Proposed consultation over a wide area
3.15 The proposals for the WEC and its connections to the national electricity and gas networks
span a broad geographical area. The Consultation Plan was drafted to account for this and
proposed a number of communication methods to promote engagement with a dispersed
community spread over a wide area.
3.16 The first step was to identify the area in which consultation would take place. For this
purpose two zones were identified, comprising a core consultation zone and an outer
consultation zone (Appendix 5).
3.17 The core consultation zone was drawn up around the location of the preferred WEC site and
the proposed route corridors for the electricity and gas connection routes.
3.18 The core consultation zone captured those consultees who might consider that they would
be directly affected by the project through their proximity to proposed elements of the WEC
and/or its connections. This zone included villages such as Isycoed and Marchwiel,
businesses and their employees on the Wrexham Industrial Estate and residents living in
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the vicinity of National Gridʼs Legacy Substation, 1.3km west of Rhostyllen, into which the
WECʼs connection to the national electricity transmission network will be facilitated.
3.19 The outer consultation zone was defined as containing those stakeholders who might not be
affected by the project, given their distance from the proposed WEC and route corridors, but
who might still have an interest in the proposals.
3.20 The outer consultation zone extended to cover the town of Wrexham and villages located
outside of the core consultation zone.

Proposed engagement with consultees
3.21 It was proposed that the most up-to-date information would be provided on a dedicated
project website with an associated email address, from which project documentation could
be downloaded. Consultees would also be able to call the project team using a Freephone
number or write to the team using a Freepost address.
3.22 Direct communications materials are an effective way of notifying the community. For this
reason, it was proposed that a project leaflet introducing the proposals and guiding
recipients to further sources of information be produced and circulated to the core
consultation zone.
3.23 It was also important to provide consultees with an opportunity to meet the project team in
person. For this reason a series of public exhibition events were proposed at accessible and
well known venues spread along the route of the proposals.
3.24 Using existing channels of communication with the community would allow the project team
to further disseminate information. For this reason, presentations to community councils
were offered. If requested, presentations would also be offered to civic or amenity groups.
Alongside this, meetings with political representatives would be held, informing them of what
was proposed in their respective wards and constituencies.
3.25 Inspection copies of project documentation such as technical notes would be produced and
made available online, at exhibition events and on request.
3.26 Hard-to-reach groups are generally defined as being those individuals or groups who are
marginalised, disadvantaged or socially excluded. WPL acknowledged that ʻhard-to-reachʼ
groups might require information in alternative formats. To accommodate this, WPL
committed to making information available in alternative formats, if requested, in the
Consultation Plan. No such requests were received.

14
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3.27 Welsh language translations of the core consultation materials would also be made
available and publicised, including, but not limited to, the project leaflet, the project website
and the display boards used during the public exhibitions.

Proposed advertising of the consultation
3.28 Widely placed advertising of the consultation would ensure that stakeholders should be
aware of the proposals and could therefore participate in the consultation process.
3.29 No one consultation tool or method guarantees that all stakeholders will be reached. The
Consultation Plan thus provided that the consultation would be promoted through a range of
other media channels. These included advertising in a locally circulated newspaper, press
releases to other media, posters on community hall notice boards, direct mailshots, radio
interviews, press briefings as well as a launch presentation to the members of the Wrexham
CBC, who in turn could inform residents of their respective wards.
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4. Carrying out the consultation
Introduction
4.1 This section details the approach taken to consulting stakeholders, how the informal, nonstatutory consultation was undertaken and the channels provided to consultees to submit
feedback.

What WPL consulted on
4.2 At this stage, the project proposals were only at a formative stage and therefore WPLʼs
broad considerations around siting and design options were presented. Consultees were
asked to provide feedback on:
•
•
•
•

the general location of the WEC, including WPLʼs preferred site at Kingmoor Park
South and alternatives at Kingmoor Park North and the former Firestone Factory site;
three indicative layouts for the WEC on the preferred Kingmoor Park South site;
two corridors (North and South) through which the electrical connection to National
Gridʼs Legacy Substation could be made;
two corridors (East and West) through which the gas connection could be made to
the national transmission system.

4.3 The project team will consider the feedback supplied by consultees and assess these
representations while developing the detailed design. This design will be shown at the next
stage of consultation.

Preliminary discussions with Wrexham County Borough
Council
4.4 Prior to commencing the consultation process, WPL had carried out detailed analysis of the
energy provision in the UK to identify locations for the construction of gas-fired power
stations. Wrexham was identified as a location and Wrexham Industrial Estate as a suitable
area due to its proximity to both electrical and gas connection points as well as being a
large and important employment zone for the area.
4.5 Since late 2009, WPL has engaged with officers and members of Wrexham CBC to explain
and outline the proposals and discuss the potential of developing a gas-fired power station
on the Wrexham Industrial Estate. Summaries of those meetings are outlined below.

16
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4.6 26 November 2009 – representatives of WPL met with Wrexham CBC officers. At that
meeting the power station concept and the associated electrical and gas connections, the
potential requirement for a carbon dioxide pipeline as well as the potential for a heat
network for adjoining occupiers were outlined. There was a discussion on potential sites that
were large enough to accommodate such a development. A council planning officer
confirmed that in principle the proposal would be acceptable to the Local Planning Authority
but on the basis of a single user only for the whole site, and not a dual user, so as to comply
with Policy E3 of the UDP.
4.7 11 June 2010 – representatives of WPL took three officers from Wrexham County Borough
Council on a tour of Corby Power Station in Northamptonshire so that they could inspect a
similar plant to that which is being proposed at Wrexham Industrial Estate.
4.8 9 September 2010 – WPL met Wrexham CBC officers together with the Leader of the
Council and the Economic Development portfolio holder. In order to provide an
understanding of the WEC concept, WPL presented using the Kingmoor Park North site, as
it was the only available site large enough to accommodate the WEC proposal at the time. It
was agreed that a presentation to a Council Member Workshop should be arranged to
inform members of the proposals and to answer questions.
4.9 17 November 2010 – WPL presented the proposals to a Council Member Workshop. A copy
of the presentation that was given is provided in Appendix 6. After the presentation was
given questions were asked covering site selection, overhead power lines, carbon transport
and visible smoke and vapour plumes.
4.10 Since November 2010 – further extensive due diligence has been carried out by WPL on the
proposals. On the 3 February 2012 representatives of WPL took three officers from
Wrexham County Borough Council on a tour of Severn Power Station in Newport, South
Wales, so that they could inspect a recently completed plant, similar to that which is being
proposed at Wrexham Industrial Estate. WPL worked with Wrexham CBC to develop and
agree a Consultation Plan in order to launch the project. The Consultation Plan was agreed
on 18 April 2012.

Launching the consultation
4.11 The informal stage of consultation was launched on Monday 11 June and closed on Sunday
5 August, a period of eight weeks.
Presentation to Wrexham County Borough Council
4.12 The informal, non-statutory consultation was launched at a presentation to members and
officers of Wrexham CBC on Monday 11 June 2012. At this presentation, WPL introduced
the proposals and provided details on how the consultation would be carried out. A letter
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and project leaflet were sent to all councillors ahead of this presentation to give them
background information regarding WPLʼs proposal and the content of the presentation.
4.13 Following the launch, local councillors were directly contacted for a telephone briefing on the
proposals so any initial questions or clarification on the process could be answered. The
following councillors spoke to a member of WPL:
•
•
•

Cllr Mark Pritchard – Esclusham ward – 20 June 2012
Cllr John Pritchard – Marchwiel ward – 20 June 2012
Cllr Michael Morris – Holt ward – 26 June 2012

These councillors represented some of those wards closest to WPLʼs preferred Kingmoor
Park South site and the proposed corridors through which a connection to the national
electricity and gas transmission networks could be made.
Notifying the Planning Inspectorate (PINS)
4.14 WPL notified the Planning Inspectorate of its intention to consult on its proposals on 15
June 2012.
Project documentation
4.15 To support the consultation and provide consultees with the information they required to
make informed decisions, the following documents were made available at the public
consultation events. In addition, all consultation documentation was uploaded and available
on the project website – www.Wrexham-Power.com as well as at exhibition events:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

18

Consultation Plan, which set out the approach to consulting the community;
Project Summary, a summary of the proposals;
Site plans, showing the preferred WEC site at Kingmoor Park South and the two
alternative site options on the Wrexham Industrial Estate;
Project Needs Case, an explanation of why the WEC is required;
Strategic Options Report, a report on the options considered for the site of the
proposals;
Sustainability Technote, an explanation of how the project would respond to
sustainable development policy;
Ecology Technote, an explanation of the environmental policy and physical
constraints considered in siting the WEC;
Landscape Technote, a report setting out the landscape and visual considerations to
be taken in siting the WEC and its connections;
Historical Technote, an explanation of how the historical and archaeological
character of the area is to be taken into account in the siting of the WEC and its
connections;
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•
•

•
•

•

•
•
•

Planning Technote, a report summarising relevant national and local planning
policies that are being considered in bringing the proposed WEC forward;
Constraints Map, a map of environmental constraints such as flood plains, protected
conservation sites that have been considered in selecting the preferred WEC site and
route corridors for the electrical and gas connections;
Plans of three indicative power station layouts, which demonstrated how the WECʼs
main buildings and plant could be orientated on the preferred site;
Electrical Connection Corridor Plan, a plan showing the two corridors in which an
electrical connection to National Gridʼs Legacy Substation, 1.3km west of Rhostyllen,
could be made;
Gas Connection Corridor Plan for the two corridors in which a gas connection to a
spur of the national transmission network could be made, close to the former Maelor
Gas Works;
The Holford Rules, a guidance document on siting and design of overhead lines
devised by Lord Holford and reviewed by National Grid;
Electromagnetic Fields Booklet, a booklet produced by the Energy Networks
Association, providing facts and information on electromagnetic fields; and,
EU Large Combustion Plant Directive, the European Union Directive which seeks to
reduce sulphur dioxide and nitrogen oxides and is predominantly responsible for the
closure of a number of non-compliant coal-fired and oil-fired power stations.

Welsh language materials
4.16 In summary, the Consultation Plan states that:
•

•

summaries of the Statement of Community Consultation, each feedback report, the final
consultation report, the project website, the project leaflet, exhibition boards and other
consultation materials would be provided in Welsh; and,
bilingual staff would be available at consultation events.

4.17 This commitment to providing key materials in Welsh was fulfilled during the informal
consultation stage. Exhibition boards, the project leaflet, the project website, sign-in sheets,
adverts and posters were provided in Welsh and English and a Welsh-speaking member of
the team was present at each consultation event. A summary of this feedback report is also
available in Welsh.
Consulting over a wide area
4.18 It is one of WPLʼs core objectives to ensure that the local community is provided with an
opportunity to participate in each stage of consultation. No single communication method
will reach everyone, so the Consultation Plan proposed a number of methods for reaching
stakeholders and the local community living in and around Wrexham Industrial Estate and
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the electricity and gas corridors, including the surrounding villages and isolated hamlets.
These comprised:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

a project website
a project leaflet
media coverage
a touring public exhibition
presentations and meetings
inspection copies
approaches for hard to reach groups.

4.19 These methods are considered in turn below.
Project website
4.20 A bilingual project website (www.Wrexham-Power.com) was created. The website provides
a summary of the project and how visitors could participate in the consultation. The website
also includes a library from which copies of supporting project documents, plans and maps
could be downloaded. In total, this website attracted 1,467 visitors between 11 June 2012
and 5 August 2012. Screenshots of the website are included in Appendix 7.
Project leaflet
4.21 A bilingual project leaflet was produced and hand-delivered to properties within the core
consultation zone. A copy of this leaflet is provided in Appendix 8. In total, 6,000 were handdelivered to addresses in the core consultation zone.
4.22 The leaflet introduced the project and pointed recipients to where they could find further
information, how they could contact the team, the dates for the exhibition events and a
Freepost response form that could be used to provide initial feedback. Four completed
Freepost response forms were returned. The points they raised and WPLʼs initial responses
are included in Appendix 33.
4.23 The project leaflet was hand-delivered by a distribution company to the core consultation
zone. The distribution company undertook checks into its delivery, including asking some
recipients to confirm they had received materials by signing a receipt. An example of this
receipt is included in Appendix 20. While the majority of residents received the leaflet, some
told WPL that they had not. However, the project leaflet was one of many methods of
promoting the consultation, none of which functioned in isolation. On 12 and 13 June 2012,
a member of the WPL project team also called, door to door, on those residents living in the
immediate vicinity of the preferred WEC site, Kingmoor Park South, on Bryn Lane and along
the B5130 in Isycoed, to reinforce local awareness of the consultation and ensure a copy of
the project leaflet had been delivered. If a resident was not at home, a project leaflet was left
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at the address. Project leaflets were also sent to all businesses on the Wrexham Industrial
Estate.
4.24 The public consultation event publicity was also provided to the editor of the Isycoed
Newsletter, a voluntarily-produced community publication. The Isycoed newsletter carried
these details, and was hand-delivered around the village of Isycoed in the week
commencing 25 June 2012.
Publicity
4.25 The consultation was publicised through a range of media channels, including:
•

•
•

•

•
•

•

Letters were sent on 8 June 2012, to arrive on 11 June 2012, to key community groups,
businesses, councillors and organisations notifying them of the consultation launch and
public events (a schedule of those written to is included in Appendix 9 and a copy of the
letter is provided in Appendix 10);
A bilingual advertisement was placed in the locally-circulated Wrexham Leader on
Thursday 14 June 2012 (provided in Appendix 11);
A press release promoting the start of the consultation period (provided in Appendix 12)
was issued to local media and led to articles in the local press, radio, BBC North Wales
website, amongst others. WPL was contacted directly by journalists for comment and
journalists also attended the consultation events;
A press briefing was given to the Wrexham Leader on 15 June 2012, resulting in articles
on its website. A radio interview was given to Heart FM, a popular local radio station on
2 July 2012. Details of the project and consultation were provided including that public
exhibition events were taking place. These details were then broadcast that day as a
part of a news bulletin update. Additionally, journalists attended the exhibition event on 2
July 2012 and took photographs of the event;
Bilingual posters were posted to each of the exhibition venues on 25 June 2012
(provided in Appendix 13);
A further press release was provided prior to the start of the public exhibition week
providing details of the locations and the times of the event. A copy of the press release
and an example press cutting is attached in Appendix 14; and,
The Isycoed Newsletter carried details of the consultation and dates of the public
exhibition events.

Public exhibitions
4.26 Public exhibition events were held across five days in venues that were in close proximity to
the Wrexham Industrial Estate or the WECʼs infrastructure connections. Events took place
between 2pm and 8pm on the following days and locations:
•

Monday 2 July 2012 – Marchwiel Community Hall, Piercy Avenue, LL13 0RH
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•
•
•
•

Tuesday 3 July 2012 – Rhostyllen Parish Hall, Vicarage Hill, LL14 4AR;
Wednesday 4 July 2012 – Atrium Suite, Redwither Tower, Wrexham Industrial Estate,
LL13 9XT;
Thursday 5 July 2012 – Stiwt Theatre, Broad Street, Rhosllanerchrugog, LL14 1RB; and,
Friday 6 July 2012 – Parciau Community Centre, Bellevue Road, LL13 7NH.

4.27 A map showing the location of the five venues is provided in Appendix 15.
4.28 A total of 120 consultees signed in to exhibition events and a headcount of 134 was taken.
4.29 A breakfast event was also held for local businesses and key stakeholders on Wednesday 4
July 2012 at Redwither Tower at the Wrexham Industrial Estate. This was to allow
businesses on the Wrexham Industrial Estate an opportunity to discuss the plans with the
project team. Local ward councillors, Welsh Assembly Members and Members of
Parliament were also invited to this event.
4.30 At each of the events listed above, attendees could view a series of bilingual exhibition
boards that detailed the proposals and explained the context in which the project was being
brought forward, allowing consultees to provide informed feedback. In summary, the
exhibition boards:
• welcomed attendees and introduced the dayʼs event and WPL;
• explained what the WEC was;
• set out why new generation is required;
• explained how the WEC would function;
• described what a similar CCGT looks like;
• set out the benefits that could be brought to Wrexham and the Wrexham Industrial
Estate;
• detailed WPLʼs preferred site and invited comments on other sites considered;
• demonstrated how the WEC could be orientated on the preferred site;
• mapped areas in which the gas and electrical connections could be made;
• explained how feedback could be submitted and the role of PINS; and,
• set out the next steps and timeline for the project.
4.31 Copies of the exhibition boards are provided in Appendix 16.
4.32 Printouts of the supporting documentation and plans were made available and members of
the project team were on hand, including a Welsh speaker, to answer questions. At each
event, attendees could complete a feedback form in English or in Welsh or return a
completed form via the projectʼs freepost address. Those who completed the feedback form
at the event could post a copy into a ballot box available at each event. A copy of the
English feedback form is provided in Appendix 17. A copy of the Welsh feedback form is
provided in Appendix 18.
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Presentations and meetings
4.33 Presentations, which included a Question and Answer session, were given to the following
community councils, which are located within the core consultation zone and who had
meetings scheduled during the consultation period:
•
•
•

Abenbury Community Council – Wednesday 11 July 2012;
Isycoed Community Council – Tuesday 17 July 2012; and,
Sesswick Community Council – Thursday 19 July 2012.

4.34 These presentations were arranged with community councillors or the relevant council clerk
and their purpose was to provide a further channel of information to the community as well
as providing an opportunity to focus on project issues that affected their locality. The
presentation introduced WPL, the national energy scene, the WEC, the benefits it could
bring to Wrexham, how the WEC could function, key elements of the proposed design and
appearance, the consultation that was underway and the expected timeline for the delivery
of the proposals.
4.35 In addition to the engagement with community councils, meetings and presentations to
introduce the project and explain the purpose of the consultation, were held with key
individuals, elected representatives, and businesses, as set out chronologically below:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

The Planning Inspectorate – Friday 15 June 2012;
Kelloggʼs – Friday 6 July 2012;
Ian Lucas MP – Friday 12 July 2012;
Prysmian Cables – Friday 20 July 2012;
Lesley Griffiths AM – Friday 20 July 2012;
Cllr Neil Rogers, Wrexham Council Leader – Wednesday 5 September 2012;
Susan Elan Jones MP – Wednesday 12 September 2012;
Countryside Council for Wales and the Environment Agency – 26 September 2012;
Presentation to businesses on the Wrexham Industrial Estate on energy supply and
usage – 27 September 2012;
Ian Lucas MP, Lesley Griffiths AM, representatives of Yale College and
representatives of Glyndwr University, regarding potential future vocational training
and employment – 27 September 2012;
National Trust Erddig – 27 September 2012;
AST Plastics, a significant power user with expansion plans – 28 September 2012;
and,
Ken Skates AM – 28 September 2012.
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Inspection copies
4.36 Consultation documentation was provided on the project website,
www.Wrexham-Power.com, and at the public exhibition events. As WPL was not
undertaking formal consultation, a formal notice of deposit locations was not produced,
however information was provided on the website and could be issued in paper format on
request. At the formal stage of consultation, deposit locations will be agreed with WPL and
advertised in the manner prescribed in the Planning Act 2008.
Hard-to-reach groups
4.37 In addition to acknowledging the need to engage proactively with those groups and
individuals who traditionally fall within the definition of ʻhard-to-reachʼ, WPL recognises that
those living in more isolated rural areas could also be considered ʻhard-to-reachʼ due to their
separation from the wider community. WPL therefore expressly sought a distribution
company with experience of delivering information to isolated properties. Despite this, while
the majority of consultees received the project information leaflet, some told WPL they had
not. WPL will therefore review its approach to leaflet distribution to seek to reduce this. The
team remains open to presenting to groups who may require information in a different
manner and will take Wrexham CBCʼs advice on such initiatives.
Feedback
4.38 During the consultation period, consultees were invited to provide written feedback using
feedback forms which were available at the public exhibition events and could also be filled
in online through the project website. A total of 25 paper feedback forms was submitted at
the events with a further 35 online feedback forms completed, either on a laptop available at
the events or after the events.
4.39 Feedback could also be submitted via:
•
•
•

a Freepost address
a Freephone project number
a project email address.

4.40 The feedback received during the public exhibition events was recorded and immediate
questions posed to the team were answered. Written feedback and questions have been
addressed in this feedback report.
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4.41 WPL provided the following freepost address:
Wrexham Power Limited
Local Dialogue LLP
FREEPOST NAT3717
London
SE1 2BR
4.42 Consultees could also call 0800 319 6185, Monday to Friday between 9:00am and 5:30pm
and speak to a member of the project team, or email info@Wrexham-Power.com with their
feedback.
4.43 The feedback received during the consultation period, and further feedback received to the
end of September 2012, is summarised in this report. WPLʼs initial responses to the
questions posed are provided in this report.
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5. Summary of feedback
Introduction
5.1 This section summarises the key areas on which feedback was received and WPLʼs initial
response. The responses to individually submitted feedback can be found in the appendices
of this report (Appendices 21 to 34).

Breakdown of feedback received
5.2 The table below details how feedback responses were received by WPL and the total
numbers received.
Method of feedback
Feedback forms (paper copy)
Feedback forms (online)
Phone calls
Emails (including letters submitted as
attachments)

Total
25
35
19
42

Recording and analysing feedback
5.3 The feedback received by the project team has been considered by WPL. Emailed feedback
and completed feedback forms have been kept on file, phone conversations have been
logged and verbal feedback supplied at exhibition events has been recorded in note form.
The summary of the verbal exhibition feedback and WPLʼs initial response can be found in
Appendix 32.
5.4 WPL has taken account of the frequency of comments made by consultees on the following
elements of the proposed WEC and its connections:
•
•
•
•

26

the choice of site
the orientation of the power station infrastructure on the preferred Kingmoor Park
South site
the selection of a route corridor for the electrical connection to National Gridʼs Legacy
Substation, 1.3km west of Rhostyllen
the selection of a route corridor for the connection to the national gas transmission
network.
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5.5 WPL will take account of the feedback submitted by consultees on the WEC and its
associated connections.
5.6 The responses provided by WPL are initial ones and it continues to review, and have regard
to, the responses received from consultees in developing the design of the WEC and its
associated connections.

Main topics of feedback received
5.7 The table below summarises the main topics of the feedback received via completed
feedback forms, logged phone calls and emails and provides WPLʼs initial responses.
WPLʼs responses to individual feedback can be found in the appendices of this report.
Main topic
Preference of
routeing the electrical
connection through
the South Corridor,
due to the presence
of an existing 132kV
overhead line, over a
new connection in
the North Corridor.
Visual effect of the
electrical connection
to National Gridʼs
Legacy substation.

Frequency WPLʼs initial response
17
WPL will have regard of feedback
received on each of the corridor options
for the electrical connection. The South
Corridor affords the opportunity to run an
electrical connection alongside the
existing 132kV overhead line.

15

Health concerns
around
electromagnetic
fields (EMF).

15

Environmental effect
of the WEC.

14

Support for the WEC
and the preferred
Kingmoor Park South

12
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The visual effects of the proposals will
be considered in the landscape and
visual assessment, the results of which
will be consulted on at the next stage of
consultation.
The design will meet the requirements of
the Health Protection Agency, UK
government and International
Commission on Non-Ionizing Radiation
Protection (ICNIRP) guidelines.
An environmental impact assessment
will be undertaken which will include air
quality and emissions analysis. The
power station can only begin operation
with an Environmental Permit that
regulates the emissions of the power
station.
The WEC and its site have drawn
support from local businesses and
members of the community.
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site.
The selection of sites
other than preferred
Kingmoor Park South
for the WEC,
including the former
Firestone Factory
site and locations not
on the Wrexham
Industrial Estate.

12

Visual effect of the
WEC due to building
massing.

11

Carbon Capture and
Storage (CCS) and
its role given national
uncertainty around its
adoption.

10

The Firestone site has greater ecological
sensitivities than the preferred site and
is adjacent to the Pentre Maelor
residential neighbourhood. These points
have been taken into account when
choosing the preferred power station
site. However, WPL will have regard to
consultation responses on all three sites
before WPL makes its site choice. A site
selection report will be provided in the
Environmental Statement.
The existing buildings on the Wrexham
Industrial Estate, the industrial allocation
in the UDP and the extant planning
consent for a 500,000 sq ft high bay
industrial/warehouse building on the
preferred site set a visual precedent for
the WEC. If there is a visual impact, this
will be mitigated through design.
At present, carbon capture technology
has yet to be made commercially viable
but there is a requirement to set land
aside for future carbon capture and
storage (CCS) equipment. Carbon would
not be stored at the power station site,
rather it would be transferred from the
CCS equipment by underground pipeline
to a storage facility, potentially under the
Irish Sea.
The obligation to demonstrate Carbon
Capture Readiness (CCR) on power
stations with a capacity of more than
300 MWe is determined by DECC as set
out in a Guidance Note which can be
found in the project library on WPLʼs
website – www.Wrexham-Power.com.

The potential effect
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9

In accordance with the Guidance Note,
WPL will set aside 4 hectares (10 acres)
for this purpose.
At this early stage, this effect cannot be
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of the WEC and its
associated
connections to the
national electricity
and gas connections
on local property
values.

Preservation of
Rights of Way.

4

Expanding the district
heating system to the
wider area.

3

accurately gauged as detailed designs
have yet to be produced. However the
preferred Kingmoor Park South siteʼs
location on the Wrexham Industrial
Estate provides the appropriate
industrial visual and physical setting for
the WEC, especially when considering
an existing consent for a 500,000 sq ft
high bay warehouse already exists for
the site. WPL will take into consideration
the location of local property when
routeing the electrical connection.
An environmental impact assessment
including a landscape and visual impact
assessment and an assessment of the
impact, if any, on Rights of Way, will be
undertaken.
The viability and potential extent of a
district heating system is being
investigated as part of the detailed
analysis of the proposals being carried
out.

Feedback on WPLʼs preferred site, Kingmoor Park South
5.8 WPLʼs preferred site for the WEC is Kingmoor Park South, Bryn Lane, the site of a former
fiberglass factory. There is presently consent on this site for a 500,000 sq ft high bay
industrial warehouse/distribution centre.
5.9 The preferred site, along with Kingmoor Park North (adjacent to Kingmoor Park South) and
the former Firestone Factory site, were considered as potential locations for the WEC and
therefore WPL asked for feedback on these locations.
5.10 Consultees were asked for their general comments on each of these sites. In wider
discussions with key stakeholders, the preferred Kingmoor Park South site was found to be
the most suitable location for the WEC. However, in a small number of cases, consultees
suggested another site as being their preference. Of the 60 completed paper and online
feedback forms submitted to WPL, only eight (13%) recorded a preferred site for the WEC.
Of these eight, three recorded a specific preference for Kingmoor Park South, one recorded
a specific preference for Kingmoor Park North and four recorded a preference for the former
Firestone Factory site. Additionally, four respondents suggested other locations outside of
the Wrexham area. A summary of comments on the preferred Kingmoor Park South site and
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WPLʼs initial response can be found in Appendix 21. A table of the comments received on
the other sites examined by WPL is provided in Appendix 22.
5.11 It should be noted that, in discussion with residents of the village of Isycoed, there is a
preference for the WEC to be located on the former Firestone Factory site, adjacent to the
village of Pentre Maelor. This is primarily due to concerns around views of the WEC and its
electrical connection from properties along the B5130, from Isycoed and from individual
farmsteads to the northeast and east of the village and from the village of Holt.
5.12 Some consultees also suggested that WPL consider alternative locations where electrical
transmission infrastructure already exists, but which are not on the Wrexham Industrial
Estate, namely Connahʼs Quay and Deeside.
Preference of WEC infrastructure orientation at Kingmoor Park South
5.13 The feedback forms asked consultees for their preference on how future WEC infrastructure
could be orientated on the preferred Kingmoor Park South site to inform the design of the
WEC layout to be presented at formal consultation.
5.14 This infrastructure includes:
• heat recovery generators and stacks
• turbine halls
• transformers/substation
• a demineralised water plant
• water storage tanks
• land set aside for carbon capture infrastructure
• workshop and stores
• a maintenance laydown area
• a control and administrative building.
5.15 Three indicative layouts were provided, showing how the above infrastructure could be
combined on the site. Plans presenting these layouts are provided in Appendix 20. The
table below lists the layout orientation preference recorded by consultees in feedback forms
and where mentioned in other written correspondence as well as a summary of the main
themes of comments on each site. A table of comments received on these sites and WPLʼs
initial response is provided in Appendix 23.
Layout
East/west layout

No. of
preferences
6

Summary of comments
Overall less visual effect on
surrounding area
Closer proximity to the Wrexham
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North/south layout

2

Northeast/southeast
layout

3

Industrial Estate
Less visual effect on residents to
the northeast of the site
n/a

5.16 The east/west layout is the most preferred layout in the written feedback received. This
option locates the taller, and therefore more likely to be visible, infrastructure towards the
Kingmoor Park South siteʼs boundary with Bryn Road and Wrexham Industrial Estate.
5.17 General comments supplied on the site layouts include:
•
•
•

the final layout of the site should consider wind direction
steps should be taken to lessen the view of the proposed power station onto
properties to the northeast of the site
that a sufficient buffer area be created to the east of the site, between the WEC and
existing properties.

Preference between the North and South corridors for the electrical connection
5.18 Consultees were asked to provide feedback on the location in which a high voltage
overhead line connection to National Gridʼs Legacy Substation, 1.3km west of Rhostyllen,
could be made. Two corridors were identified, a North Corridor and a South Corridor. The
North Corridor passes through an area where there is no existing electricity transmission
infrastructure, while the South Corridor mainly follows the route of an existing 132kV
overhead line. The preferences from the corridors supplied in written feedback are provided
below and are also provided in Appendix 24.
Corridor Option
North Corridor
South Corridor

No. of preferences
1
17

5.19 Consultees were also asked for comments on the North Corridor and the South Corridor.
The main themes and preferences are provided below. A full summary of individual
responses can be found in Appendix 25.

Comment
Protecting undeveloped land by
running a new connection alongside
the route of an existing 132kV
connection to the Wrexham Industrial
Estate.
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WPLʼs initial response
The South Corridor provides an
opportunity to develop an electrical
connection mainly along the route of
the connection currently supplying the
Wrexham Industrial Estate.
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Visual impact of the electrical
connection be lessened or that
undergrounding be considered.

Health concerns around
electromagnetic fields.

An environmental impact assessment
and a landscape and visual impact
assessment will be undertaken to
assess the impact of the WEC and
any new infrastructure. While it is
appreciated that an underground
connection may be considered a
popular option, the cost of doing so
would render the project commercially
unviable. It would also present
operational obstacles when it comes
to maintaining the connection and
fault checking. Undergrounding
causes greater environmental and
ecological harm due to the need to
excavate a corridor with a width of
between 30 to 40m. This could be
wider to account for physical
constraints such as roads or
watercourses.
The design will meet the
requirements of the Health Protection
Agency, UK government and
International Commission on NonIonizing Radiation Protection
(ICNIRP) guidelines.

Preference between the East and West corridors for the gas connection
5.20 Consultees were asked to indicate their preference between two options for the route of a
gas pipeline connection to the former Maelor Gasworks, the East Corridor and West
Corridor. The responses are summarised below and summary of the main comments
received around the sites is provided. This table is also provided in Appendix 26.
Corridor Option
Eastern Route
Western Route

No. of
Summary of feedback
preferences
4
Seems to be the least
disruptive.
3
Impacts least on residents.
Provides better access to the
Maelor Gasworks.
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The route of the gas pipeline
passes through an area of
former mining works so care
should be taken.
5.21 Overall, there is a marginal preference for the Eastern Route over the Western Route. The
individual feedback on these sites and WPLʼs initial response can be found in Appendix 27.
The overall project and general feedback
5.22 Consultees were asked ʻWhich element of the project most interests you?ʼ in the feedback
form. The table below shows that consultees were most interested in the power station and
its electrical connection (Appendix 28).
Element of the proposals
The power station
The electrical connection
The gas connection

Preference
12
12
5

5.23 WPLʼs response to general project comments submitted via the feedback form is provided
in Appendix 29.
Logged phone calls
5.24 A total of 19 phone calls relating to the consultation were received. A log of these phone
calls and WPLʼs initial response is provided in Appendix 30.
Emailed feedback
5.25 A total of 42 emails providing consultation feedback were received. These emails and
WPLʼs response to individual points are provided in Appendix 31.
5.26 At its meeting on 17 July 2012, Isycoed Community Council submitted a list of questions to
WPL. WPLʼs initial response to these questions is given in Appendix 33.
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6. Conclusion
6.1 Over the course of consultation, 134 individuals visited exhibition events, 1,467 visits were
made to the project website, 60 feedback forms were returned to the WPL team, 42 emails
were received, 19 consultation phone calls were logged and meetings were held with key
individuals, community councils and organisations.
6.2 Through this consultation activity, it has been established at this early stage that:
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

the visual and environmental effects of the WEC need to be considered carefully in
the design and environmental assessment of the project;
some consultees prefer other potential sites for the WEC, predominantly the former
Firestone Factory site. This preference comes particularly from the villages of
Isycoed and Holt and the area around them;
from those expressing a preference, there is a clear preference for an electrical
connection to be made within the South Corridor (one of two options proposed);
the visual and environmental effect of the proposed electrical connection needs to be
considered carefully in the design and environmental assessment of the project;
there is a slight preference for a gas connection to be made within the East Corridor
(one of two options proposed);
there appears to be less interest in the gas connection element of the proposals than
the WEC itself and its electrical connection; and,
the potential commercial and energy supply benefits of the WEC are acknowledged
by businesses on the Wrexham Industrial Estate and more widely.

6.3 The design of the WEC and its connections is being considered in light of the above and
how WPL has had regard to this feedback will be explained at the following formal stage of
consultation.
6.4 Generally, there is support for the project amongst local businesses and residents and an
appreciation of the economic benefits it will bring. However, the effect of the WEC on
individual businesses is being discussed with the relevant parties.
6.5 The majority of concerns received have emanated from those living in proximity to the
preferred WEC site, Kingmoor Park South, and within the electrical connection route
corridors identified.
6.6 The next phase of the project will see detailed designs produced and consulted around in
accordance with Sections 42, 47 and 48 of the Planning Act 2008.

34

November 2012

Wrexham Energy Centre and Connections
Stage One Feedback Report

7. Appendices
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Appendix 3 - Map of electrical connection corridors
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Appendix 4 - Map of gas connection corridors
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Appendix 9 - Schedule of community consultees written to

Community and political consultees
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Cllr N Rogers: Leader - Wrexham County Borough Council:
Cllr M Pritchard: Deputy Leader - Wrexham County Borough Council
Cllr M Morris: Planning Committee Chair - Wrexham County Borough
Council
Cllr J Edwards: Planning Committee Vice-Chair - Wrexham County
Borough Council
Cllr J Pritchard: Marchwiel Ward Councillor
Cllr R Skelland: Bronington Ward Councillor
Cllr D Davis: Ruabon Councillor
Cllr K Hughes: Ponciau ward Councillor
Cllr P Pemberton: Ponciau ward Councillor
Cllr B Dutton: Member for Environment and Transport - Wrexham
County Borough Council
Ms L Griffiths AM: Welsh Assembly Member for Wrexham
Mr K Skates AM: Welsh Assembly Member for Clwyd South
Mr I Lucas MP: Member of Parliament for Wrexham
Ms S Jones MP: Member of Parliament for Clwyd South
Mrs J Pierce: Clerk of Holt Community Council
Mr S Nott: Clerk of Abenbury Community Council
Cllr S Wilson: Clerk of Isycoed Community Council / Wrexham County
Borough Councillor
Mrs V M Jones: Clerk of Marchwiel Community Council
Mr J Hurst: Acting Clerk to Sesswick
Mrs C Klimaszewski: Clerk of Ruabon Community Council
Mrs W Owens: Clerk of Ruabon Community Council
Mr H Paterson: Chief Executive – Wrexham County Borough Council
Mr S Bayley: Head of Assets and Economic Development – Wrexham
County Borough Council
Mr J Bradbury: Head of Environment – Wrexham County Borough
Council
Mr G Foy: Chairman of Wrexham Area Civic Society
Mr N Roe: Secretary to Wrexham Area Civic Society
Ms C Selby: Secretary to Wrexham Local Access Forum
n/a: Wrexham Tenants Federation
Mr I Beech: NFU Cymru
Dr J Rosenfeld: Campaign for the Protection of Rural Wales
Mr C Jones: Chairman for Clwyd area Campaign for the Protection of
Rural Wales
Mr M Parry: Chairman - Countryside Council For Wales Central Office
Mr J Jones: West Cheshire and North Wales Chamber of Commerce
Mr C Brew: General Manager West Cheshire and North Wales Chamber of Commerce
Mr C Darwin: Chairman - Ruabon Residents' Association
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Cllr A Bailey: Gresford East & West ward councillor
Cllr W E Baldwin: Little Acton ward councillor
Cllr D A Bithell: Johnstown ward councillor
Cllr D I Bithell: Stansty ward councillor
Cllr P Blackwell: Plas Madoc ward councillor
Cllr T Boland: Llay ward councillor
Cllr B Cameron: Whitegate ward councillor
Cllr K Childs: Coedpoeth ward councillor
Cllr T A Edwards: New Broughton ward councillor
Cllr A Evans: Rhosnesni ward councillor
Cllr T Evans: Chirk South ward councillor
Cllr K Gregory: Smithfield ward councillor
Cllr B McCann: Gwersyllt East & South ward councillor
Cllr G Griffith: Coedpoeth ward councillor
Cllr P Jeffares: Llangollen Rural ward councillor
Cllr A Jenkins: Offa ward councillor
Cllr H Jones: Rossett ward councillor
Cllr A Jones: Gwersyllt West ward councillor
Cllr D Kelly: Minera ward councillor
Cllr J Kelly: Borras Park ward councillor
Cllr L Kenyon: Overton ward councillor
Cllr M C King: Wynnstay ward councillor
Cllr G Lowe: Acton ward councillor
Cllr J Lowe: Penycae & Ruabon South ward councillor
Cllr B McCann: Gwersyllt East & South ward councillor
Cllr C O’Toole: Maesydre ward councillor
Cllr M Owens: Pant ward councillor
Cllr J Phillips: Pen y Cae ward councillor
Cllr C Powell: Queensway ward councillor
Cllr R Prince: Cartrefle ward councillor
Cllr I Roberts: Chirk North ward councillor
Cllr B Roberts: Ceiriog Valley ward councillor
Cllr G Rogers: Hermitage ward councillor
Cllr P Rogers: Brymbo ward councillor
Cllr B Roxburgh: Bryn Cefn ward councillor
Cllr A Taylor: Cefn ward councillor
Cllr D Taylor: Llay ward councillor
Cllr A Williams: Garden Village ward councillor
Cllr M Williams: Gwersyllt North ward councillor
Cllr S Wilson: Grosvenor ward councillor
Cllr D Wright: Cefn ward councillor
Cllr P Wynn: Brynyffynnon ward councillor
Mrs N Booth: Headteacher - St Paul's VA Primary School

Wrexham Industrial Estate businesses
•
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Runaround Play Centres
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•
•
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Cytec Engineered Materials Ltd
A & B Air Systems Ltd
A & S Jones
A C F Ltd
Academy.Net
Ace Felt Roofing
ACF Joinery
Acro Cafe
Action for Employment
Active Childcare
Adam Reeves Chartered Accountants
Adhesives Direct
Advanced Surface Polymers Ltd
Advanced Vehicle Servicing
Aguachem
Alan Rhone Ltd
Allied Fire Alarms and Escapes Co. Ltd
Almetron Limited
Alno Nolte (B & K Installations)
Along Came Baby
Alpha (Wrexham) Windows
Alpine Engineering
Always there Homecare
Andrew Davies & George Hardy
Annabelles Blinds
Anti Friction Components Ltd
Apex Autocentre
Apleg
Arena Network
Areton International Plastics Ltd
Artforum
Articulate Archives Ltd
ASH (Allan Skip Hire)
Ash Manor Cheese Co Ltd
Assist Creative Resource Ltd
Associated Toolmakers
WEI Atrium Suite
Autothane Ltd
AVOX Ltd
AWR Engineering Services
B J Shovelton
Ball Packaging Europe / Continental Can
Barclays Bank Plc
Barloworld (Barlow Handling)
Bath Times.com
Bellevue Roofing Supplies
Bicks Chicks
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Bigger Bites
Biltong Basket
Blackwell Hydraulics
Blue Bears
Blue Catering
BluePrint Architectural Services
Bonaprene Products Ltd
BOS Automotive Products U.K.
Bostock Air-Conditioning Ltd
Bowling Bank Garage
Brake Engineering (City Day Ltd)
Brammer UK Ltd
Bridge Flowers
Bridgeway Diner
Britewater Ltd
Bryn Roberts Workshops Ltd
C L Products Ltd
C M W Controls Ltd
Calypso Softdrinks Ltd
Carter Ecological Ltd
Celtic Leather Ltd
Central Machining Services
Channs Kitchen
Cimteq
City Electrical Factors
Clays Golf Club
CLB Valeting
Clwyd Plastics Ltd
Clwyd Precision Engineering
Clwyd Transport Services
CNS Contract Cleaning
Connected Café
Conren Ltd
Cooksons (Foster International)
Country Foods UK
CPL British Fuels
CPR Ceramics
Cytec Engineered Materials Ltd
D J Consultants
D K Motor Services
D M Business Services
Dacta Ltd
Data Pacific
Datacomm
Dave Thelwell Electrical
Decor-Lam Ltd
Demon Tweeks Race Rally Accessories
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DHD Engineering
Digital Surveillance Wrexham Ltd
Dockweiller UK Ltd
Discover Leisure
Document Office Services Ltd
Doggy Salon
DP Fabrications
DPL (Delta Pipelines)
Dragon Hydraulics
Dragon Packaging Ltd
Duct Hygiene
Dunsdale & Kestrel
EGS Transport
Electrical Contractor
Electromec Ltd
Empire Scaffolding
Encore Computers
Endecon
EngTechniques
Entrec
Environmental Services
Eriks
Etiquette Labels Ltd
Evans Environmental
Exopack Advanced Coatings
F Jones Food Services
F. Lloyd (Penley) Ltd
Fabwell Engineering Service Ltd
Fair Finance
Fairhood Engineering Ltd
Fenmarc Ltd
Field Boxmore Ltd
Finance 4 You Ltd
First Aid Company of Trainers Ltd
Forward Chain Ltd
Foster Care Associates Ltd
Gallion
George Williams Transport Ltd
Global Enterprises Inc
Glyndwr University Management Centre
Goldline Bearings Ltd.
Grafters Limited
Graphtec GB Ltd
Grontmij
Groverdale
GSR Finance
Harrison Engineering
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Hauck Fun for Kids Ltd
Hertel Services
Hi-Mark Ltd
Higgi Ltd
Higher Oak Garage
Holt Lodge Hotel & Rafters Restaurant
Hourds Travel Ltd
Hoya Lens (UK) Ltd
Hydro Aluminium Deeside Ltd
Hydrostatic Testing Consultants Ltd
I.G Electrical
Iceguard Electrical
IMC
Incutio
Industrial Control Systems
Industrial Encoders Direct Ltd
Industrial Engineering Services
Intawood
IPS LTD
Ipsen Biopharm Ltd
Isringhausen G B Ltd
J B Fabrications (Wrexham) Ltd
J R Fox TV Video Specialists
J R Websters & Co Ltd
J T Ltd
J.D.M Landscapes Ltd
Jami Q's Ltd
JCB
JDL Software Solutions Ltd
John Burton Stonemasonry
JPDS
K D Products Ltd
Kellogg Co. of Great Britain Ltd
Kleba Insulation Services
Koodos Media
KTC 4X4
L M Engineering Services Ltd
Larch Ltd
Lark FME
LEDtech Ltd
Limpet Labels UK Ltd
Lloyd & Jones Engineers Limited
Lloyds Animal Feeds (Western) Ltd
Local Delivery Online.com
Lockwell Electrics Ltd
Lorima Contract Services
Lyan Packaging Supplies Ltd
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M & J Services
Main Man Supplies Ltd
Malpas Tractors (Wrexham) Ltd
Marcher Storage Systems
Mayfield Contractors/Rollright Security
McCarthy Haulage Limited
McDonald Transport
MIAC Hallico 638 Ltd
Morgan Events
Motorcycle Training Business
MRA Group (UK) Ltd
Natwest Bank Plc
New York Nails & Cocktails
Newton & Griffiths Ltd
Nightingale Care Beds Ltd
Nintmijon
Norbet – dentressangle
Norish Foodcare Ltd
North Wales Police
North Western Insulation Ltd
Norwood Williams
NU Instruments
Nutrafeed
Omega Technical Services UK Ltd
Orchard Pigs
Orchid Dry Cleaning
Oscar Mayers
Owen Tatton Builders
P & G Joinery
P & W Maintenance Contracting Ltd
Paramount Industries
Pareto Marketing
Parker Fabrication Ltd
Paul Bristow Associates Ltd
Paul Masters Car Repairs
PC Accessories
Pearson's Building and Joinery Services
PES (Paul's Equipment Services)
Pheonix Training Ltd
Pickhill Garage
Picnic Basket
Pierce & Associates
Pirelli Athletic & Social Club
Playford Packaging
Porvair Technology Ltd
Premier Decorations Ltd
PRL Training Ltd
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ProcuraSell International Ltd
Project Resources Ltd (PRL)
Prontaprint Ltd
Proserve Industrial Ltd
Prospects
Prysmian Cables Ltd
PTS
Quadraco Contracts Ltd
Quartzlec
R & R Engineering Ltd
R C Motors
R S C M Services to Industry
R.T Builders
Radio-Active Communications Ltd
Recovered Plastics
Redbrook Day Nursery
REDES
Redfield Independent Financial Planning
Redwither Software Ltd
Redwither Tower
Refractory International
Reillo Gallatreck
Remote Engineering Design Services
Rite-Freight (Wrexham) Ltd
Riverside Office Supplies
Robotech Developments Ltd
Rogers Accountancy
Roil Foods Ltd
Rossett Training Ltd
Roy Day Ironworks
Rural Finance Ltd
RV Shipping Ltd
RWH Industries Ltd
S G Motors
S P I Play (Europe) Ltd
S. Challinor
Safety & Training Solutions
Salus Consulting
Scallywags Day Nursery
Seddons
Silvergate Plastics
Skanda (UK) Ltd
Slakewood Joinery
Sterile Technologies
Steve Hughes Decorating
Steven Williams Transport Ltd
Sutton Green Engineers

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Tag Architectural Ltd
Taylor Engineering Sales
Tecwyn Jones
Tenax (UK) Ltd - Rapitest
Terrier Tools Ltd
Tetra Pak Ltd
The 1810 Company Ltd
The Bottled Grain Company
The Club House
The English Furniture Company (SPS)
The Health Hut
The Wine Store Tim Knowles Furniture
Tisane Ltd
Tobit Software Ltd
Total Staffing Services
Tower Engineering Ltd
Toyo Seal Industries Corporated Ltd
Track You Ltd
Trade Effluent Services Ltd
Tritech Group Ltd
Twenty-Four Seven Recruitment Services Ltd
UK Memory
Utilities Connections Management Ltd
Vehicle Options
Vehicles for Business
Venture Wales
View Creative Ltd
Village Bakery (Nutrition) Ltd
Vulcana Training (PH Jones)
W R Refrigeration Ltd
Wales Air Ambulance
Warm Wales
Water Features
Wilsons Accident Repair Centre
Wockhardt Ltd (CP Pharmaceuticals)
Wrexham Catering Ltd t/a Wrexham Meat Company
Wrexham County Borough Council
Wrexham General Engineering
Wrexham Industrial Estate Co-ordination Unit
Wrexham Metal Finishing
Wrexham Model Car Club
Wrexham Play Association
Wrexham Power Tools
Wrexham Self Store
Wright Accountancy Ltd
Zucci Ltd
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Appendix 10 - Example letter to community consultees
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Appendix 11 - Bilingual newspaper advert
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Appendix 12 - Press release

£800 million Energy Centre investment set to boost Wrexham Industrial
Estate
Wrexham Power Limited has plans to develop a gas-fired power station on
the Wrexham Industrial Estate. The plans will create up to 50 permanent,
skilled jobs and up to 1,200 construction jobs.
The Wrexham Energy Centre proposals would secure the supply of power to
businesses on the Wrexham Industrial Estate. The Energy Centre also has the
potential to supply businesses with cheap heat and discounted gas.
The announcement of the proposals coincides with the completion next
month of the new £35million relief road. The road is set to encourage
further investment to the Wrexham Industrial Estate, which is already one
of Europe’s largest and most successful, by improving vehicle access.
Daniel Chapman, a Director of Wrexham Power Limited said:
“We are at a very early stage and we will first consult the community on
our initial thoughts and ideas before coming back with firmer plans next
year.
“We are planning a massive investment in the Wrexham Industrial Estate,
creating permanent, temporary associated jobs, and securing the supply of
power to one of Europe’s largest industrial estates, which has vast energy
needs. By doing so, the Wrexham Energy Centre will make the Estate more
attractive to even more inward investment from job-intensive businesses in
the future.”
Rupert Wood, also a Director of Wrexham Power, added:
“The UK energy market is facing a challenging period with the forced
closure of existing oil and coal fired power stations - under new EU
emissions directives - and the closure of old nuclear power stations, which
means over 20% of our total supply of power will be lost. The	
  Wrexham	
  
Energy	
  Centre	
  will	
  contribute	
  to	
  reducing	
  this	
  shortfall.”
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Using combined cycle gas turbine technology (CCGT), the power station will
use a combination of gas, steam and waste heat for more fuel-efficient
power generation. Provision is also being made for the use of carbon

capture and storage (CCS) when this technology becomes commercially
viable.
The reliability of gas-fired power and its responsiveness to fluctuating
energy demand complements more inflexible, renewable power such as
wind and solar.
Wrexham Power Limited will now begin its consultation with the local
community, businesses and other relevant groups on the Wrexham Energy
Centre and the essential gas and electrical connections. Information
booklets are being delivered to the local community and a five-day series of
exhibitions is scheduled between 2 July 2012 and 6 July 2012.
-ENDSNotes to the editor:
Public exhibitions on Wrexham Power Limited’s Energy Centre proposals will
be held between 2pm and 8pm on:
•
•
•
•
•
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Monday 2 July 2012 - Marchwiel Village Hall, Piercy Avenue,
Marchwiel, LL13 0RH
Tuesday 3 July 2012 - Rhostyllen Parish Hall, Vicarage Hill,
Rhostyllen, LL14 4AR
Wednesday 4 July 2012 - Atrium Suite, Redwither Tower,
Redwither Business Park, LL13 9XT
Thursday 5 July 2012 - Stiwt Theatre, Broad Street,
Rhosllanerchrugog, LL14 1RB
Friday 6 July - Parciau Community Centre, Bellevue Road,
Wrexham, LL13 7NH

•

You can find out more by visiting www.wrexham-power.com.

•

You can also call Wrexham Power’s Consultation Hotline
Freephone on 0800 319 6185.

St. Modwen Properties PLC
St. Modwen is the UK’s leading regeneration specialist. The company
operates across the full spectrum of the property industry from a
Birmingham based head office, a network of seven regional offices, a
residential division and through joint ventures with industry leading
partners.
The Company is focussed wholly upon regeneration with an outstanding 25
year track record of adding value by managing schemes through the
planning process, remediating contaminated land and active asset
management and development.
With extensive experience in dealing with complex and challenging sites, St.
Modwen has a land bank of more than 5,700 net developable acres and is
focused on the long-term development of commercial property and
residential land.
St. Modwen’s extensive national portfolio includes; the £2bn regeneration of
New Covent Garden Market, London; the redevelopment of the Elephant and
Castle Shopping Centre, London; the £1bn transformation of Longbridge,
Birmingham and the on-going regeneration of over 2,500 acres of former
industrial land in South Wales.
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Appendix 13 - Bilingual poster

124

125

126

127

128

Appendix 14 - Reminder press release and clipping

Local people to have their say on £800million Energy Centre
Wrexham Power Limited is set to begin a week of public drop-in consultation
events on the proposed gas power station on the Wrexham Industrial Estate.
The plans will create up to 50 highly-skilled permanent jobs and up to 1,200
construction jobs. The Energy Centre will help boost the regional economy as well
as providing future energy security to the Wrexham Industrial Estate, which is
home to many of Wrexham’s largest employers.
Wrexham Power wants to to engage with the community before taking its plans to
the next stage. This is a chance for local people to have their say on the proposals.
Staffed public exhibitions on the Wrexham Energy Centre proposals will be held
next week, between 2pm and 8pm, at the following venues across Wrexham:
• Monday 2 July 2012 - Marchwiel Village Hall, Piercy Avenue, Marchwiel, LL13
0RH
• Tuesday 3 July 2012 - Rhostyllen Parish Hall, Vicarage Hill, Rhostyllen, LL14
4AR
• Wednesday 4 July 2012 - Atrium Suite, Redwither Tower, Redwither Business
Park, LL13 9XT
• Thursday 5 July 2012 - Stiwt Theatre, Broad Street, Rhosllanerchrugog, LL14
1RB
• Friday 6 July - Parciau Community Centre, Bellevue Road, Wrexham, LL13
7NH
Daniel Chapman, a Director of Wrexham Power Limited, said:
“We are at a very early stage and we will be consulting on our initial thoughts and
ideas.
“We encourage the community to come along and help take these initial plans to
the next stage of development, by giving us their feedback on the options we are
considering and the proposals more generally.”
Rupert Wood, a Director of Wrexham Power Limited, set out the national picture:
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“Across the UK, demand for power is growing as we our need for electricity grows
in our everyday lives.

“A number of coal and nuclear power stations are due to shut down in the near
future, leaving us with a real challenge to meet demand. Our proposed power
station will play an important role in securing the national and local power
supply.”
You can also have your say online at www.Wrexham-Power.com, by emailing
info@Wrexham-Power.com, by calling the Freephone hotline at 0800 319 6185 or
by writing to Wrexham Power Limited, Local Dialogue, FREEPOST NAT3717,
London, SE1 2BR.
ENDS

NOTES TO EDITORS

1) Wrexham Power Limited
Wrexham Power Limited is a joint venture company between St.
Modwen and Glenfinnan. Both companies have extensive
experience in the development and regeneration of sites
throughout the country and also have extensive experience in the
energy market.
2) St. Modwen Properties PLC
St. Modwen is the UK’s leading regeneration specialist. The
company operates across the full spectrum of the property
industry from a Birmingham based head office, a network of
seven regional offices, a residential division and through joint
ventures with industry leading partners.
The Company is focussed wholly upon regeneration with an
outstanding 25-year track record of adding value by managing
schemes through the planning process, remediating contaminated
land and active asset management and development.
With extensive experience in dealing with complex and
challenging sites, St. Modwen has a land bank of more than 5,700
net developable acres and is focused on the long-term
development of commercial property and residential land.
St. Modwen’s extensive national portfolio includes; the £2bn
regeneration of New Covent Garden Market, London; the
redevelopment of the Elephant and Castle Shopping Centre,
London; the £1bn transformation of Longbridge, Birmingham and
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the on-going regeneration of over 2,500 acres of former industrial
land in South Wales.
3) Glenfinnan
Glenfinnan has vast experience in bringing forward large
regeneration projects, with specialist expertise in energy
generation developments, including the improvement and
rejuvenation of major business and industrial parks such as in
Coseley, Dudley and Marchwood, Hampshire.

Clipping: BBC Wales – 2 July 2012 6:42am
£800m Wrexham power station public exhibition starts
The power station would use similar technology to the Severn Power Station
at Uskmouth, Newport
Related Stories
•
•

Job hope as gas plant talks start
£600m gas power station opening

The first in a series of public exhibitions has started as part of a consultation
on plans for £800m gas-fired power station in Wrexham.
Up to 1,200 construction jobs and 50 permanent posts would be created if the
power station goes ahead, Wrexham Power Ltd says.
It would be built on Wrexham Industrial Estate to supply power to its
businesses.
A planning application is unlikely until 2014.
Midlands-based Wrexham Power Ltd is in talks with Wrexham council, and a
brochure outlining plans for the Wrexham Energy Centre is being sent to local
homes.
A five-day series of exhibitions is being held between 2 - July for people to
view the plans and feed back thoughts about the options for connecting the
power station to the national electricity grid and gas network.
The company has said that the plans are in their "early stages" and it is to
consult the community "before coming back with firmer plans next year".
Underground gas pipeline
Public exhibitions to be held between 14:00 - 20:00 BST
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•
•
•
•
•

2 July: Marchwiel Village Hall, Marchwiel
3 July: - Rhostyllen Parish Hall, Rhostyllen
4 July: - Atrium Suite, Redwither Tower, Redwither Business Park
5 July: - Stiwt Theatre, Rhosllanerchrugog
6 July: - Parciau Community Centre, Wrexham

Director Rupert Wood added: "The UK energy market is facing a challenging
period with the forced closure of existing oil and coal fired power stations under new EU emissions directives - and the closure of old nuclear power
stations, which means over 20% of our total supply of power will be lost. The
Wrexham Energy Centre will contribute to reducing this shortfall."
The company says low-carbon power would be created by using a mixture of
compressed air and ignited gas.
Those elements in a combustion turbine could produce electricity, while the
heat generated would be converted into steam to spin a second turbine.
In its consultation documents, the company said the Wrexham power station
would use similar technology to the Severn Power Station at Uskmouth near
Newport, which was opened last year at a cost of £600m.
The plans would include an underground gas pipeline running 3km, while one
of the route options for the electricity to be transmitted to the National Grid
would be to replace existing overhead power lines.
The developers, a joint venture between St Modwen and Glenfinnan
Properties, claim the station would generate enough power for up to one and
a quarter million homes.
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Appendix 15 - Map of exhibition venues
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Appendix 16 - Exhibition boards
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Appendix 17 – Feedback form (English)
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Appendix 18 – Feedback form (Welsh)
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Appendix 19 - Indicative site layouts
East/West layout

North/south layout
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Northeast/Southwest layout
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Appendix 20 - Example signed project information leaflet receipt
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Appendix 21 – Feedback Form: Do you have any comments to make on
our preferred site – Kingmoor Park South?
The table below sets out the feedback received on the above question and
WPLʼs initial response.
Comment
We have concerns over the height of
the proposed stacks

We have concerns over possible
vapour and emissions from the power
station

This development would be a ʻblipʼ on
the landscape
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WPLʼs initial response
An environmental impact assessment
and a landscape and visual impact
assessment will be undertaken to
assess the impact of the WEC. The
preliminary results of this assessment
will be consulted on at the next stage
of consultation and a final report will
be provided in the Environmental
Statement that will be submitted as
part of the DCO application. The final
height will be decided during the
detailed design process and in
consultation with the Environment
Agency Wales. Indicative images will
be available at the next stage of
consultation.
Prior to operation, the WEC would
require an environmental permit from
the Environment Agency Wales. They
will ensure that the WEC operates in
accordance with this permit. One of
the benefits of gas is that the
emissions can be reliably predicted
and therefore managed. Additionally,
it is proposed that the WEC will use
air cooled condensers rather than
cooling towers. As a result there
would be no vapour plume at the
plant. Further information will be
available at the next stage of
consultation.
The visual effects of the proposals will
be considered in the landscape and
visual assessment. The preliminary
results of this assessment will be
consulted on at the next stage of
consultation and a final report will be
provided in the Environmental
Statement that will be submitted as

Good site on the Wrexham Industrial
Estate
Probably the best option for the
Wrexham Energy Centre
No objections to the siting of the
energy centre
The building should be placed closer
to the Wrexham Industrial Estate and
not on the outer edge of the estate

It is not appropriate to have such a
large, obtrusive, building right on the
corner of the industrial estate as it will
impact on the countryside views

The site will continue the ʻblockʼ of
buildings within the boundary of the
industrial estate
The development looks like an

part of the DCO application. The
proposals should also be judged in
the context of the extant planning
consent on the preferred Kingmoor
Park South site for a 500,000 sq ft
high bay warehouse building and
Policy E3 of the UDP.
Comment noted.
Comment noted.
Comment noted.
Land availability constraints dictated
that all three of the site options
considered are in peripheral areas of
the industrial estate. However,
planning policy identifies the
boundary of the Wrexham Industrial
Estate, within which all three sites are
located. The preferred Kingmoor Park
South site has planning permission
for a 500,000 sq ft high bay
warehouse building and is allocated
for a major development within policy
E3 of the UDP.
The visual effects of the proposals will
be considered in the landscape and
visual assessment. The preliminary
results of this assessment will be
consulted on at the next stage of
consultation and a final report will be
provided in the Environmental
Statement that will be submitted as
part of the DCO application. The
proposal should also be judged in the
context of the extant planning consent
on the preferred site for a 500,000 sq
ft high bay warehouse/distribution
building. The preferred Kingmoor
Park South site is allocated for major
development within policy E3 of the
UDP.
Comment noted.

Comment noted.
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appropriate site just like any other
ʻfactoryʼ in the industrial estate
The proposed site is a brownfield site
and as such seems a sensible choice
Firestone would be the best
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Comment noted.
The Firestone site has greater
ecological sensitivities than the
preferred site and is adjacent to the
Pentre Maelor residential
neighbourhood. These points have
been taken into account when
choosing the preferred power station
site. However, WPL will have regard
to consultation responses on all three
sites before WPL makes its site
choice. A site selection report will be
provided in the Environmental
Statement that will be submitted as
part of the DCO application.

Appendix 22 – Feedback Form: We also considered two other sites on
the Wrexham Industrial Estate for the Wrexham Energy Centre and
welcome your comments on these.
The table below sets out the feedback received on the above question, in
relation to each site, and WPLʼs initial response.
Kingmoor Park North
Comment
Kingmoor Park North could be used
as a possible site?

WPLʼs initial response
Kingmoor Park North has been
considered by WPL alongside
Kingmoor Park South, the preferred
power station site, and the former
Firestone Factory. WPL will have
regard to consultation responses on
all three sites before WPL makes its
site choice. A site selection report will
be provided in the Environmental
Statement that will be submitted as
part of the DCO application.

Could possibly be used as an
extension if the siteʼs requirements
grew?

It is assumed that this question was
asking if Kingmoor Park North could
accommodate an extension to the
WEC, if it were built on the preferred
Kingmoor Park South site. WPLʼs
preferred site Kingmoor Park South,
provides enough land to develop the
WEC as well as to set land aside for
carbon capture and storage
technology, landscaping and
ecological mitigation. Additionally.
Kingmoor Park North is divided from
Kingmoor Park South by a stream
making the combination of the two
sites unlikely. WPL can see no
reason why the WEC would be
extended onto this site.
Comment noted.

Kingmoor Park North is too far from
the estate
Kingmoor Park North looks like the
best site

WPL will have regard to consultation
responses on all three sites before
WPL makes its site choice. A site
selection report will be provided in the
Environmental Statement that will be
submitted as part of the DCO
application.
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Kingmoor Park North is too close to
greenfield locations
Kingmoor Park North is currently
greenfield

Firestone would be the best

Comment noted.
It should be noted that UDP Policy E3
allocates this land and Kingmoor Park
South as a single user employment
site.
The Firestone site has ecological
sensitivities and is adjacent to the
Pentre Maelor residential
neighbourhood. These points have
been taken into account when
choosing the preferred power station
site. However, WPL will have regard
to consultation responses on all three
sites before WPL makes its site
choice. A site selection report will be
provided in the Environmental
Statement that will be submitted as
part of the DCO application.

Former Firestone Factory
Comment
Not a good location too close to a
residential area
We prefer the Firestone site as it
makes connection sense

The Firestone Factory site is too
close to Pentre Maelor and Marchwiel
Not a good area due to past
knowledge of companies setting up
here
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WPLʼs initial response
Comment noted.
The Firestone site is currently
unavailable for development. The
site has greater ecological
sensitivities than the preferred site
and is adjacent to the Pentre Maelor
residential neighbourhood. None of
the existing infrastructure on this site
can be used for this development.
These points have been taken into
account when choosing the preferred
power station site. However, WPL will
have regard to consultation
responses on all three sites before
WPL makes its site choice. A site
selection report will be provided in the
Environmental Statement that will be
submitted as part of the DCO
application.
Comment noted.
WPL requires clarification on this
comment.

The Firestone Factory site is far more
appropriate due to existing
infrastructure

The Firestone Factory site is less
obtrusive to local residents

The Firestone Factory site looks a bit
too large for a power station

The Firestone site is currently
unavailable for development.
Additionally, none of the existing
infrastructure on this site can be used
for this development. The site is also
located further away from major users
of heat thus increasing the cost, and
adversely affecting the viability, of
providing a district heating system.
WPL will have regard to consultation
responses on all three sites before
WPL makes its site choice.
The Firestone site has greater
ecological sensitivities than the
preferred site and is adjacent to the
Pentre Maelor residential
neighbourhood. These points have
been taken into account when
choosing the preferred power station
site. However, WPL will have regard
to consultation responses on all three
sites before WPL makes its site
choice. The site is currently
unavailable for development. A site
selection report will be provided in the
Environmental Statement
Additionally, none of the existing
infrastructure on this site can be used
for this development.
Comment noted.
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Appendix 23 – Feedback Form: We are presenting three possible
layouts for the Wrexham Energy Centre on the Kingmoor Park South
site. Which option do you prefer?
The tables below set out the feedback received on the above questions,
recording the frequency of preferences, comments on specific layouts and
general comments on the future layout.
Layout
East/west layout
North/south layout
Northeast/southeast layout

Number of preferences
6
2
3

Please explain your preference:
Comment
North/South layout is less visual
impact for residents [North/South
Layout]
No preference, but best site should
be determined by true wind direction,
near neighbours and their processes.
i.e. Kelloggʼs who require clean air for
their product manufacture [no
preference for any site layout]
East/West layout might possibly
prove to be less visually impacting
[East/West Layout]

East/West layout is closer to the
industrial estate [East/West Layout]
No visual impact on North East
properties! [no preference for any site
layout]
These options indicate that no
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WPLʼs initial response
Comment noted.

Comment noted.

The east/west layout sees the taller
elements of the plant located closer to
the other existing buildings on the
Wrexham Industrial Estate, placing it
in a similar visual context. An
environmental impact assessment
and a landscape and visual impact
assessment will be undertaken to
assess the impact of the WEC and
any new infrastructure. The
preliminary results of this assessment
will be consulted on at the next stage
of consultation and a final report will
be provided in the Environmental
Statement that will be submitted as
part of the DCO application.
Comment noted.
Comment noted.

When carrying out its informal non-

alternative site will be considered [no
preference for any site layout]

East/West please leave a larger
buffer area to the east and operations
could be expanded to the north with a
third turbine in the future with minimal
impact [East/West Layout]

statutory consultation, WPL had not
made a decision on its site choice.
However, WPL had identified a
preferred power station site, being
Kingmoor Park South. As WPL
identified a preferred power station
site, WPL considered it useful to also
consult on potential site layouts for
the preferred power station site to
give an indication of the scale of the
development. The consultation would
have become confusing if site layouts
were consulted on for the two
alternative sites as well. WPL will
have regard to consultation
responses on all three sites before
WPL makes its site choice. A site
selection report will be provided in the
Environmental Statement that will be
submitted as part of the DCO
application.
Comment noted.

Consultees were also asked for general comments on the possible site
layouts.
Comment
Will you be screening [the WEC] off
from the road? Will there be
trees/banks hiding it from view?

We would like to know more about
how you can store carbon? What
space restrictions are there?

WPLʼs initial response
Landscaping is a key part of the
overall design and landscape and
visual impact assessments will be
undertaken. The preliminary results of
these assessments will be consulted
on at the next stage of consultation
and a final report will be provided in
the Environmental Statement that will
be submitted as part of the DCO
application. The proposed
development will have extensive
boundary landscape works and tree
planting to contain views of the
operational site.
At present, carbon capture
technology has yet to be made
commercially viable but there is a
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requirement to set land aside for
future carbon capture and storage
(CCS) equipment. Carbon would not
be stored at the power station site,
rather it would be transferred from the
CCS equipment by underground
pipeline to a storage facility,
potentially under the Irish Sea.
The obligation to demonstrate Carbon
Capture Readiness (CCR) on power
stations with a capacity of more than
300 MWe is determined by DECC as
set out in a Guidance Note which can
be found in the project library on
WPLʼs website – Wrexhampower.com.

Why did you not present layout
options for the other sites?

What consideration for access to the
site will be undertaken?
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In accordance with the Guidance
Note, WPL will set aside 4 hectares
(10 acres) for this purpose.
When carrying out its informal nonstatutory consultation, WPL had not
made a decision on its site choice.
However, WPL had identified a
preferred site for the WEC, being
Kingmoor Park South. As WPL
identified a preferred power station
site, WPL considered it useful to also
consult on potential site layouts for
the preferred power station site to
give an indication of the scale of the
development. The consultation would
have become confusing if site layouts
were consulted on for the two
alternative sites as well. WPL will
have regard to consultation
responses on all three sites before
WPL makes its site choice. A site
selection report will be provided in the
Environmental Statement that will be
submitted as part of the DCO
application.
A transport impact assessment
including access will be undertaken.
The preliminary results of these
assessments will be consulted on at
the next stage of consultation and a

final report will be provided in the
Environmental Statement that will be
submitted as part of the DCO
application.
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Appendix 24 – Feedback form: The Wrexham Energy Centre requires a
connection to the national electricity grid. We have identified two areas
in which a connection could be made. Of the two, which option do you
think is most suitable?
The table below sets out the preferences received on the above question.
Corridor Option
North Corridor
South Corridor
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No. of preferences
1
17

Appendix 25 – Feedback form: Do you have any comments on options
for making the electrical connection?
The table below sets out the feedback received on the above question and
WPLʼs initial response.

Comment
Have you considered
undergrounding, however costly, as
a more popular option?

I worry that these pylons will cause
health problems.

During the consultation, staff stated
that Kelloggs were happy that a
power station was being built next
door to them. If so do you have this
in writing?
Have you considered the visual
impact of any new pylons?

Have you considered the impact on

WPLʼs initial response
While it is appreciated that an
underground connection may be
considered a popular option, the cost of
doing so would render the project
commercially unviable. It would also
present operational obstacles when it
comes to maintaining the connection
and fault checking. Undergrounding
causes greater environmental and
ecological harm due to the need to
excavate a corridor with a width of
between 30 to 40m. This could be wider
to account for physical constraints such
as roads or watercourses.
The design will meet the requirements
of the Health Protection Agency, UK
government and International
Commission on Non-Ionizing Radiation
Protection (ICNIRP) guidelines.
WPL has met with Kelloggʼs and will
continue dialogue with them and other
estate occupiers on the proposals as
these progress.
The landscape and visual effects of all
new infrastructure, including electricity
pylons, will be assessed. The
preliminary results of these
assessments will be consulted on at the
next stage of consultation and a final
report will be provided in the
Environmental Statement that will be
submitted as part of the DCO
application. In deciding the location of
new pylons, WPL will use the Holford
Rules as guidance and use the
topography of the land to mitigate visual
prominence.
The visual and environmental effects of
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local landmarks and areas? The
southern route will impact the local
environment as it (the South
Corridor) requires a crossing of the
river Dee.

The southern route will likely cause
less disruption, as the Northern
route will go through virgin
countryside land.
The northern route crosses a
disused railway line, which is now
used as a public footpath. Has this
been considered in your plans?
These pylons will impact the local
wildlife and will spoil the landscape
in the area.

If you are seriously considering
other sites, then why did you not
show how each of the routes would
change if different sites are used?

new infrastructure on local landmarks
will be assessed and will inform the
design process. The preliminary results
of these assessments will be consulted
on at the next stage of consultation and
a final report will be provided in the
Environmental Statement that will be
submitted as part of the DCO
application.
Comment noted.

Comment noted. WPL is aware of the
footpath and, if an overhead line route
was developed in the North Corridor,
we will demonstrate whether or not this
footpath is affected by the proposal.
An assessment of any potential impacts
on local ecology will be undertaken as a
part of the design process. The visual
effect of new infrastructure on the
landscape will also be assessed as a
part of the design process. The
preliminary results of these
assessments will be consulted on at the
next stage of consultation and final
reports will be provided in the
Environmental Statement that will be
submitted as part of the DCO
application.
When carrying out its informal nonstatutory consultation, WPL had not
made a decision on its site choice.
However, WPL had identified a
preferred power station site, being
Kingmoor Park South. As WPL has
identified a preferred power station site,
WPL also consulted on the potential
route corridors for the gas and electrical
connections. The consultation would
have become confusing if alternative
corridors were consulted on for the two
alternative sites as well.
WPL will have regard to consultation
responses on all three sites before
WPL makes its site choice. A site
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The existing southern pylon route
needs to be upgraded. This option
is the best as the power lines can
be upgraded.
Strongly oppose the north corridor
option as it will destroy the visual
landscape.

selection report will be provided as part
of the Environmental Statement that will
be submitted as part of the DCO
application.
Comment noted. If a new connection
was routed in the Southern Corridor,
WPL could run it alongside the supply
serving the Wrexham Industrial Estate.
Comment noted.

The southern route corridor has
Comment noted.
been in existence since the 1950s
and residents there bought and sold
their property fully accepting the
existence of the current system.
The pylons would disrupt wildlife in
this area.

An assessment on potential impacts on
local ecology will be undertaken as a
part of the design process. The
preliminary results of this assessment
will be consulted on at the next stage of
consultation and a final report will be
provided in the Environmental
Statement that will be submitted as part
of the DCO application.

Also a significant increase in illness
and risk to recipientʼs children.

The design will meet the requirements
of the Health Protection Agency, UK
government and International
Commission on Non-Ionizing Radiation
Protection (ICNIRP) guideline.
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Appendix 26 – Feedback form: The Wrexham Energy Centre requires a
connection to the national gas transmission network. We have identified
an area in which the pipeline could run, including two corridors. Of the
two corridors, which option do you think is the most suitable?
The table below sets out the preferences received on the above question.
Option
Eastern Route
Western Route
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Number of preferences
4
3

Appendix 27 – Feedback form: Do you have any comments you would
like to make on the gas connection?
The table below sets out the feedback received on the above question and
WPLʼs initial response.
Comment
Western route will impact less on
local residents
Western route is best for access to
the Maelor gas works
Both options are acceptable. The
least cost option should be used?
The eastern route appears to be the
least disruptive
On the Western Route corridor a lot
of mining was not logged so it is
imperative to be careful when
excavating in this area
The use of Eastern/Western are a
mistake. According to the Ordnance
Survey the routes are in fact North
and South
Please use the closest one, as this
will minimise disruption
Use the Firestone site as it will
eliminate the need for either route as
it is very close to the gas works

WPLʼs initial response
Comment noted.
Comment noted.
Comment noted.
Comment noted.
Assessment surveys will be carried
out pre-submission of any application
for a DCO as well as prior to any
commencement of work.
The East/West names given to
options do not refer to the direction of
travel for the corridors but their
position relative to each other.
Comment noted.
Whilst the former Firestone Factory
site is closer to the gas works a new
connection would still be required.
The gas connection is just one
consideration in the choice of site.
However, WPL will have regard to
consultation responses on all three
sites before WPL makes its site
choice. A site selection report will be
provided in the Environmental
Statement that will be submitted as
part of the DCO application.
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Appendix 28 – Feedback form – Which of the following proposed new
infrastructure are you most interested in?
The table below sets out the feedback received on the above question.
Element of the proposals
The power station
The electrical connection
The gas connection
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Preference
12
12
5

Appendix 29 – Feedback form: Do you have any general comments you
would like to make about the proposals?
The table below sets out the feedback received on the above question and
WPLʼs initial response.
Comment
Please indicate the pollution costs
in a means understandable by Joe
Public, such as the number of
equivalent vehicles, particularly for
CO2 and particulate emissions,
under differing operating conditions
- e.g., 100%, 50%...

WPLʼs initial response
A comparison cannot be given due to
the differing chemical composition of the
fuels used for a car and a gas fired
power station. However, the
environmental impact assessment
carried out for the project will assess the
WEC's likely significant effects in
relation to air quality and emissions.
These effects will be expressed in
comparative terms to assist
understanding of the effects of the
proposals. The preliminary results of the
environmental assessment will be
consulted on at the next stage of
consultation and a final report will be
provided in the Environmental
Statement that will be submitted as part
of the DCO application.

Wrexham Local Access Forum
would be pleased to discuss
Section 106 etc. benefits to
Access, particularly those that may
be a spin-off from construction
activities. Please include the
Wrexham Rights of Way
Improvement Plan in drawing up
any proposals - disused railway
lines are a significant component of
the RoWIP with relevant lengths
adjacent to the Industrial Estate
and Legacy sub-station.

Any Section 106 planning obligations
discussions will be held with Wrexham
CBC at the appropriate time. It would be
for Wrexham CBC to decide if the Local
Access Forum is included in these
discussions. Outside of these
discussions, WPL is happy to meet with
the Forum during the next stage of
consultation. The environmental impact
assessment will take into consideration
all local land uses that fall within close
proximity to new infrastructure with the
view to minimise significant adverse
effects.

It's good that the generation and
transmission planning application
is being made as one - not good
that the decision is made in
England. Also, make contact with
the North Wales Wildlife Trust in
terms of drawing up proposals for

The Planning Inspectorateʼs National
Infrastructure Directorate handles
projects from across Wales and England
from a central office in Bristol. The
Planning Inspectorate advises the UKʼs
Secretary of State for Energy and
Climate Change, who makes the final
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ecological improvement.

This proposal would be a grave
mistake. I think it would deter from
future businesses coming here as I
do feel the possible savings re gas
and electricity would be negligible.

It is too near to the village school
having lived with pylons years ago
on the door step they would totally
detract the look of this industrial
estate. Discouraging blue chip
companies also destroying the look
of the countryside.

The pylons and power station will
totally devalue the look of the area
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decision on electricity generation
projects. North Wales Wildlife Trust will
be consulted by WPL.
Discussions with local businesses have
suggested that the unsecure supply of
power to the Wrexham Industrial Estate
is beginning to be a factor that is
preventing businesses locating on the
Estate, undermining its competitiveness.
As the WEC offers the opportunity to
improve this supply, it is likely that more
businesses would find the Wrexham
Industrial Estate more attractive and the
likelihood of businesses remaining on
site would potentially increase.
WPL presumes this comment refers to
Saint Paulʼs VA Primary School in
Isycoed. Based on its location, it is
anticipated that there will be no
significant adverse effects on the school.
The environmental impact assessment
that will be undertaken will take into
consideration all local users in close
proximity to the WEC and its new
infrastructure.
An environmental impact assessment
and a landscape and visual impact
assessment will be undertaken to
assess the impact of the WEC and any
new infrastructure.
The existing buildings on the Wrexham
Industrial Estate, the industrial allocation
in the UDP and the extant planning
consent for a 500,000 sq ft high bay
industrial/warehouse building on the
preferred site, set a visual precedent for
the WEC. While there may be a visual
impact, this will be mitigated through
design. An environmental impact
assessment and a landscape and visual
impact assessment will be undertaken to
assess the impact of the WEC and any
new infrastructure. The preliminary
results of these assessments will be
consulted on at the next stage of
consultation and a final report will be

Many would have concerns over 1)
gas and possibility of explosions
and leaks.

provided in the Environmental
Statement that will be submitted as part
of the DCO application.
The design, operation and maintenance
of the power station and its gas
pipework is strictly regulated by the
Health and Safety Executive to ensure
that the plant is safe. The methane used
by the WEC would be fully combusted
and therefore there would be no direct
emissions or leaks of methane from the
WEC itself. There may be very low
levels of methane emitted from the gas
connection during maintenance.

2) emissions to atmosphere and…

Once operational, emissions would be
monitored by Environment Agency
Wales to ensure that the WEC operates
in accordance with any permit granted
and that the consented limits are not
exceeded. One of the benefits of gas is
that the emissions can be reliably
predicted and therefore managed.

3) visual impact of pylons which
ever route it is.

The visual effects of the proposals will
be considered in the landscape and
visual assessment. The preliminary
results of this assessment will be
consulted on at the next stage of
consultation and a final report will be
provided in the Environmental
Statement that will be submitted as part
of the DCO application.

Suggest early consultation with
Kelloggʼs (their involvement led to
failure of previous incinerator
application).

WPL has met with Kelloggʼs and will
continue dialogue with them and other
estate occupiers on the proposals as
these progress.

Waste Recycling Centre regarding
their experiences setting up and
dealing with great crested newts
and butterflies.

WPL is aware of the composition of local
ecology as a result of the extensive
environmental information currently
available. An environmental impact
assessment will be produced as a part
of this project. This will detail the likely
environmental effects of the project and
the steps that will be taken to mitigate
any identified adverse effects. The
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preliminary results of this assessment
will be consulted on at the next stage of
consultation and a final report will be
provided in the Environmental
Statement that will be submitted as part
of the DCO application.
Sesswick community council would
be pleased if you could arrange a
talk at their next meeting Thursday
19th - cross lanes hotel - approx
7:30pm we start at 7pm but the
first item is from the police.
Would like to be informed more on
the proposals. I never received any
information on this and found out
from other people. I live close to
the industrial est so this is
something I would like to be kept
up to speed with.

Support the proposal as long as
the aesthetics are a prime
consideration.
Excellent idea to improve our
electrical connection to the grid.
Also to improve the work
possibilities for future local people.
Will it benefit local homes as well
as business?

Advert in newspaper not good. I
did report it to the people at the
event in Wrexham.

The location of the power station if
it has to be built:
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WPL presented to Sesswick Community
Council on 19 July 2012.

The initial consultation was carried out in
accordance with a Consultation Plan
agreed with Wrexham CBC. WPL did
not rely on just one communications
approach to generate public awareness
but used multiple methods. In addition to
distributing 6,000 leaflets, WPL also
wrote to local councillors, Members of
Parliament, Welsh Assembly Members
and community councils, arranged for
posters to be displayed, placed an
advertisement in the Wrexham Leader
and issued press releases which were
published by the local papers, the BBC
and publicised on local radio.
Respondent added to mailing list.
Comment noted.

Comment noted.

The proposed WEC will provide the
community with employment
opportunities, however the proposals do
not include a district heating system for
local homes.
The newspaper advertisement provided
details of the consultation in both Welsh
and English. It was published in the
Wrexham Leader, which circulates in the
county borough. (See Appendix 12).

1) What study substantiates the
need for a power station on this
site?

1. The Government has published
studies stating that 22GW of new
generation is required across the UK.
North Wales and North West England
will be a net importer of electricity by
2017/18 according to information
prepared by National Grid. The amount
of imported power will increase
substantially if the Wylfa nuclear plant is
delayed/cancelled. The area has a
marginal effectiveness of generation
exceeding 100%, meaning that with new
generation in the area the amount of
losses in the transmission system
reduces as power has to travel less
distance, i.e. power generation is then in
the right place.

2) Can the need not be met by
uprating the existing sources of
power?

2. Some new capacity can be provided
on existing sites and has been delivered
in a number of locations. WPL believes
that in order to meet the energy
challenge new sites are still required to
replace capacity that is coming offline
over the next 2-10 years.

3) Has the ability of Wrexham
Power Ltd been established to
guarantee the satisfactory
completion of such an enterprise?
Who are the directors and principle
shareholders?

3. WPL is a joint venture company
between St. Modwen, a leading
regeneration specialist, and Glenfinnan.
Both companies have extensive
experience in the development and
regeneration of sites throughout the
country and also have extensive
experience in the energy market. As a
part of the DCO application, a funding
statement will be submitted to the
Planning Inspectorate.
WPL will implement a construction
management plan that will seek to
reduce the temporary disruption to local
residents.
Comment noted.

The short term disruption from the
gas pipelines will create a problem
for the local community. What is
being done to lessen the impact?
I think having a power station on
the industrial estate is a VERY
good idea…
….however I would have preferred
it to be a geothermal one as that is

Government and academic studies have
suggested that the UK has limited viable
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just as efficient while causing no
greenhouse gases.

geothermal resources. These resources
could not meet the current need for new
electricity generation capacity and are
not appropriate in this location.

Should also be looking at providing
heat and gas to homes as well as
businesses and discounted
power/gas for local people. The
power lines are the element that
need more consideration but if
treated like an 'add on' in the
construction! The power lines must
be put where it has minimal visual
impact on the countryside and
ideally be underground.

The proposals do not include a district
heating system for local homes. The
visual and environmental effects of new
infrastructure on local landmarks will be
assessed and will inform the design
process. While it is appreciated that an
underground connection may be
considered a popular option, the cost of
doing so would render the project
commercially unviable. It would also
present operational obstacles when it
comes to maintaining the connection
and fault checking. Undergrounding
causes greater environmental and
ecological harm due to the need to
excavate a corridor with a width of
between 30 to 40m. This could be wider
to account for physical constraints such
as roads or watercourses. The
preliminary results of these
assessments will be consulted on at the
next stage of consultation and a final
report will be provided in the
Environmental Statement that will be
submitted as part of the DCO
application.
WPL will need to demonstrate that the
project is ʻcarbon capture readyʼ and
that land for these facilities will be
reserved at the WEC site. However, the
DCO application will not be seeking
consent for any carbon capture and
storage facility as carbon capture is still
undergoing demonstration testing on a
commercial scale by the Government.
Once proven at commercial scale, the
technology will be adopted.

I am most concerned that there are
so few details of the carbon
capture and storage facilities on
the site. CO2 emissions will
adversely affect our ability to reach
our UK targets set by the
Government and in the longer term
could impact global warming and
climate change. There should be
much more emphasis on how this
is to be tackled perhaps in
association with representatives at
Universities such as Durham.
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The obligation to demonstrate Carbon
Capture Readiness (CCR) on power
stations with a capacity of more than
300 MWe is determined by DECC as set
out in a Guidance Note which can be

found in the project library on WPLʼs
website – www.Wrexham-Power.com.
In accordance with the Guidance Note,
WPL will set aside 4 hectares (10 acres)
for this purpose.
Natural gas is a fossil fuel. However,
when used for power generation it
achieves much higher power generating
efficiencies than coal. The
Governmentʼs National Policy
Statements on Energy (2011)
acknowledge the future need for gasfired power stations as a ʻsteppingstoneʼ on the road to a low carbon
economy and the Government has
acknowledged that gas will need to form
part of the country's energy mix if there
is to be security of supply.
The proposed WEC will work alongside
renewable generation, effectively
compensating for the variability of wind
power and ensuring security of supply. It
is sufficiently flexible to be able to be
turned on and off at short notice and to
generate variable outputs up to its peak
output of up to 1,200 MWe.
If occupiers on the Wrexham Industrial
Estate are able to utilise the waste heat
from the WEC, this will reduce their
production of CO2 and the emissions of
the estate would fall.
Link the heat generated by the
plant to sites on the WIE that
require heat e.g. Kelloggs. Or
provide it for free at anaerobic
digestion or local community /
voluntary facilities.

The viability and potential extent of a
district heating system is being
investigated as part of the detailed
analysis of the proposals being carried
out.

What about the water generated by
the plant? Where will that be
disposed of or will it be recycled as
steam to the WIE

Our preferred method of cooling is to
use air cooled condensers. In addition to
the visual benefits of this technology, the
absence of vapour plumes, it does not
require a substantial constant supply of
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Height of stacks a concern on a
site that is situated in country/rural
area.

During construction it would be a
concern if construction vehicles
used A543 to/front site both from a
noise/size viewpoint, all
construction vehicles should be
instructed to use the new A483
dual carriageway and on further
dual carriageways to the R/W
Network.

Will local companies be given
preferential treatment in the
tender/bid process? [Translated
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water. Water will be reclaimed and used
in the WECʼs steam cycle where
possible. Further work is being carried
out to assess the water needs. The
preliminary results of this assessment
will be consulted on at the next stage of
consultation and a final report will be
provided in the Environmental
Statement that will be submitted as part
of the DCO application.
The visual effects of the proposals will
be considered in the landscape and
visual assessment. The preliminary
results of the environmental assessment
will be consulted on at the next stage of
consultation and a final report will be
provided in the Environmental
Statement that will be submitted as part
of the DCO application. The final height
will be decided during the detailed
design process and in consultation with
the Environment Agency Wales.
Indicative images will be available at the
next stage of consultation. The proposal
should also be judged in the context of
the extant planning consent on the
preferred site for a 500,000 sq ft high
bay warehouse/distribution building. The
preferred site is also allocated for major
development within policy E3 of the
UDP.
It is anticipated that Bryn Lane and the
new Wrexham Industrial Estate access
road will be the principal access to the
preferred Kingmoor Park South site for
heavy vehicles during construction
phases. A transport impact assessment
including access will be undertaken. The
preliminary results of this assessment
will be consulted on at the next stage of
consultation and a final report will be
provided in the Environmental
Statement that will be submitted as part
of the DCO application.
WPL is currently recording interest from
companies based in the Wrexham area
and building a directory of companies

from Welsh into English]

The Southern electrical pylon route
has been in existence since the
50s. Residents there purchased
homes, knowing that the pylons
where there. However residents in
the northern corridor did not. How
is this fair?
We have concerns about the
health risks of pylons, of the
increase in childhood leukaemia
and as such why are you
proposing to build these pylons so
close to our homes?
Why didnʼt you consult with people
sooner?

that have expressed an interest in
tendering for work both during
construction and once the facility is
operational.
Comment noted.

The pylons and associated infrastructure
will meet the requirements of the Health
Protection Agency, UK government and
International Commission on NonIonizing Radiation Protection (ICNIRP)
guidelines.
This stage of consultation with the
community has been undertaken at the
earliest practicable stage in the project
and in advance of any formal statutory
requirement to consult.
Leukaemia cases in young children The pylons and associated infrastructure
have been reported by people
will meet the requirements of the Health
living next to high voltage power
Protection Agency, UK government and
lines. Why are you doing this to our International Commission on Nonchildren?
Ionizing Radiation Protection (ICNIRP)
guidelines.
Why are you destroying our
The preferred location of the WEC on
countryside?
the Wrexham Industrial Estate is
appropriate as it is a designated
industrial area. The preferred site is
allocated for large scale development in
Policy E3 of the UDP, and is subject to
an extant consent for a 500,000 sq ft
high bay industrial/warehouse building.
The locality already has a number of
existing overhead lines of varying
voltages, height and design running
through it. All the potential impacts of
the new infrastructure, including on
ecology, air quality, emissions and
landscape and visual will be assessed.
The preliminary results of these
assessments will be consulted on at the
next stage of consultation and a final
report will be provided in the
Environmental Statement that will be
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Your scheme will affect the value
of my home? What are you going
to do about that?

Where does the gas come from?
What is the life expectancy of the
gas supply? What happens to the
power station at the end of its life?

submitted as part of the DCO
application.
Impact on property prices is not a
material issue for determining DCO
applications. However, we do not
believe that there will be an impact on
property prices. The WEC will be
located within a designated industrial
area and the pylons will be located in
the most appropriate locations to
minimise their visual prominence.
The gas will be supplied through a
connection to the national gas
transmission network, a spur of which
enters the Wrexham area and
terminates at the former Maelor Gas
Works. The gas enters the national
network itself from multiple sources via
direct pipelines and ship.
The plant life is anticipated to be up to
75 years. Worldwide gas supply is
currently estimated to be far in excess of
the life expectancy of the WEC.

Again youʼre asking me to answer
leading questions [referring to
question asked around layouts on
Kingmoor Park South site]. I don't
want to choose any of your
options. Instead I would consider
the Firestone site as a reasonable
site if it had to be in Wrexham,
however, I don't see why it should
be in Wrexham in the first place.
After all, youʼre looking to feed the
National Grid, not Wrexham, we
don't have a problem with our
current supply, the lights never go
out and aren't likely to any time
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Once the WEC reaches the end of its
economic life it will be repowered or
demolished. Within the DCO application
we have to provide details of the
decommissioning to be undertaken. This
will be provided in the Environmental
Statement that will be submitted as part
of the DCO application.
There is an imbalance across a number
of parts of the National Grid, including
this area, between supply and demand.
We consider that Wrexham is a suitable
location for a power station that
redresses this imbalance and reduces
the risk of power cuts in the future.
In addition, the Wrexham Industrial
Estate does not have security of supply
with a number of companies reporting
power cuts in recent years. This needs
to be addressed in order to retain, as
well as increase, jobs.

soon.

All my comments are in the first
box. I do not like these forms. Not
easy to see what has been written.

Not clear how noisy it will be.

Whether electricity is continued to be
supplied relates to generation capacity.
It cannot be assumed that by having no
current supply difficulties these will not
occur in future. If there is insufficient
generation to meet demand power cuts
will occur. Ofgem stated in their recent
Electricity Capacity Assessment that the
UK faces a real risk of running out of
generating capacity in the winter of
2014/15.
The design of the feedback forms will be
reviewed ahead of the next stage of
consultation and, where improvements
can be made to assist in filling them out,
they will be.
An assessment on noise will be
prepared. The preliminary results of this
assessment will be consulted on at the
next stage of consultation and a final
report will be provided in the
Environmental Statement that will be
submitted as part of the DCO
application.

I have spoken to many several
local residents and no one has
received any information about this
through the post.

The initial consultation was carried out in
accordance with a Consultation Plan
agreed with Wrexham CBC. WPL did
not rely on just one communications
approach to generate public awareness
but used multiple methods. In addition to
distributing 6,000 leaflets, WPL also
wrote to local councillors, Members of
Parliament, Welsh Assembly Members
and community councils, arranged for
posters to be displayed, placed an
advertisement in the Wrexham Leader
and issued press releases which were
published by the local papers, the BBC
and publicised on local radio.

Require more information about
the carbon capture plant and what
that will involve such as scale of
buildings, and impact on local
environment

WPL will need to demonstrate that the
project is ʻcarbon capture readyʼ, and
land for these facilities will be reserved
at the WEC site. However, the DCO
application will not be seeking consent
for any carbon capture and storage
facility as carbon capture is still
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undergoing demonstration testing on a
commercial scale by the Government.
The obligation to demonstrate Carbon
Capture Readiness (CCR) on power
stations with a capacity of more than
300MW is determined by DECC as set
out in a Guidance Note, which can be
found in the project library on WPLʼs
website – www.Wrexham-Power.com.
In accordance with the Guidance Note,
WPL will set aside 4 hectares (10 acres)
for this purpose.
The pictures of the other stations
you have built are poor, taken in
summer when the trees are in full
bloom and at dusk. Would like to
see what these plants look like on
a crisp winterʼs day.

The WEC itself is to be located within a
designated industrial area, the pylons
will be located in the most appropriate
locations to minimise their visual
prominence.
A landscape and visual assessment will
be undertaken. The preliminary results
of this assessment will be consulted on
at the next stage of consultation and a
final report will be provided in the
Environmental Statement that will be
submitted as part of the DCO
application.

What is the impact of this on local
house prices

Impact on property prices is not a
material issue for determining DCO
applications. However, we do not
believe that there will be an impact on
property prices. The WEC will be
located within a designated industrial
area and the pylons will be located in
the most appropriate locations to
minimise their visual prominence.

I have great concerns on the
impact of the local environment of
the pipe lines.

The potential impacts of the new
infrastructure will be assessed through
studies on ecology, air quality,
emissions and landscape and visual
impacts. The preliminary results of these
assessments will be consulted on at the
next stage of consultation and a final
report will be provided in the
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Environmental Statement that will be
submitted as part of the DCO
application. The power station and its
gas connection will be built, as a
minimum, to comply with the strict UK
regulatory standards. The proposed gas
connection will be an extension of the
existing pipeline, which terminates at the
former Maelor gas works.
It is a beautiful area that is going to
be ruined.

The preferred location for the WEC on
the Wrexham Industrial Estate is
appropriate as it is a designated
industrial area. The site is allocated for
large scale development in Policy E3 of
the UDP, and is subject to an extant
consent for a 500,000 sq ft high bay
industrial/warehouse building. The
locality already has a number of existing
overhead lines of varying voltage, height
and design running through it. The
potential impacts of the new
infrastructure will be assessed through
studies on ecology, air quality,
emissions and landscape and visual
impacts. The preliminary results of these
assessments will be consulted on at the
next stage of consultation and a final
report will be provided in the
Environmental Statement that will be
submitted as part of the DCO
application.

Not sure about the claims of
economic regeneration, only 50
jobs in the long run.

While the power station itself will create
approximately 50 full-time jobs, the
economic benefits will also be felt by
service suppliers and, depending on the
viability of such a system, those
Wrexham Industrial Estate users that
can be supplied heat via a district
heating system. In addition, the
industrial estate will have a secure
supply of power, something it does not
have now. This will help retain existing
occupiers (allowing them to grow) and
also attract new businesses to the area
creating more jobs.
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What will the impact of building this
and the pipe lines be on the local
community.

The power station and its gas
connection will be built, as a minimum,
to comply with the strict UK regulatory
standards. The proposed gas
connection will be an extension of the
existing pipeline, which terminates at the
former Maelor gas works. An
environmental impact assessment will
be undertaken, which will assess the
impacts and mitigation measures,
including landscape and visual impact
and ecology. The preliminary results of
these assessments will be consulted on
at the next stage of consultation and a
final report will be provided in the
Environmental Statement that will be
submitted as part of the DCO
application.

I do not feel enough people are
aware of the impact of the
overhead electricity lines. Health
and social considerations it states
"no adverse effect" what do you
class to be an adverse effect, and
what is a known adverse effect that
may be acceptable.

The pylons and associated infrastructure
will meet the requirements of the Health
Protection Agency, UK government and
International Commission on NonIonizing Radiation Protection (ICNIRP)
guidelines.

Why no local consultation in the
village hall at Is y Coed? It is this
community it will have the biggest
impact on. States that it is relatively
remote from residential areas
where as in fact it is relatively close
to residential areas.

The nearest exhibition venue to Isycoed
village was Redwither Tower, less than
2 miles for the village hall. The venue
was chosen because of its convenience
for residents from Isycoed but also
Pentre Maelor. Many residents from
Isycoed attended this exhibition. WPL
also attended a Community Council
meeting in Isycoed on 17 July 2012,
which was advertised in a locally
circulated newsletter and was attended
by 60 local residents.
Natural gas is a fossil fuel. However,
when used for power generation it
achieves much higher energy
generation efficiencies than coal. The
Governmentʼs National Policy
Statements on Energy (2011)
acknowledge the future need for gasfired power stations as a ʻstepping-

Given the urgency and importance
of reducing our carbon dioxide
emissions, this proposal is
unsuitable and irresponsible.
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stoneʼ on the road to a low carbon
economy, a commitment that has been
reiterated by the Government in 2012.
Your mention of CCS is particularly
brief and non-committal. It would
appear that you do not consider
CCS to be an important part of
your proposal.

WPL will need to demonstrate that the
project is ʻcarbon capture readyʼ, and
land for these facilities will be reserved
at the WEC site. However, the DCO
application will not be seeking consent
for any carbon capture and storage
facility as carbon capture is still
undergoing demonstration testing on a
commercial scale by the Government.
The obligation to demonstrate Carbon
Capture Readiness (CCR) on power
stations with a capacity of more than
300 MWe is determined by DECC as set
out in a Guidance Note which can be
found in the project library on WPLʼs
website – www.Wrexham-Power.com
In accordance with the Guidance Note,
WPL will set aside 4 hectares (10 acres)
for this purpose.

Gas power stations can leak
methane to the atmosphere.

The design, operation and maintenance
of the power station and its gas
pipework is strictly regulated by the
Health and Safety Executive to ensure
that the plant is safe. The methane used
by the WEC would be fully combusted
and therefore there would be no direct
emissions or leaks of methane from the
WEC itself. There may be very low
levels of methane emitted from the gas
connection during maintenance.

Pollutants may also affect the
health of those living nearby.

The potential emissions of the WEC will
be assessed through an environmental
impact assessment. The preliminary
results of this assessment will be
consulted on at the next stage of
consultation and a final report will be
provided in the Environmental
Statement that will be submitted as part
of the DCO application.
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Once operational, emissions would be
monitored by Environment Agency
Wales to ensure that the WEC operates
in accordance with any permit granted
and that the consented limits are not
exceeded. One of the benefits of gas is
that the emissions can be reliably
predicted and therefore managed.
Wales has vast renewable energy
resources, these should be
developed instead of building any
new gas power stations.

Wales does indeed have a great deal of
potential for renewable energy. However
gas plays an important role in the
energy mix, providing a reliable core of
potential generation that is available on
demand and not dependent on climatic
conditions.
The operation of a gas fired power
station is governed by an environmental
permit from the Environment Agency
Wales. This permit governs the level of
emissions of the power station.

Future lower emissions
performance standards may rule
out the use of gas powered
stations.

That is a commercial risk, which we
consider to be acceptable. If no
generation is permitted from gas
powered stations the UK will face
frequent and prolonged power
shortages.

Chimney stacks will be visually
unappealing.

The size and height of the stack or
stacks has yet to be determined but
further information, including visual
images, will be made available after the
detailed design stages. These will be
presented at the next stage.
Wrexham Industrial Estate is a strategic
location for industry in North-East Wales
and its economic wellbeing is of vital
importance to the town and region. The
preferred site has an allocation for largescale employment use under Policy E3
of the UDP and has planning permission
for a 500,000 sq ft industrial building.

I cannot begin to tell you how
angry the whole thing makes me.
We need electricity so you bring
gas in from elsewhere to make it.
How does that make sense?!
That's just moving the problem
around. We bought this house
three years ago thinking we had
moved to our perfect home. After a
major refurb and constant hard
work we sit back to enjoy our lives
here only to be told that you wish
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The gas will be sourced from the
national gas transmission network.

to come in and destroy the area
and our view. This is a beautiful
peaceful place which is totally
wrong for you. GO AWAY AND
LEAVE US ALL ALONE. What
more can I say?
This is horrendous, I feel I am
being dictated to and railroaded
into living in an environment I don't
want to be part of. I have major
concerns about property values
and our ability to potentially sell our
property if this monstrosity of a
suggested power station goes
ahead. This uncertainty is not just
a now thing but potentially for
years which again is totally
unacceptable. In short I wish I'd
never heard of this joint venture
that has clearly been set up to
create profit for the few at the
expense of the decent folk that live
in this community....
At this stage I would say that it is
very difficult to take on board any
form of commitment or acceptance
of the idea of a power station of
this nature and size in this location,
because there are a lot of
unanswered questions which the
company seem uncertain about
themselves, or reluctant to divulge.

Impact on property prices is not a
material issue for determining DCO
applications. However, we do not
believe that there will be an impact on
property prices. The WEC will be
located within a designated industrial
area and the pylons will be located in
the most appropriate locations to
minimise their visual prominence.

The consultation was an informal, nonstatutory consultation designed to raise
awareness of our initial proposals and
options. WPL sought initial feedback on
the broad project principles and
provided information on the likely
relevant constraints to be taken into
consideration. This included the
technotes which were available online,
at exhibition events and on request from
the team. This is a transparent process
and information will be divulged as it
becomes available. Detailed design
options will be consulted on at the next
stage.

Other similar developments
elsewhere seem to have poor
reviews re. yesterday's technology,
a third of the gas. etc.

CCGTs are the most efficient technology
in converting fossil fuel into electricity.
Efficiencies of up to 60% are achieved.
This compares with 30% for coal fired
power stations. This technology
provides a reliable source of electricity
generation.

Some are located in more remote

The proposal is to develop WEC on one
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areas away from population.

of three sites on the Wrexham Industrial
Estate, one of the largest industrial
estates in the UK, with Kingmoor Park
South being the preferred site.

It is not enough for the promoters
to say that questions will be
answered in due course as they
proceed through the stages. We
need to have a full grasp of the
facts before we can make an
informed choice about our feelings
and what is right for this area,
relative to the impact it is likely to
have on the neighbourhood as well
as the more distant areas
downwind of the site.

The consultation was an informal, nonstatutory consultation designed to cover
our initial proposals and options. WPL
sought initial feedback on the broad
project principles and provided
information on the relevant constraints
and considerations taken in light of the
information available at this stage.
Detailed design options will be consulted
on at the next stage.

Populations beyond our
boundaries are not likely to have
information at this stage and
possibly not at any stage and
therefore we have to be
representatives for all parties likely
to be affected by this proposed
development.

The formal consultation process will be
carried out in accordance with the
requirements of Section 47 of the
Planning Act 2008. A Statement of
Community Consultation will be drafted
in consultation with Wrexham CBC and
will set out how WPL will consult with
the wider community.

The extensive survey carried out in
recent years on local pollution and
wind direction has indicated that
due to the nature of the
surrounding hills there is a micro
climate in which winds are not
predominantly westerly, and south
easterly winds are quite prevalent.
Therefore, 'being away from the
Wrexham area', as quoted, 'as
being an advantage to this
location', is not strictly true.
Wrexham is directly downwind of a
south easterly wind flow. Also to
say that one of the advantages of
the proposed site is that it is away
from Wrexham town is not very
reassuring to those who live close
to the proposed site. It does not
inspire total confidence.

An air quality assessment will be
prepared. The preliminary results of this
assessment will be consulted on at the
next stage of consultation and a final
report will be provided in the
Environmental Statement that will be
submitted as part of the DCO
application. The advantage of being
away from the Wrexham area refers to
the siteʼs appropriate location on the
industrial estate given the landʼs
designation for industrial employment
purposes. It is does not indicate that the
emissions will be harmful. Assessments
will be provided in the Environmental
Statement. [If the respondent can
provide a copy of the survey that you
carried out this may provide WPL with
some useful background information].
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Fossil fuels of any kind produce
harmful emissions / dioxins and we
have seen too many examples in
the region and locally where
controls of emissions have failed in
spite of reassurances from the
companies concerned. In the past
we have seen instances where
once established changes within
the complex have occurred without
consultation with the public. The
Ind. Estate contains many food and
food associated industries which
require a clean, relatively
unpolluted environment.

Wrexham Power Limited is aware of the
presence of food producers on the
Wrexham Industrial Estate and is in
dialogue with these organisations. The
proposed power station will not have
any effects on their operations. The next
stage of consultation will provide more
detailed information.

At the time that an incinerator was
being considered at Bryn Lane
many of these industries were
threatening to move away. The
possibility of a power station might
bring about a similar response with
the inevitable loss of employment.
Also other food industries who
might see the new road as a
potential benefit making the
location more attractive, may now
be put off because of this new
proposal. This new proposal may
well bring some employment, but it
may also cause the loss of
employment from existing
industries moving away and the
loss of new uptakes who would see
this as a potential hazard to their
business.

Discussions with local businesses,
suggest that the unsecure supply of
power to the industrial estate is
beginning to be a factor that is
preventing businesses locating on the
industrial estate, undermining its
competitiveness. As the WEC offers the
opportunity to improve this supply, it is
likely that more businesses would find
the Wrexham Industrial Estate more
attractive and the likelihood of
businesses remaining on site would
potentially increase. No business on the
estate has suggested to WPL that the
proposal will adversely affect their
business. The WEC will burn natural
gas, the same product that the majority
of businesses use within their
businesses. Businesses are also
interested in the potential of a heat
supply from the WEC. An energy survey
has been undertaken and the results will
be presented at the next stage of
consultation.

What about the carbon waste? I
am uncertain about the process of
carbon capture. Where will it be
stored and what happens to it in
the long term?

WPL will need to demonstrate that the
project is ʻcarbon capture readyʼ, and
land for these facilities will be reserved
at the WEC site. However, the DCO
application will not be seeking consent
for any carbon capture and storage
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facility as carbon capture is still
undergoing demonstration testing on a
commercial scale by the Government.
The obligation to demonstrate Carbon
Capture Readiness (CCR) on power
stations with a capacity of more than
300 MWe is determined by DECC as set
out in a Guidance Note, which can be
found in the project library on WPLʼs
website – www.Wrexham-Power.com.
In accordance with the Guidance Note,
WPL will set aside 4 hectares (10 acres)
for this purpose.
What about noise pollution? There
are already various noises coming
from different complexes on the
Ind.Estate, which some people are
finding hard to live with, particularly
at night.

An assessment on noise will be
prepared. The preliminary results of this
assessment will be consulted on at the
next stage of consultation and a final
report will be provided in the
Environmental Statement that will be
submitted as part of the DCO
application.

It has been said that power from
the site will provide 10% of the
energy required by the Ind. Estate,
the rest will serve the needs of
more distant places, like Liverpool,
Manchester etc. This seems to be
a small benefit to the Ind. Estate
and existing industries. If the power
is to be fed into the National Grid
we do not specifically need a
power station on site, it could be
located elsewhere preferably well
away from population and clean
industries. There has been no
mention of any benefits to the local
population. Also does North East
Wales need a third power station? I
hope that this is not a question of
choosing the area with the least
population and therefore the least
possible resistance.

WPL has been told by companies on the
Wrexham Industrial Estate that security
of supply is of importance. This proposal
will both provide a secure power supply
to the industrial estate and the wider
Wrexham area and mean that the area
becomes a net exporter of electricity
rather than relying on imports, whose
reliance cannot be guaranteed.

Wrexham council are in the

The improvement to the road network is
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A thriving and secure Wrexham
Industrial Estate will not only benefit the
businesses on the estate but will also
benefit the local economy more
generally. It has been reported to WPL
that businesses have sought to locate to
the estate but have not done so due to
the insecurity of the electricity supply.

process of completing a new road
access to the Ind. Estate. The poor
road network was always quoted
as being the reason why industry
was reluctant to come to the area.
This being the case we should now
see a greater uptake of designated
land for Tertiary industry and
possibly more food industries in the
near future.

important and welcomed by occupiers
and potential occupiers, although the
existence of the old single circuit supply
to the estate will continue to limit any
future growth until it is addressed.

Never has it been mentioned that
power supply to the industrial
estate is or has been a problem.
We have not been aware of any
dramatic failures over the years,
and there is no reason why the
Electricity Board are unable to
upgrade the system according to
need if it is required in the future.

The interruptions in supply have been
reported to us by a number of
businesses. There are a number of
failures in the form of voltage drops,
frequency issues and short term
outages. These affect different
businesses in different ways although
any outage can have a significant effect
on many businesses on the estate. In
order to upgrade the existing supply the
Distribution Network Operator would
need to install a new connection to
replace the existing connection. They
have no plans to undertake this work
and no obligation to provide an
uninterruptable supply to the estate.

There are reports, Re. Holford
Report 1968 /1969 highlighting
issues relating to electricity pylons.
There are reports suggesting that
there are health risks to those in
close proximity to pylons
particularly amongst children, with
increased risk of cancers.

The pylons and associated infrastructure
will meet the requirements of the Health
Protection Agency, UK government and
International Commission on NonIonizing Radiation Protection (ICNIRP)
guidelines.

I feel that this is an unsuitable site
for the development of a gas fired
power station and that it would be
to the detriment of existing
industries and surrounding
population and would act as a
hindrance to the future up take of
new industries, and would be
detrimental to the amenity of the
landscape.
At face value it is probably a good

Comment noted.

Comment noted.
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idea and who am I to say
otherwise…
…except it appears provision for
capturing or storing the carbon
emitted by the process has been
included. Admittedly the
technology is still in its infancy;
however, having spoken with
several people at varying levels of
expertise, (from local through to
Westminster) the following
statement indicates that ALL new
power stations should be
considering the future impact. It's
not just about the here and now;
we have to consider sustainability
and future generations. It is hoped
“Wrexham” and “CO2 emissions”
will only ever share the same
sentence in a positive way.

WPL will need to demonstrate that the
project is ʻcarbon capture readyʼ, and
land for these facilities will be reserved
at the WEC site. However, the DCO
application will not be seeking consent
for any carbon capture and storage
facility as carbon capture is still
undergoing demonstration testing on a
commercial scale by the Government.
The obligation to demonstrate Carbon
Capture Readiness (CCR) on power
stations with a capacity of more than
300 MWe is determined by DECC as set
out in a Guidance Note, which can be
found in the project library on WPLʼs
website – www.Wrexham-Power.com.
In accordance with the Guidance Note,
WPL will set aside 4 hectares (10 acres)
for this purpose.

Wrexham's need is miniscule
compared to the electricity to be
generated which means the
location of the power station is not
critical.

It should be noted that by locating the
WEC on Wrexham Industrial Estate it
provides the potential for providing
surplus heat to occupiers, which further
helps in offsetting carbon emissions by
reducing the amount of fuel burnt by
those users.
The electricity generated by the WEC
will feed into the national transmission
network, meeting national demand.
Some of the power supplied will be
utilised in the local area. It means that
the area becomes a net exporter of
electricity rather than relying on imports,
whose reliance cannot be guaranteed.
As part of the further detailed
assessments of the site, the
Environmental Statement will provide
assessment on location and need.

There are other sites within the
North West (England & Wales)
where heavy industry and large

Wrexham Industrial Estate is one of the
largest industrial estates in the UK. A
site selection report will be provided in
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scale developments such as this
are already housed and so there
would be likely to be less
resistance from the Community.

the Environmental Statement.

Your representative recently
attended Isycoed Community
Council meeting and undertook to
provide answers to a series of
questions posed on the night and
those are awaited with interest.

Isycoed Community Council will be
written to following the publication of this
report.

Your claim that every householder
in Isycoed had, or would have, a
copy of your promotional literature
has not happened and I attended a
recent meeting in Holt and
similarly, no-one present had
received your literature.

The initial consultation was carried out in
accordance with a Consultation Plan
agreed with Wrexham CBC. WPL did
not rely on just one communications
approach to generate public awareness
but used multiple methods. In addition to
distributing 6,000 leaflets, WPL also
wrote to local councillors, Members of
Parliament, Welsh Assembly Members
and community councils, arranged for
posters to be displayed, placed an
advertisement in the Wrexham Leader
and issued press releases which were
published by the local papers, the BBC
and publicised on local radio.

It is hoped that if you progress this
to the next stage of consultation,
the communities will be kept better
informed.

The next stage in the consultation
process will be carried out in
accordance with the requirements of
Section 47 of the Planning Act 2008.
The SOCC will be drafted in consultation
with Wrexham CBC and will set out how
WPL will consult the community.
The delivery of the WEC will mean that
the Wrexham Industrial Estate will have
a secure power supply. This will help
firms to secure and retain jobs as well
as encourage inward investment,
therefore creating jobs.

I understand that this is a project of
national significance, which will
contribute in increasing the
attractiveness of the Wrexham
Industrial Estate to new and
existing companies. One hopes
that this will help protect and
generate local jobs for local
people, though I think a project of
these proportions will have great
benefits for those living further
afield.
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Wrexham Power's website says
that businesses will be offered
discounted heating. It would be
interesting to know if this offer
would be extended to residents
who would be impacted by the
venture. For example, households
living near to the proposed larger
electricity pylons.

The proposals do not include a district
heating system for local homes.

I would also be curious to know
what the expected life of the
proposed plant would be and if
there would be any contamination
issues from decommissioning.

The proposed power station has an
expected life of up to 75 years, with a
major refit halfway through its life. In
terms of remediation, as gas will not be
stored at the site, remediation would be
limited to removing plant and the
foundations. Details of the
decommissioning will be assessed
within the Environmental Statement that
will be submitted as part of the DCO
process.

It is stated that gas is much
cleaner than coal and oil,
producing far fewer pollutants like
sulphur dioxide in comparison. I
would like to have more
information on the pollution that
such sites generate and how these
would be controlled, bearing in
mind that there are a number of
communities living around the
complex.

Assessments on air quality and
emissions amongst other issues are
being prepared. The preliminary results
of these assessments will be consulted
on at the next stage of consultation and
a final report will be provided in the
Environmental Statement that will be
submitted as part of the DCO
application.

"We will set aside space in our
plans for a Carbon Capture and
Storage plant, if this is required in
future." Surely you should do this
because it is important and a tool
for potentially helping us combat
climate change, rather than
because policy dictates it. We will
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Once operational, emissions would be
monitored by Environment Agency
Wales to ensure that the WEC operates
in accordance with any permit granted
by them and that the statutory limits are
not exceeded. One of the benefits of gas
is that the emissions can be reliably
predicted and therefore managed.
WPL will need to demonstrate that the
project is ʻcarbon capture readyʼ, and
land for these facilities will be reserved
at the WEC site. However, the DCO
application will not be seeking consent
for any carbon capture and storage
facility as carbon capture is still
undergoing demonstration testing on a

do this if legislation forces us?

commercial scale by the Government.
The obligation to demonstrate Carbon
Capture Readiness (CCR) on power
stations with a capacity of more than
300 MWe is determined by DECC as set
out in a Guidance Note, which can be
found in the project library on WPLʼs
website – Wrexham-power.com.
In accordance with the Guidance Note,
WPL will set aside 4 hectares (10 acres)
for this purpose.

You market yourselves as
Wrexham Power Limited.

WPL is a joint venture between two
companies, St. Modwen and Glenfinnan.

Will you be looking to generate
power in any other way such as
renewables? A tie up with Sharp
could be possible? Would be
interested to hear your thoughts on
that?

We are not currently considering any
other forms of power generation as part
of the WEC.

"The Wrexham Energy Centre
proposals are for a Combined
Cycle Gas Turbine power station
(CCGT). Far more efficient than
traditional gas power stations,
CCGT plants use both gas and
steam to generate electricity."
Could you provide info on how
much more efficient if is please? It
could be 1% it could be 50%. Your
claim means nothing without stats.

Current efficiencies in CCGT
technologies, such as those proposed
for the WEC, are in excess of 60%.
Open cycle gas turbines and coal fired
power plants have efficiencies of
approximately 30-35%.

There is "the potential to create a
local heat network to supply the
Wrexham Industrial Estate with a
discounted source of heat" I would
be interested to hear your ideas.

The opportunity to provide a local heat
network on the Wrexham Industrial
Estate is being investigated. We have
instigated an energy survey of the
occupiers of the Wrexham Industrial
Estate to determine viability and need.
More information will be provided at the
next stage of consultation.
The visual effects of the proposals will
be assessed. The preliminary results of
this assessment will be consulted on at
the next stage of consultation and a final

Do not want it! Home will become
unsellable in the local area, impact
on our landscape and cause health
concerns!
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I have recently moved to Francis
Lane from Chester City Centre. I
moved here because of the lovely
rural aspect and the wonderful
expanse of skyline. I am very
concerned that this development
will have a major impact on my
enjoyment of the area as well as
having a negative impact on the
value of my house.

report will be provided in the
Environmental Statement that will be
submitted as part of the DCO
application. The pylon and cables
design will meet the requirements of the
Health Protection Agency, UK
government and International
Commission on Non-Ionizing Radiation
Protection (ICNIRP) guidelines. These
restrict the exposure of individuals to
electromagnetic fields.
The visual impacts together with air
quality (including wind direction),
emissions, noise, landscaping, socioeconomic and site selection are being
assessed. The preliminary results of
these assessments will be consulted on
at the next stage of consultation and a
final report will be provided in the
Environmental Statement that will be
submitted as part of the DCO
application. Impact on property prices is
not a material issue for determining
DCO applications. However, we do not
believe that there will be an impact on
property prices. The WEC will be
located within a designated industrial
area and the pylons will be located in
the most appropriate locations to
minimise their visual prominence.

I feel that there should be more
investment in business's finding
more sustainable ways of creating
and reducing their power
requirements rather than creating
another power station.

Comment noted.

I think the Firestone option should
be revisited as I believe this site is
in the heart of the Industrial estate
and will have less impact on the
rural location. As the Pentre Maelor
Estate is in the heart of the
industrial estate I think the
residents would most benefit from
any negative impact being off set
by cheap power supply.

Our preferred site, Kingmoor Park
South, is within the boundaries of the
Industrial Estate and has planning
permission for a 500,000 sq ft industrial
building. The site is also allocated for
large-scale industrial development in
Policy E3 of the UDP. A power station
would be set against the backdrop of
existing industrial buildings when viewed
from rural areas. However, WPL will
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have regard to consultation responses
on all three sites before WPL makes its
site choice.
I am unsatisfied that I have not
been given the opportunity to
attend any of the consultation
events. As we are in such a rural
area we do not unaware until very
recently that such a development is
being considered that will have
such a detrimental impact on us.
None of the residents of Francis
Lane have had any written
notification to this development
even though it will have such an
impact on us.

The initial consultation was carried out in
accordance with a Consultation Plan
agreed with Wrexham CBC. WPL did
not rely on just one communications
approach to generate public awareness
but used multiple methods. In addition to
distributing 6,000 leaflets, WPL also
wrote to local councillors, Members of
Parliament, Welsh Assembly Members
and community councils, arranged for
posters to be displayed, placed an
advertisement in the Wrexham Leader
and issued press releases which were
published by the local papers, the BBC
and publicised on local radio.

Apart from the visual aspect which
will be devastating I would like
some reassurance on the noise
levels that will be emitted. At night
sometimes we can hear a low hum
from the Kelloggʼs factory which is
tenable but to have even more
noise is unthinkable. I feel deeply
upset by this development and feel
that the short term gains are at the
expense of longer term impact of
everyone.
The new power station will be a
benefit. I am just concerned that
something that may affect me, has
not been notified to us…

A noise assessment will be undertaken.
The preliminary results of this
assessment will be consulted on at the
next stage of consultation and a final
report will be provided in the
Environmental Statement that will be
submitted as part of the DCO
application.

…We are a local business and the
idea of creating a new route, rather
than updating the current route and
extending it seem the most logical
option. As it would affect less
households and businesses.

The visual impacts together with air
quality (including wind direction),
emissions, noise, landscaping, socioeconomic and site selection are being
assessed. The preliminary results of
these assessments will be consulted on
at the next stage of consultation and a
final report will be provided in the
Environmental Statement that will be
submitted as part of the DCO

This is first stage of the process. The
consultation was an informal, nonstatutory consultation designed to cover
our initial proposals and options and for
us to obtain feedback.
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Concerned about the lack of
consultation. The only way we
found out about this was a local
neighbour and the internet.

The map on the website is hard to
read and does not expand large
enough to see Farm and road
names.

application.
The initial consultation was carried out in
accordance with a Consultation Plan
agreed with Wrexham CBC. WPL did
not rely on just one communications
approach to generate public awareness
but used multiple methods. In addition to
distributing 6,000 leaflets, WPL also
wrote to local councillors, Members of
Parliament, Welsh Assembly Members
and community councils, arranged for
posters to be displayed, placed an
advertisement in the Wrexham Leader
and issued press releases which were
published by the local papers, the BBC
and publicised on local radio.

A higher resolution copy of the map was
provided within the project library on the
WEC website. This shows farm and
road names.

We hear more about the proposed
plans for the pylons.

The visual impacts together with air
quality (including wind direction),
emissions, noise, landscaping, socioeconomic and site selection are being
assessed. The preliminary results of
these assessments will be consulted on
at the next stage of consultation and a
final report will be provided in the
Environmental Statement that will be
submitted as part of the DCO
application.
The benefits of discounted rates for The proposals do not include a district
local businesses must be
heating system for local homes.
applicable to the local Farms too.
I cannot understand why you have
not bothered to mail those of us
directly affected by your proposals.
The houses lying very close to your
options. Is it that you have
something to hide, or were afraid of
opposition? A neighbour who had
only just found out herself only
made me aware of your proposals
yesterday. Yet your proposals
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The initial consultation was carried out in
accordance with a Consultation Plan
agreed with Wrexham CBC. WPL did
not rely on just one communications
approach to generate public awareness
but used multiple methods. In addition to
distributing 6,000 leaflets, WPL also
wrote to local councillors, Members of
Parliament, Welsh Assembly Members
and community councils, arranged for

would directly affect most of the
occupants of Woodhouse Lane.
Please, don't be shy and include
everyone who will see or be
affected by your plans.

posters to be displayed, placed an
advertisement in the Wrexham Leader
and issued press releases which were
published by the local papers, the BBC
and publicised on local radio.

As I mentioned early in the survey,
one of the resources lacking in the
area seems to be a plentiful supply
of water. Where is this coming
from? To me a better location for
your power station would be on the
banks of the River Mersey or
indeed the Dee Estuary. The gas is
available, the water is available
and the National grid and
transformer stations are also there.

Our preferred method of cooling is to
use air cooled condensers. In addition to
the visual benefits of employing this
technology through the absence of
vapour plumes, is that it does not
require a substantial constant supply of
water. Water will be reclaimed and used
in the WECʼs steam cycle where
possible. Water needs are currently
being assessed. The preliminary results
of this assessment will be consulted on
at the next stage of consultation and a
final report will be provided in the
Environmental Statement that will be
submitted as part of the DCO
application.

Indeed there is also another power
station there!

The presence of another power station
does not demonstrate that either the gas
or electrical networks have capacity for
further generation. WPL will submit a
site selection report as part of the DCO
application.

I haven't found mention of the
transformer station you will require
or indeed details of pylons and
cables required. Therefore am I
right to assume you propose the
largest, tallest pylons with 6,8
12,16,or 24 cables at 132kv?

A potential substation was shown on
each of the alternative power station
layouts for our preferred site at
Kingmoor Park South. Within our
informal and non-statutory consultation
we proposed two corridors through
which new 400kV infrastructure could
pass. Details of this can be found on our
website at http://www.WrexhamPower.com/connections-eng.html .
The configuration and height of any
infrastructure will be determined by
design work and will be presented at the
next stage of consultation.

While I can understand the
Comment noted. The visual impacts
business interests of your company together with air quality (including wind
please make your proposal as
direction), emissions, noise,
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unobtrusive as possible to the
surrounding areas.

landscaping, socio-economic and site
selection are being assessed. The
preliminary results of these assessment
will be consulted on at the next stage of
consultation and a final report will be
provided in the Environmental
Statement that will be submitted as part
of the DCO application
I live in an area which could be
The initial consultation was carried out in
much affected by the proposals
accordance with a Consultation Plan
and neither I nor ANY of my
agreed with Wrexham CBC. WPL did
neighbours were advised of this. I
not rely on just one communications
only found out by chance that this
approach to generate public awareness
was proposed. I feel quite strongly but used multiple methods. In addition to
that I should have been included in distributing 6,000 leaflets, WPL also
the leaflet drop. Until the power line wrote to local councillors, Members of
route is more certain it is not
Parliament, Welsh Assembly Members
possible to finalise my objections
and community councils, arranged for
particularly at short notice.
posters to be displayed, placed an
advertisement in the Wrexham Leader
and issued press releases which were
published by the local papers, the BBC
and publicised on local radio.
We own a property that has land
The initial consultation was carried out in
within what you describe as “Route accordance with a Consultation Plan
Corridor North” on your marked up agreed with Wrexham CBC. WPL did
Ordnance Survey plan available
not rely on just one communications
from your website and shown as
approach to generate public awareness
the “Electrical Connection Plan.
but used multiple methods. In addition to
Map references to the land we
distributing 6,000 leaflets, WPL also
own: Northings : REDACTED
wrote to local councillors, Members of
metres. Eastings : REDACTED
Parliament, Welsh Assembly Members
metres. SJ REDACTED Map
and community councils, arranged for
references for the house:
posters to be displayed, placed an
Northings: REDACTED Eastings:
advertisement in the Wrexham Leader
REDACTED SJ REDACTED We
and issued press releases which were
have only become aware of your
published by the local papers, the BBC
plans today from a neighbour, and and publicised on local radio.
are disappointed that you have not
complied with your own
As a point of reference, the application
consultation document section 3.1 will not be made under s36 and s37 of
that: “All addresses in this zone will the Electricity Act 1989. For projects of
receive direct communications
this type in Wales, developers must now
detailing the proposals, for
apply for a Development Consent Order
example the project leaflets and all under procedures introduced by the
residents will have multiple
Planning Act 2008, the process for
opportunities to attend local
which is outlined on the project website,
consultation events.” Because we
www.Wrexham-Power.com.
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were not made aware we have
consequently been unable to
attend any of your consultation
events. I hope that at least you will
incorporate our views within
responses you have already
received, in any event we will
consider how best our views are
put to the Department of Energy
and Climate Change when you
seek consent under Section 36 and
37 of the Electricity Act 1989.
Wishing to make you aware of our
initial thoughts without further delay
we have set out below some of our
views:
1. Why is the proposed scheme so
large at 1GW? Only 12 miles away,
Connahs Quay Power Station at
1.4GW produces enough electricity
for half the houses in Wales and is
located in a much more
appropriate area. There is no
strategic or operational need for
such a development in Wrexham.

1. North Wales and North West England
will be a net importer of electricity by
2017/18 according to information
prepared by National Grid. The amount
of import will increase substantially if the
replacement for Wylfa nuclear plant is
delayed/cancelled. The DCO application
will be for a power station with a
capacity of up to 1,200 MWe. Need will
be assessed as part of our
environmental impact assessment. The
proposed connection point to the
national electricity transmission system
is the Legacy Substation. In contrast to
Deeside Substation, to which Connahʼs
Quay and Deeside power stations are
already connected, there is no other
generation connected at this point,
which increases the inherent resilience
of the electricity network.

2. The Overarching National Policy
Statement for Energy (EN-1)1, in
stating that 22GW of capacity
needs to be replaced by 2020 does
not propose that this capacity is in
entirely new locations. The most
sensible siting for new capacity is,
and will be on the site of old
capacity utilizing existing
infrastructure.

2. Some new capacity can be built on
existing/former generating sites, and this
has been undertaken in a number of
locations. However, in order to meet the
energy challenge, new sites are required
in different locations as there are
insufficient available existing sites that
are in the right location to balance
supply and demand across the National
Grid.
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3. In a scheme of this magnitude
even operating at 60% efficiency
400 MWe of heat will be discarded
to the atmosphere through cooling
towers. You make mention of CHP
and opportunities for sale of some
of this heat but I would challenge
you to provide evidence that you
could find customers for even 5%
of that. Smaller CHP schemes,
properly sized to meet a local
industrial load can achieve overall
efficiencies of 80 to 90%,

3. After allowing for mechanical and
other losses, WEC would generate
approximately 300 MWe of heat to the
air cooled condensers. It is unlikely that
a large proportion of this heat could be
used although any heat that is used will
reduce the cost to businesses on the
estate and reduce their emissions. To
determine need, WPL is conducting an
energy survey of the occupiers to
understand energy usage and
requirements of the industrial estate.
The results of this survey will be
available at the next stage of
consultation.

4. A new 400kV overhead line
meeting the necessary
requirements for safety clearances
will without doubt, have a very
significant visual impact in an area
bordering both the North and South
route that the Local Authority has
designated “Special Landscape
Area” within the Development plan.
This means that: a. Special
attention will be paid to minimising
visual impact both from nearby and
distant viewpoints. b. and that
“development…….. will be strictly
controlled”. c. The Development
Plan indicates that the landscape
be enhanced not degraded. The
Local Authority in safeguarding the
interests of those who they
represent (and pay their salaries)
will be negligent in their duties if
they ignore this. You should note
that the 132kV Scottish
Power/Manweb line on your
proposed Southern route is of a
low profile design. To my
knowledge If you adopt this route
and upgrade to 400kV the new
towers would be substantially taller
at about 46 metres compared with I
believe, 13 metres.

4. WPL is aware of the profile of the
existing SP Manweb 132kV single circuit
connection. A landscape and visual
impact assessment will be carried out
for the electrical connection route
corridors as part of the proposalsʼ
Environmental Statement. The design of
the pylons will meet the requirements of
the Health Protection Agency, UK
Government and International
Commission on Non-Ionizing Radiation
Protection (ICNIRP) guidelines.
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5. Note that in the area of Sontley
there is a “Wildlife site of County
Importance” and to the west
towards the Legacy substation
there is “Ancient semi natural
Woodland” and yet you have in the
North route proposed a route
straight through here.

5. An ecology assessment will be
undertaken including assessment of
impacts on local wildlife. The preliminary
results of this assessment will be
consulted on at the next stage of
consultation and a final report will be
provided in the Environmental
Statement that will be submitted as part
of the DCO application.

6. Already in this area there are
two 132kV high voltage lines,
about 1 mile apart and running
West-East, one to the North
terminating at Kings Mill, and
another as you refer to in the
Route Corridor option South. To
propose a third overhead line,
between these two is extraordinary
and demands the closest of
scrutiny. For example: a. Have you
considered the option of the
existing route ending at Kings Mill
extended by 4 miles instead of the
10 miles as proposed by the North
Option, or 14 miles of a
significantly more dominant south
route? A shorter connection is less
expensive, less disruptive, has
fewer losses, and requires less
maintenance and fewer
landowners to seek consent from.
b. If the scheme sizing was
proportionate to the local needs the
existing 132kV infrastructure may
well be sufficient.

6. Further assessment of the preferred
electrical connection route will be
undertaken and will be consulted on at
the next stage of consultation and a final
report will be provided in the
Environmental Statement that will be
submitted as part of the DCO
application.

7. The Holford Rules set out 7
rules offering guidance for the
siting of overhead transmission
lines. a. Rule 3 advises against
routes with bends that necessitate
unsightly angle towers. b. Rule 6
advises against routes adjacent to
other lines. Both the North and
South option ignore Rules 3 and 6.
c. Also the Northern route ignores

7. The Holford rules will be applied in
this process.

The Kings Mill extension option was
considered although the need to
upgrade this route, due to export
capacity and line losses, to a 400kV line
was not considered feasible. Any
upgraded line would have to be in place
before the existing line was removed to
ensure that a supply was maintained to
Wrexham. This solution will also
necessitate the construction of a new
400kV substation at Kings Mill or a new
132kV line from the WEC back to Kings
Mill to provide a supply to Wrexham.
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the requirement for avoiding
prominent locations (rules 4 and 5).
8. You will no doubt refute any
claims of the adverse effects of
Electro Magnetic Fields, but
whether the effects are harmful or
not there would be a significant
effect on the value of property near
any new 400kV line (North route)
or a dramatic upgrade of the South
route from the existing 13m 132kV
low profile “portal design” to 45m
400kV lattice towers. Those same
landowners will be expected to
enter new or revised Wayleave
agreements and may (should) be
unwilling to do so.

8. The pylon and cable design will meet
the requirements of the Health
Protection Agency, UK government and
International Commission on NonIonizing Radiation Protection (ICNIRP)
guidelines. These restrict the exposure
of individuals to electromagnetic fields.
The acquisition of land rights to
accommodate new infrastructure is part
of the DCO process.

9. If implementation of your
consultation procedure falls short
of the written procedure supporting
your plans you do not inspire
confidence that anything else
written down can be believed.

9. The initial consultation was carried
out in accordance with a Consultation
Plan agreed with Wrexham CBC. WPL
did not rely on just one communications
approach to generate public awareness
but used multiple methods. In addition to
distributing 6,000 leaflets, WPL also
wrote to local councillors, Members of
Parliament, Welsh Assembly Members
and community councils, arranged for
posters to be displayed, placed an
advertisement in the Wrexham Leader
and issued press releases, which were
published by the local papers, the BBC
and publicised on local radio.

10. There is no need as such for
this proposal in this location, a
smaller scale development that
utilises much of the existing
infrastructure should be
encouraged, this proposal has little
need, much in the way of
disadvantages particularly in
respect of the grid connections and
the benefits for anyone other than
St Modwen and Glenfinnan
Properties are hard to see.

10. The existing infrastructure could not
be used for any form of increased power
generating development. It is an aged,
single circuit connection, which
experiences multiple faults every year.
There are no plans to upgrade this
circuit and it could not be used for
generation, as its resilience cannot be
guaranteed.
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WPLʼs proposals will provide a new dual
circuit connection into the Wrexham
Industrial Estate from which connections

can be made to the power supply for the
industrial estate. This will be of benefit to
all of the existing 300+ businesses on
the Wrexham Industrial Estate, who
between them employ over 7,000
people. This will reduce the current cost
of failures and assist in job retention and
creation.
The potential impacts, including air
quality (including wind direction),
emissions, noise, landscaping and
visual, socio-economic and site
selection are being assessed. The
preliminary results of these
assessments will be consulted on at the
next stage of consultation and a final
report will be provided in the
Environmental Statement that will be
submitted as part of the DCO
application.
We strongly object to the proposals The potential visual impact, as well as
to put additional pylons in an area
air quality (including wind direction),
of unspoilt and protected
emissions, ecology, noise, landscaping,
countryside. The land is relatively
socio-economic and site selection are
flat and the pylons will be an
being assessed. The preliminary results
eyesore for miles around both
of these assessments will be consulted
proposed routes. In this day and
on at the next stage of consultation and
age if the lines are necessary they a final report will be provided in the
should be underground.
Environmental Statement that will be
submitted as part of the DCO
application.
While it is appreciated that an
underground connection may be
considered a popular option, the cost of
doing so would render the project
commercially unviable. It would also
present operational obstacles when it
comes to maintaining the connection
and fault checking. Undergrounding
causes greater environmental and
ecological harm due to the need to
excavate a corridor with a width of
between 30 to 40m. This could be wider
to account for physical constraints such
as roads or watercourses.

207

Why were we not informed about
the proposals when it is clear that
we would be affected by either
route?

Please update us with any future
meetings or progress with regards
to this project as we are very
opposed to the proposed northern
route for the electricity connection.
I would like to understand why the
initial consultation did not include
those property owners who may be
directly affected by the proposal.

I understand from my neighbour
that you have agreed to extend the
deadline for objections to 22/8/12
and I would like email confirmation
from you that this is the case by
return, or I will be writing to the
Council and your Board of
Directors.
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The initial consultation was carried out in
accordance with a Consultation Plan
agreed with Wrexham CBC. WPL did
not rely on just one communications
approach to generate public awareness
but used multiple methods. In addition to
distributing 6,000 leaflets, WPL also
wrote to local councillors, Members of
Parliament, Welsh Assembly Members
and community councils, arranged for
posters to be displayed, placed an
advertisement in the Wrexham Leader
and issued press releases, which were
published by the local papers, the BBC
and publicised on local radio.
Comment noted.

The initial consultation was carried out in
accordance with a Consultation Plan
agreed with Wrexham CBC. WPL did
not rely on just one communications
approach to generate public awareness
but used multiple methods. In addition to
distributing 6,000 leaflets, WPL also
wrote to local councillors, Members of
Parliament, Welsh Assembly Members
and community councils, arranged for
posters to be displayed, placed an
advertisement in the Wrexham Leader
and issued press releases which were
published by the local papers, the BBC
and publicised on local radio.
The consultation deadline was not
extended. However, all of the
consultation responses received up to
the end of October 2012 have been
included in this report and WPL is
having regard to such consultation
responses.

Appendix 30 - Logged phone conversations
Date
11 June 2012
11 June 2012
12 June 2012

12 June 2012

14 June 2012

15 June 2012

29 June 2012
29 June 2012
11 July 2012

11 July 2012
11 July 2012

23 July 2012

25 July 2012

16 August 2012

Detail
Press phone call
requesting project details.
Press phone call
requesting project details.
Individual compiling
report on new schemes,
requested project details.
Contractor enquiry
regarding engineering
services.
Enquiry about future job
opportunities at the power
station.
Contractor enquiry
regarding engineering
services.
Leaflet not received by
local resident.
Leaflet not received by
local resident.
Contractor enquiry
regarding recruitment
services.
Leaflet not received by
local resident.
Query as to how close
caller's property is to new
infrastructure. Requested
that infrastructure be
located away from the
property.
Contractor enquiry
regarding engineering
services.
Leaflet not received by
local resident.
Resident collecting
feedback from other
residents against the
North Corridor with the
aim of submitting by 22
August with more to be
received by 1 September

WPLʼs response
Details provided.
Details provided.
Details provided.

Details taken and project
information provided.
It was too early to say
exactly what opportunities
would be provided.
Details taken and project
information provided.
Leaflet sent by post and
project description given.
Leaflet sent by post and
project description given.
Details taken and project
information provided.
Leaflet sent by post and
project description given.
Location noted and request
logged.

Details taken and project
information provided.
Offered to send leaflet to
caller however this was not
taken up.
Noted.
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21 August 2012

19 September 2012

9 October 2012

9 October 2012

15 October 2012
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2012.
Local resident called
requesting project
information and
expressing concern at
North Corridor. Feedback
to be submitted by email.
Call regarding house
prices in the vicinity of the
power station site and
when further consultation
would be held.

Request for further
information around the
site and the orientation of
infrastructure on the site.
Request for details of
when will more
information around the
proposals be made
available to the public.
Query following previous
email around the loss of
value of callerʼs property
and how this will be
compensated.

Details provided and WPL
noted the concern
expressed and that
feedback would be
submitted by email.
Impact on property prices
is not a material issue for
determining DCO
applications. However, we
do not believe that there
will be an impact on
property prices. The WEC
will be located within a
designated industrial area
and the pylons will be
located in the most
appropriate locations to
minimise their visual
prominence.
Information issued via
email.

The consultation feedback
report would shortly be
published and further
consultation would be held
in early 2013.
At this stage, these exact
details could not be
provided as a design had
not been produced,
however the location of the
WEC on the Wrexham
Industrial Estate provides
an appropriate context for
this type of infrastructure.

Appendix 31 - Emailed feedback
The following table summarises e-mails that were sent to the info@WrexhamPower.com, the projectʼs dedicated email address.
Date
10 June 2012

Detail
E-mail from BBC Wales
requesting a phone call.

12 June 2012

Request to sign up for project
updates.
Details of contractor services
supplied following phone call.
Resident of Isycoed strongly
opposes preferred power station
site.
Contractor enquiry regarding legal
services.
Request for project leaflet.

12 June 2012
12 June 2012

15 June 2012
18 June 2012
20 June 2012
23 June 2012
26 June 2012
29 June 2012

Request to sign up for project
updates.
Contractor enquiry regarding
construction services.
Contractor enquiry regarding
environmental services.
Having looked at the website
proposals for the intended power
plant on the Wrexham Industrial
Estate I wish to object in the
strongest possible terms as a
resident of Holt, a village where
there is to be no consultation
exhibition apparently, despite its
close proximity to the site.
The damage to the breathable air
quality in the village in terms of
sulphur and other dangerous
exhaust emissions into the
atmosphere is totally
unacceptable. Holt and Farndon
(conservation areas) are only two
of many high density residential
areas affected, most of which
have primary schools. The
destruction to the local Dee valley

WPLʼs initial response
Contacted the journalist on the
number provided and supplied
project details.
Added to mailing list.
Details taken and added to mailing
list.
Comment noted.

Details taken and project
information provided.
Project leaflet sent to address
provided.
Added to mailing list.
Details taken and project
information provided.
Details taken and project
information provided.
The nearest event was held at
Redwither Tower, some 3 miles
away from Holt. However, an event
in Holt during the next round of
consultation will be considered by
WPL.

From our initial understanding of
the potential environmental issues,
we do not expect there to be
adverse impacts on the local
school. Further work is being
carried out under an environmental
impact assessment, which will
assess the impacts and mitigation
measures, including air quality
(including wind direction),
emissions, noise, landscape and
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and other ecology would be
irreparable, as would the
detriment of the scheme to the
historic built environment.
Wrexham Council should not
entertain being a stakeholder in a
scheme of this nature, but I donʼt
suppose given their track record it
will be the last time.

visual impact (for both the power
station and the electrical cable
connection route), socio-economic
and site selection. The preliminary
results of these assessments will
be consulted on at the next stage
of consultation and a final report
will be provided in the
Environmental Statement that will
be submitted as part of the DCO
application.

The website says ʻOur DCO
application will be made to a
department of the National
Infrastructure Directorate. Final
approval would be given by the
Secretary of State based on the
recommendation of the Planning
Inspectorate. Wrexham County
Borough Council will not decide
the application but will be a key
stakeholder throughout the
application processʼ.
So the locals wonʼt even DECIDE
on this process. I donʼt know who
the National Infrastructure
Directorate consist of but I am
sure they have no interest in the
local residents or our atmosphere,
and live many miles from the
Wrexham Industrial estate. These
kind of proposals make a
mockery of the lip service the
Council pay to ʻA Greener
Environment!ʼ.

The Planning Inspectorateʼs
National Infrastructure Directorate
handles projects, which are defined
as Nationally Significant
Infrastructure Projects (NSIP) from
across Wales and England from a
central office in Bristol. At present,
decisions on electricity generation
projects are made by the UKʼs
Secretary of State for Energy and
Climate Change. This process is
defined within the Planning Act
2008, the process of which is
outlined on the project website,
www.Wrexham-Power.com or by
contacting the Planning
Inspectorate.

I notice all the frenzied road
ʻimprovementsʼ to the Industrial
Estate between Wrexham and
Holt, undoubtedly to make the
area more attractive to this kind of
development.

The new road replaces the
previously inadequate road access
to the Wrexham Industrial Estate,
one of the largest industrial estates
in the UK. We believe that this road
has been widely welcomed by
occupiers of the estate and has
been constructed to assist the
growth of the estate and its
occupiers.

Wrexham CBC has a significant
role in considering WPLʼs future
Development Consent Order
application. WPL has been in
discussion with the council since
2009.

1 July 2012
2 July 2012
2 July 2012
2 July 2012
3 July 2012

The website also adds ʻAlthough
Carbon Capture and Storage
technology hasnʼt yet been used
on a commercial scale, the UK
and Welsh governments are
committed to making the nation a
world leader in CCS technology.
In accordance with government
guidance. We will set aside space
in our plans for a Carbon Capture
and Storage plant, if this is
required in future.

WPL will need to demonstrate that
the project is ʻcarbon capture
readyʼ, and land for these facilities
will be reserved at the WEC site.
However, the DCO application will
not be seeking consent for any
carbon capture and storage facility
as carbon capture is still
undergoing demonstration testing
on a commercial scale by the
Government. Once proven at
commercial scale, the technology
will be adopted.

So we are also to be guinea pigs
for largely untried technologies.
All these detrimental
considerations completely
outweigh any benefits in terms of
potential jobs and production of
power. How many times do the
rate paying local residents have
to say this – we donʼt anything
like this in our area EVER.

The obligation to demonstrate
Carbon Capture Readiness (CCR)
on power stations with a capacity
of more than 300MWe is
determined by DECC as set out in
a Guidance Note, which can be
found in the project library on
WPLʼs website – www.WrexhamPower.com.

Contractor enquiry regarding web
services.
Thanks given for contacting
Lesley Griffithsʼ office.
Declined invite to business
breakfast.
Request to sign up for project
updates.
We are currently building two
houses at postcode LL13 9RN.
Which will be 300mʼs away from
your proposed site. We are half
way through the project.
The properties were due to go on
the market in November 2012. As
your power plant proposals are
being advertised everywhere, our
estate agent advises us that we
will have great difficulty selling
them and there will be a heavy
decrease in value.

In accordance with the Guidance
Note, WPL will set aside 4 hectares
(10 acres) for this purpose.
Details noted.
Comment noted.
Comment noted.
Added to mailing list.
Our preferred site, Kingmoor Park
South, is within the boundaries of
the industrial estate. It is a
brownfield site, having previously
been a fibreglass factory and it
already has planning permission
for a 500,000 sq ft industrial
building. The site is also allocated
for large scale industrial
development in Policy E3 of the
UDP. A power station on this site
would be set against the backdrop
of existing industrial buildings when
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All our money is invested in the
viewed from rural areas.
development, and we are going to
have serious financial difficulties
as the proposals and planning will
go on for several years, and we
do not expect to sell them whilst
there is so much uncertainty
about your plans.
We are under very strict
environmental regulations and our
properties are one of the first to
be under the Code for
Sustainable Homes in Wales.
This was another very expensive
outlay incurred under the
Governments plans to cut carbon
emissions. Now you propose to
build a fossil fuelled power
station, which goes against
everything the Government has
imposed on us.

3 July 2012
4 July 2012
7 July 2012

18 July 2012
30 July 2012

31 July 2012
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The Governmentʼs National Policy
Statements on Energy (2011)
acknowledge the future need for
gas-fired power stations as a
ʻstepping-stoneʼ on the road to a
low carbon economy and the
Government has acknowledged
that gas will need to form part of
the country's energy mix if there is
to be security of supply.

Plus the amount of publicity you
The initial consultation was carried
have already generated is enough out in accordance with a
to send us bankrupt.
Consultation Plan agreed with
Wrexham CBC, including the multichannel methods used to increase
public awareness of the proposals.
We are obliged to widely publicise
the proposals.
Employment opportunities query. Details taken.
Contractor enquiry regarding
Details taken.
training services.
Attendee of exhibition event who
Project leaflet sent to addresses
request a leaflet for himself and
provided and a link to the online
three of his neighbours.
comment form sent via email.
Requested a link to online
feedback form as preferred
method of communication.
Contractor enquiry regarding
Details taken.
recruitment services.
Think this is a great idea to bring
Comment noted.
Wrexham Power to the industrial
estate. We Back you 100%!!.
I am writing in response to the
The initial consultation was carried
consultation process that has
out in accordance with a
been recently announced.
Consultation Plan agreed with

I am concerned about the fact
that despite living within half a
mile of the proposed site we have
received no notification and have
had to learn about this process
through word of mouth, by which
time your ʻpublic exhibition
eventsʼ had passed (which were
all on a week day making
attendance difficult for those of us
who work a distance from home).

Wrexham CBC. WPL did not rely
on just one communications
approach to generate public
awareness but used multiple
methods. In addition to distributing
6,000 leaflets, WPL also wrote to
local councillors, Members of
Parliament, Welsh Assembly
Members and community councils,
arranged for posters to be
displayed, placed an advertisement
in the Wrexham Leader and issued
press releases, which were
published by the local papers, the
BBC and publicised on local radio.

I am also concerned that when I
did call the consultation team by
telephone I was given
information, that I found, at a later
date, to be untrue. This may have
been because an untrained or
misinformed advisor was not
expecting probing questions and
should have passed me on to
someone more senior but it does
not inspire confidence in the
integrity of the process.

It is unclear to which information
this comment refers, but WPL is
able to clarify if the point is
explained.

Having read the website, I have
now been made aware that there
is a proforma response to the
consultation. This does not give
enough flexibility or opportunity to
give a response in a broader
sense and enable us to express
our true unbiased opinions.

Comment noted, however,
feedback could be provided in
other forms, including by email,
such as this response, and in
writing.

My immediate reaction to this
consultation is why Wrexham?
There are two relatively new
power stations in Connahʼs Quay,
which is only 23 miles away by
road, being Connahʼs Quay
(1,420 MW gas-fired CCGT type)
and Deeside (498 MWe gas-fired
CCGT type).

The Wrexham area is a net
importer of power, meaning that it
consumes more power than it
produces. This proposal will both
provide a secure power supply to
the industrial estate and the wider
Wrexham area and mean that the
area becomes a net exporter of
electricity rather than relying on
imports, whose reliance cannot be
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guaranteed. Furthermore, the
proposed connection point to the
national electricity transmission
system is the Legacy Substation. In
contrast to Deeside Substation, to
which Connahʼs Quay and Deeside
power stations are already
connected, there is no other
generation connected at this point,
which increases the inherent
resilience of the electricity network.
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There is currently also Shotton
(210 MWe gas-fired CCGT type)
although this is due to close in
2012 due to more efficient
stations coming on stream.

The closure of Shotton means that
electricity is being generated more
efficiently in alternative facilities,
which produce less emissions.

The proposed site does not have
the required infrastructure, in that
a gas pipeline and power cables
are required. In the case of the
power cables these would be
even closer to the houses of our
village and would create new
disruption to the small field
enclosures of the farms and to the
beautiful landscape.

Further work is being carried out
under an environmental impact
assessment, which will assess the
impacts and mitigation measures of
the new infrastructure. These
assessments include landscape
and visual impact of the power
station and the electrical and gas
connection route corridors. The
preliminary results of these
assessments will be consulted on
at the next stage of consultation
and a final report will be provided in
the Environmental Statement that
will be submitted as part of the
DCO application.

The distance needed to transfer
the power to the grid is
considerable. Is this really a
green solution given the loss of
energy in the transfer, and the
loss of valuable agricultural land
for our already struggling local,
relatively small farms?

WPL proposes to build the
infrastructure required. By utilising
400kV connections any line losses
are minimised. The distance to
Legacy substation is relatively
short.

The other operational stations in
Wales are near the coast, as I
understand, this provides a

Not all operational stations in the
UK are near the coast or use
cooling water directly from the sea,

source for cooling water for the
process. Wrexham Power are
proposing to use an air cooling
method. Is this site suitable for
this given the exposure of the site
to strong winds from varying
directions?

estuaries or rivers. Our preferred
method of cooling is to use an air
cooled condenser. In addition to
the visual benefits this technology,
the absence of vapour plumes, it
does not require a substantial
constant supply of water. Further
work is being carried out under an
environmental impact assessment,
which will assess the water needs.
The preliminary results of this
assessment will be consulted on at
the next stage of consultation and a
final report will be provided in the
Environmental Statement that will
be submitted as part of the DCO
application.

While the proposal is for a station
on the Wrexham Industrial Estate,
the station would be on the
outskirts and actually using a
large amount of ʻgreenʼ land, the
proportion of brown field being
small. Our village has been a
neighbour of the estate for many
years without really being effected
as the estate occupies a natural
dip in the landscape, and
generally the landscape of the
estate is not of an industrial
nature, being mostly
manufacturing and warehouse
type units. Industrial landscapes
such as that of a power station
can be seen locally around the
areas of Ellesmere Port and
Runcorn, for example. These
areas are also close to water for
cooling, have gas and electricity
infrastructure nearby and have
large areas of brown field ready
for regeneration. I appreciate that
the Kelloggʼs plant at Wrexham is
of an industrial nature but this is
unique on the estate and its
emissions are of a pleasant odour
which do not affect wildlife, farm

Wrexham Industrial Estate is one of
the largest industrial estates in the
UK. Our preferred site, Kingmoor
Park South, is allocated for large
scale development, Policy E3 of
the UDP, and is subject to an
extant consent for a 500,000 sq ft
high bay industrial/warehouse
building.
An environmental impact
assessment will be provided, which
will include assessments on air
quality and emissions amongst
other issues. The power station can
only begin operation with an
Environmental Permit, which
regulates the emissions of the
power station. The preliminary
results of this assessment will be
consulted on at the next stage of
consultation and a final report will
be provided in the Environmental
Statement that will be submitted as
part of the DCO application.
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animals or crops.
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I have concerns regarding the
effect of emissions from the
power station and the effect of
magnetic and electric fields from
the overhead wires and pylons on
the local environment. The effect
on local crops, vital for the
sustainability of small farms not
only locally but across the river in
South Cheshire and beyond, also
the effect on the delicately
balanced ecology of the River
Dee just over half a mile from the
proposed site. I am concerned
about the effect on birds and
wildlife including the protected
Great Crested Newt. I have been
unable to get answers to my
concerns from the company.

The pylon and cables design will
meet the requirements of the
Health Protection Agency, UK
government and International
Commission on Non-Ionizing
Radiation Protection (ICNIRP)
guidelines. These restrict the
exposure of individuals to
electromagnetic fields. A portion of
agricultural land will be lost around
the base of pylons, depending on
their final location, however the
remainder of the fields would still
be viable for agriculture. However,
owners/tenants will be
compensated for any loss of land
and for oversailing transmission
cables. The loss of agricultural land
will be considered as part of the
environmental impact assessment
and an ecology assessment will be
undertaken that will include
assessment of impacts on local
wildlife. The preliminary results of
these assessments will be
consulted on at the next stage of
consultation and a final report will
be provided in the Environmental
Statement that will be submitted as
part of the DCO application.

Your company lists one of the
reasons for choosing the site as
the proximity of the high demand
for electricity from businesses on
the Industrial Estate, when in
reality the demand from this
would only use about 10% of the
amount produced, the remainder
going to the national grid. Looking
at the ʻHeat Mapʼ available from
the Department of Energy which
indicates ʻhot spots ʻof demand,
shows Wrexham town centre as a
moderate hot spot, not the
industrial estate, with huge

The opportunity to provide a local
heat network on the Wrexham
Industrial Estate is being
investigated. We have instigated an
energy survey of the occupiers of
the Wrexham Industrial Estate to
determine viability and need.
Details will be provided at the next
stage.

corridors either side of this with
very low demand.
The prospect of long term
employment for Wrexham is not
as positive as your proposal
suggests. The similar sized
Power Station at Connahs Quay
employs only 24 people.

WPLʼs proposals will provide a new
dual circuit connection into the
Wrexham Industrial Estate from
which connections can be made to
the power supply for the industrial
estate. This will be of benefit to all
of the existing 300+ businesses on
the Wrexham Industrial Estate, who
between them employ over 7,000
people. This will reduce the current
cost of failure and assist in job
retention and creation.
The socio-economic assessment of
the proposals will be provided in
the Environmental Statement. The
preliminary results of this
assessment will be consulted on at
the next stage of consultation and a
final report will be provided in the
Environmental Statement that will
be submitted as part of the DCO
application.

A real concern for me if this
proposal should be to go ahead
would be the companyʼs
commitment to the ʻgreenʼ aspect
of the process, carbon capture. I
am aware that this is a process
for the future, but realistically is
this an appropriate site for
transferring carbon dioxide by
pipeline to disused gas or oil
fields under the sea which is what
the Government is proposing?
The route if this were possible
would be long and expensive.
Have the company considered
this in proposing this site?

WPL will need to demonstrate that
the project is ʻcarbon capture
readyʼ, and land for these facilities
will be reserved at the WEC site.
However, the DCO application will
not be seeking consent for any
carbon capture and storage facility
as carbon capture is still
undergoing demonstration testing
on a commercial scale by the
Government. Once proven at
commercial scale, the technology
will be adopted.
The obligation to demonstrate
Carbon Capture Readiness (CCR)
on power stations with a capacity
of more than 300MWe is
determined by DECC as set out in
a Guidance Note, which can be
found in the project library on
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WPLʼs website – www.WrexhamPower.com.
In accordance with the Guidance
Note, WPL will set aside 4 hectares
(10 acres) for this purpose.

3 August
2012
(received
from a
second
respondent)
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The website states that one site
considered in Wrexham had not
been nominated as it was not
available. While I do not agree
that a station is required in
Wrexham, I think that this shows
a flaw in the thinking of the
proposers. The power
requirements of the country, and
the decisions made in relation to
that should not be based on
which land is available at the right
price to suit the developer, but
should be made on a strategic
basis.

WPL will have regard to
consultation responses on site
selection before WPL makes its
site choice. WPLʼs preferred site is
Kingmoor Park South. A site
selection report will be provided in
the Environmental Statement that
will be submitted as part of the
DCO application. Availability and
land price are two separate issues
in site selection. If land is not
available it would be inappropriate
to progress such a project on land
not in the control of the promoter.

In conclusion I accept that there
will be further development of the
industrial estate within the current
designated area however a
development of the nature
proposed is not in keeping with
the rest of the estate. This area of
North East Wales has its fair
share of power providers and
there is no basis for a new one on
the edge of the countryside given
that there are potentially so many
less sensitive sites available.
I am writing in response to the
consultation process that has
been recently announced.

Comment noted. The industrial
precedent set by the Estate, the
major industrial planning allocation
within the Policy E3 of the UDP and
the planning consent granted for a
500,000 sq ft high bay
warehouse/industrial building,
provide a suitable visual and land
use context for the WEC.

I am concerned about the fact
that despite living within half a
mile of the proposed site we have
received no notification and have
had to learn about this process
through word of mouth, by which
time your ʻpublic exhibition
eventsʼ had passed (which were

The initial consultation was carried
out in accordance with a
Consultation Plan agreed with
Wrexham CBC. WPL did not rely
on just one communications
approach to generate public
awareness but used multiple
methods. In addition to distributing
6,000 leaflets, WPL also wrote to
local councillors, Members of
Parliament, Welsh Assembly
Members and community councils,

all on a week day making
attendance difficult for those of us
who work a distance from home).

arranged for posters to be
displayed, placed an advertisement
in the Wrexham Leader and issued
press releases which were
published by the local papers, the
BBC and publicised on local radio.
Feedback relating to improving the
provision and distribution of
information will be taken into
account for the next stage of
consultation.

I am also concerned that when I
did call the consultation team by
telephone I was given
information, that I found, at a later
date, to be untrue. This may have
been because an untrained or
misinformed advisor was not
expecting probing questions and
should have passed me on to
someone more senior but it does
not inspire confidence in the
integrity of the process.

It is unclear which information this
comment refers, but WPL will seek
to clarify if the point is explained.

Having read the website, I have
now been made aware that there
is a proforma response to the
consultation. This does not give
enough flexibility or opportunity to
give a response in a broader
sense and enable us to express
our true unbiased opinions.

Comment noted, however,
feedback could be provided in
other forms including by email,
such as this response, and in
writing.

My immediate reaction to this
consultation is why Wrexham?
There are two relatively new
power stations in Connahʼs Quay,
which is only 23 miles away by
road, being Connahʼs Quay
(1,420 MW gas-fired CCGT type)
and Deeside (498 MWe gas-fired
CCGT type).

The Wrexham area is a net
importer of power, meaning that it
consumes more power than it
produces. This proposal will both
provide a secure power supply to
the industrial estate and the wider
Wrexham area and mean that the
area becomes a net exporter of
electricity rather than relying on
imports, whose reliance cannot be
guaranteed. Furthermore, the
proposed connection point to the
national electricity transmission
system is the Legacy Substation. In
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contrast to Deeside Substation, to
which Connahʼs Quay and Deeside
power stations are already
connected, there is no other
generation connected at this point,
which increases the inherent
resilience of the electricity network.
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There is currently also Shotton
(210 MWe gas-fired CCGT type)
although this is due to close in
2012 due to more efficient
stations coming on stream.

The closure of Shotton means that
electricity is being generated more
efficiently in alternative facilities,
which produce less emissions.

The proposed site does not have
the required infrastructure, in that
a gas pipeline and power cables
are required. In the case of the
power cables these would be
even closer to the houses of our
village and would create new
disruption to the small field
enclosures of the farms and to the
beautiful landscape.

Further work is being carried out
under an environmental impact
assessment, which will assess the
impacts and mitigation measures of
the new infrastructure. These
assessments include landscape
and visual impact of the power
station and the electrical and gas
connection route corridors. The
preliminary results of these
assessments will be consulted on
at the next stage of consultation
and a final report will be provided in
the Environmental Statement that
will be submitted as part of the
DCO application.

The distance needed to transfer
the power to the grid is
considerable. Is this really a
green solution given the loss of
energy in the transfer, and the
loss of valuable agricultural land
for our already struggling local,
relatively small farms?

WPL proposes to build the
infrastructure required. By utilising
400kV connections any line losses
are minimised. The distance to
Legacy substation is relatively
short.

The other operational stations in
Wales are near the coast, as I
understand, this provides a
source for cooling water for the
process. Wrexham Power are
proposing to use an air cooling
method. Is this site suitable for
this given the exposure of the site

Not all operational stations in the
UK are near the coast or use
cooling water directly from the sea,
estuaries or rivers. Our preferred
method of cooling is to use an air
cooled condenser. In addition to
the visual benefits of this
technology, the absence of vapour

to strong winds from varying
directions?

plumes, it does not require a
substantial constant supply of
water. Further work is being carried
out under an environmental impact
assessment which will assess the
water needs. The preliminary
results of this assessment will be
consulted on at the next stage of
consultation and a final report will
be provided in the Environmental
Statement that will be submitted as
part of the DCO application.

While the proposal is for a station
on the Wrexham Industrial Estate,
the station would be on the
outskirts and actually using a
large amount of ʻgreenʼ land, the
proportion of brown field being
small. Our village has been a
neighbour of the estate for many
years without really being effected
as the estate occupies a natural
dip in the landscape, and
generally the landscape of the
estate is not of an industrial
nature, being mostly
manufacturing and warehouse
type units. Industrial landscapes
such as that of a power station
can be seen locally around the
areas of Ellesmere Port and
Runcorn, for example. These
areas are also close to water for
cooling, have gas and electricity
infrastructure nearby and have
large areas of brown field ready
for regeneration. I appreciate that
the Kelloggʼs plant at Wrexham is
of an industrial nature but this is
unique on the estate and its
emissions are of a pleasant odour
which do not affect wildlife, farm
animals or crops.

Wrexham Industrial Estate is one of
the largest industrial estates in the
UK. Our preferred site, Kingmoor
Park South, is allocated for large
scale development in Policy E3 of
the UDP, and is subject to an
extant consent for a 500,000 sq ft
high bay industrial/warehouse
building.

I have concerns regarding the
effect of emissions from the
power station and the effect of

The pylon and cables design will
meet the requirements of the
Health Protection Agency, UK

An environmental impact
assessment will be provided which
will include assessments on air
quality and emissions amongst
other issues. The power station can
only begin operation with an
Environmental Permit, which
regulates the emissions of the
power station. The preliminary
results of this assessment will be
consulted on at the next stage of
consultation and a final report will
be provided in the Environmental
Statement that will be submitted as
part of the DCO application.
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magnetic and electric fields from
the overhead wires and pylons on
the local environment. The effect
on local crops, vital for the
sustainability of small farms not
only locally but across the river in
South Cheshire and beyond, also
the effect on the delicately
balanced ecology of the River
Dee just over half a mile from the
proposed site. I am concerned
about the effect on birds and
wildlife including the protected
Great Crested Newt. I have been
unable to get answers to my
concerns from the company.

government and International
Commission on Non-Ionizing
Radiation Protection (ICNIRP)
guidelines. These restrict the
exposure of individuals to
electromagnetic fields. A portion of
agricultural land will be lost around
the base of pylons, depending on
their final location however the
remainder of the fields would still
be viable for agriculture. However,
owners/tenants will be
compensated for any loss of land
and for oversailing transmission
cables. The loss or agricultural land
will be considered as part of the
Environmental Impact Assessment,
which will be available at the next
stage.
An ecology assessment will be
undertaken, including assessment
of impacts on local wildlife. The
preliminary results of this
assessment will be consulted on at
the next stage of consultation and a
final report will be provided in the
Environmental Statement that will
be submitted as part of the DCO
application.

Your company lists one of the
reasons for choosing the site as
the proximity of the high demand
for electricity from businesses on
the Industrial Estate, when in
reality the demand from this
would only use about 10% of the
amount produced, the remainder
going to the national grid. Looking
at the ʻHeat Mapʼ available from
the Department of Energy which
indicates ʻhot spots ʻof demand,
shows Wrexham town centre as a
moderate hot spot, not the
industrial estate, with huge
corridors either side of this with
very low demand.
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The opportunity to provide a local
heat network on the Wrexham
Industrial Estate is being
investigated. We have instigated an
energy survey for the occupiers of
the Wrexham Industrial Estate to
determine viability and need.
Details will be provided at the next
stage.
WPLʼs proposals will provide a new
dual circuit connection into the
Wrexham Industrial Estate from
which connections can be made to
the power supply for the industrial
estate. This will be of benefit to all
of the existing 300+ businesses on

the Wrexham Industrial Estate, who
between them employ over 7,000
people. This will reduce the current
cost of failure and assist in job
retention and creation.
The prospect of long term
employment for Wrexham is not
as positive as your proposal
suggests. The similar sized
Power Station at Connahs Quay
employs only 24 people.

The socio-economic assessment of
the proposals will be provided in
the Environmental Statement. The
preliminary results of this
assessment will be consulted on at
the next stage of consultation and a
final report will be provided in the
Environmental Statement that will
be submitted as part of the DCO
application.

A real concern for me if this
proposal should be to go ahead
would be the companyʼs
commitment to the ʻgreenʼ aspect
of the process, carbon capture. I
am aware that this is a process
for the future, but realistically is
this an appropriate site for
transferring carbon dioxide by
pipeline to disused gas or oil
fields under the sea which is what
the Government is proposing?
The route if this were possible
would be long and expensive.
Have the company considered
this in proposing this site?

WPL will need to demonstrate that
the project is ʻcarbon capture
readyʼ, and land for these facilities
will be reserved at the WEC site.
However, the DCO application will
not be seeking consent for any
carbon capture and storage facility
as carbon capture is still
undergoing demonstration testing
on a commercial scale by the
Government. Once proven at
commercial scale, the technology
will be adopted.
The obligation to demonstrate
Carbon Capture Readiness (CCR)
on power stations with a capacity
of more than 300MWe is
determined by DECC, as set out in
a Guidance Note, which can be
found in the project library on
WPLʼs website – www.WrexhamPower.com.
In accordance with the Guidance
Note, WPL will set aside 4 hectares
(10 acres) for this purpose.

The website states that one site
considered in Wrexham had not
been nominated as it was not

WPL will have regard to
consultation responses on all three
sites before WPL makes its site
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available. While I do not agree
that a station is required in
Wrexham, I think that this shows
a flaw in the thinking of the
proposers. The power
requirements of the country, and
the decisions made in relation to
that should not be based on
which land is available at the right
price to suit the developer, but
should be made on a strategic
basis.

choice. A site selection report will
be provided in the Environmental
Statement that will be submitted as
part of the DCO application.
Availability and land price are two
separate issues in site selection. If
land is not available it would be
inappropriate to progress such a
project on land not in the control of
the promoter.

In conclusion I accept that there
will be further development of the
industrial estate within the current
designated area however a
development of the nature
proposed is not in keeping with
the rest of the estate. This area of
North East Wales has its fair
share of power providers and
there is no basis for a new one on
the edge of the countryside given
that there are potentially so many
less sensitive sites available.
Sesswick Community Council
needs to know the full facts
before it can make an informed
choice about what is right for this
area, relative to the impact it is
likely to have on the local area,
including nearby Cheshire, which
may be downwind of the site.

Comment noted. The industrial
precedent set by the Estate, the
major industrial planning allocation
within the Policy E3 of the UDP and
the planning consent granted for a
500,000 sq ft high bay
warehouse/industrial building
provide a suitable visual and land
use context for the WEC.

Until earlier this year, there were
three power stations operating in
North East Wales. In March,
media reports stated that the 210
MW Shotton CHP would close by
the end of 2012. The reason
given was that the plant was no
longer competitive against gasfired power stations.

Shotton CHP is a CCGT which is
closing as it does not compete with
more modern plants due to a lower
efficiency. The closure of Shotton
means that electricity is being
generated more efficiently in
alternative facilities producing
fewer emissions.

In 2002/03, Sesswick Council
carried out a study in Cross
Lanes of PM10 pollution, which

An environmental impact
assessment will be undertaken
which will assess the impacts and

Comment noted.

included wind direction. The
results indicated that PM10 levels
had varied widely and on a
number of days, readings
reached a reportable level of 50
ug/m3 or more. Some changes
have occurred to industry and
roads since this study, but
members are adamant that they
do not want the level of pollution
in the area to increase. Members
are adamant that they do not
want the level of pollution in the
area to increase and there is a
history for windborne smells
coming from the estate which
alters with the climate.
Complaints have been made in
the past of wind bourn smells and
of deposits on houses and cars.
The pollution has depended upon
the wind direction at the time,
sometimes the whole of Cross
Lanes has been affected, while at
other times, only a narrow band of
houses and cars have been
affected. Currently, residents
complain of noise and light
pollution from industrial premises.

mitigation measures including air
quality (including wind direction),
emissions, noise, landscape and
visual impact, socio-economic and
site selection. The preliminary
results of the these assessments
will be consulted on at the next
stage of consultation and a final
report will be provided in the
Environmental Statement that will
be submitted as part of the DCO
application.

The Industrial Estate contains
many firms that require a clean,
relatively unpolluted environment.
When an incinerator was
proposed, several firms, including
Kelloggs, threatened to move
away if this was built.

Comment noted.

The poor road network has
always been quoted as being the
main reason why industry was
reluctant to come to the area.
Now that road improvements
have been made, it is expected
that there will be a greater uptake
of vacant land and premises. This
influx could include more
industries that require clean air.
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The proposal states that low
levels of pollution will be
produced. However, fossil fuels of
any kind do produce dangerous
emissions. Sesswick Council has
had first hand experience of
dealing with firms that have given
many assurances of low pollution
and safe operation, but which
have failed to control their
emissions and their safety
procedures have placed public
health at risk.

Once operational, emissions would
be monitored by Environment
Agency Wales to ensure that WEC
operates in accordance with any
permit granted by Environment
Agency Wales and so that the
consented limits are not exceeded.
One of the benefits of gas is that
the emissions can be reliably
predicted and therefore managed.

Only 10% of output will satisfy
local need. This seems to be of
small benefit to local industries
and insufficient reason to site a
third power station in N.E.Wales.

WPL has been told by companies
on the Wrexham Industrial Estate
that security of supply is of
importance. This proposal will both
provide a secure power supply to
the industrial estate and the wider
Wrexham area and mean that the
area becomes a net exporter of
electricity rather than relying on
imports, whose reliance cannot be
guaranteed.

Carbon capture has been
mentioned. A recent report in the
Daily Telegraph of a statement
made by Ed Davey, Secretary of
State for Energy and Climate
change, was that he admitted that
carbon capture is “unproven
technology”.

At present, carbon capture
technology has yet to be made
commercially viable but there is a
requirement to set land aside for
future carbon capture and storage
(CCS) equipment. Carbon would
not be stored at the power station
site, rather it would be transferred
from the CCS equipment by
underground pipeline to a storage
facility, potentially under the Irish
Sea.
The obligation to demonstrate
Carbon Capture Readiness (CCR)
on power stations with a capacity
of more than 300MWe is
determined by DECC as set out in
a Guidance Note which can be
found in the project library on
WPLʼs website – www.Wrexham-
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Power.com.
In accordance with the Guidance
Note, WPL will set aside 4 hectares
(10 acres) for this purpose.

16 August
2012
17 August
2012

It is understood that larger pylons
for the supply network would have
to be used, thus making them
more intrusive and unwelcome.
As you will be aware, there is
much public anger regarding the
proposed large pylons for a Mid
Wales scheme. It is hoped that
the option of burying cables in this
area will be considered.

While it is appreciated that an
underground connection may be
considered a popular option, the
cost of doing so would render the
project commercially unviable. It
would also present operational
obstacles when it comes to
maintaining the connection and
fault checking. Undergrounding
causes greater environmental and
ecological harm due to the need to
excavate a corridor with a width of
between 30 to 40m. This could be
wider to account for physical
constraints such as roads or
watercourses.

There is also public concern that
high voltage overhead lines may
pose health risks to those who
live in close proximity, children
being particularly vulnerable.
Although scientists may not
agree, this remains a contentious
issue.
Request for a larger version of the
electrical connection map.
It will destroy the visual landscape
of an area of virgin countryside.
This is one of the closest unspoilt
area near to urban Wrexham as
well as being on the doorstep of
Marchwiel village. Consequently
many people use the well trodden
footpaths to enjoy the wide open
countryside. These include
ramblers, dog-walkers, horse
riders and people just wanting to
walk a few minutes from their
back door in the village and enjoy
a beautiful area of untouched
wide open country. A landscape

The design will meet the
requirements of the Health
Protection Agency, UK government
and International Commission on
Non-Ionizing Radiation Protection
(ICNIRP) guidelines.

Map sent 16 August 2012.
Comment noted.
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marred with large electrical pylons
would deprive all these people of
this luxury.
The southern route has been
Comment noted.
existence since the 1950ʼs. The
residents within it vicinity have all
bought/sold their houses fully
accepting the existence of the
current pylons, those in the
northern corridor did not – they
moved to an area of natural
beauty and want to continue to
enjoy the views and aesthetics of
the local area. Whilst the new
pylons are larger, surely it is
better to upgrade the existent
southern route rather than
completely destroy untouched
area of wide, open countryscape one which is much enjoyed by
ramblers, dog walkers, wildlife
lovers and residents of Marchwiel
village and surrounding area.
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There will be huge disruption to
the wealth of bird and wildlife in
the area. The proposed route is
teaming with wildlife, there are
many hedgerows and ponds
which are well stocked with rare
birds and animal life including
newts. Farming in the fields with
pylons would also be affected
negatively.

An environmental impact
assessment will be undertaken,
which will assess the impacts and
mitigation measures, including air
quality (including wind direction),
emissions, noise, landscape and
visual impact, socio-economic and
site selection. The preliminary
results of the these assessments
will be consulted on at the next
stage of consultation and a final
report will be provided in the
Environmental Statement that will
be submitted as part of the DCO
application. The loss of agricultural
land will be considered as a part of
the environmental impact
assessment, which will be made
available at the next stage of
consultation.

The topography and tree
coverage in the current southern

Comment noted.

route better camouflages a pylon
network than the northern route
which is very much open
landscape.

17 August

I also have serious concerns
about health risks associated with
pylons. I am sure that studies
indicating that there is little
associated risk will be used in
your plans, however there are
significantly more medical based
studies that have been published
in the Lancet which indicate very
strong associations between
proximity to pylons and childhood
leukaemia, in fact in the US,
legislation prevents any new
homes being built near power
lines for this reason. As a mother
of 3 young children I do not want
a pylon near my house, and
certainly would not have moved
here had there been one in situ.

The pylon and electrical overhead
cable design will meet the
requirements of the Health
Protection Agency, UK government
and International Commission on
Non-Ionizing Radiation Protection
(ICNIRP) guidelines.

On another note, none of the
houses that sit within or near to
the shaded blue area were
lettered about the power station
plans, yet everyone in the village
was. It was by chance that we
found out about it. This seems
highly inappropriate since the
impact on all these people is
huge. There is sizeable local
objection to the Northern route
and if it is decided that it should
be included in the plan then we all
intend to collectively object to this.

The initial consultation was carried
out in accordance with a
Consultation Plan agreed with
Wrexham CBC. WPL did not rely
on just one communications
approach to generate public
awareness but used multiple
methods. In addition to distributing
6,000 leaflets, WPL also wrote to
local councillors, Members of
Parliament, Welsh Assembly
Members and community councils,
arranged for posters to be
displayed, placed an advertisement
in the Wrexham Leader and issued
press releases which were
published by the local papers, the
BBC and publicised on local radio.

Please can you update me on the
progression of your proposal.

Added to mailing list.

We have no particular knowledge

Comment noted. Ofgem stated in
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of the need or not for a new gas
powered station so while we are
opposed to anything that might
ruin the surrounding countryside,
in this case more through
pollution and that there are
probably more suitable sites in
the UK, we shall not enter into
arguments against the
requirement for a power station.
This said, our own research
suggests that there is no
requirement for an additional
power source in the industrial
estate from businesses currently
established there.

We are vehemently opposed to
the proposed alternative pylon
route. While there is always some
element of NIMBYism to such a
protest, there are also very strong
reasons aside that should
preclude such a proposal being
approved.
While I do not know every detail
of the alternative route, I know
that in most sections, especially
around the back of the Plassey,
that the existing route when
compared to the alternative route,
is much more compliant to
ecology guidelines and the
Holford Rules with the following
factors all being relevant:
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their recent Electricity Capacity
Assessment that the UK faces a
real risk of running out of
generating capacity in the winter of
2014/15.

WPL has instigated an energy
survey of the occupiers of the
Wrexham Industrial Estate to
determine viability and need.
Discussions with local businesses
have suggested that the unsecure
supply of power to the Wrexham
Industrial Estate is adversely
affecting them and beginning to be
a factor preventing businesses
locating on the Estate, undermining
its competitiveness. As WEC offers
the opportunity to improve this
supply, it is likely that more
businesses would find the
Wrexham Industrial Estate would
become more attractive to new
businesses and the likelihood of
existing businesses remaining on
site would potentially increase.
Comment noted. An environmental
impact assessment will be
undertaken, which will assess the
impacts and mitigation measures
including landscape and visual
impact and ecology. The
preliminary results of the these
assessments will be consulted on
at the next stage of consultation
and a final report will be provided in
the Environmental Statement that
will be submitted as part of the
DCO application. This will include a
preferred route corridor.

Contours of the current route are
more suitable
The tree coverage is currently
more sympathetic
Quite simply, the route is already
established and thus residents,
the environment, wildlife etc are
used to it (notwithstanding that it
will be on a larger scale)

19 August
2012

The alternative route is much
more open

Comment noted

We know from recent
correspondence with planning
and listed planning authorities,
that bats, newts and owls, all live
in the alternative corridor.

Comment noted. An environmental
impact assessment will be
undertaken, which will assess the
impacts and mitigation measures
including landscape and visual
impact and ecology. The
preliminary results of the these
assessments will be consulted on
at the next stage of consultation
and a final report will be provided in
the Environmental Statement that
will be submitted as part of the
DCO application. This will include a
preferred route corridor.

The local residents affected by
the alternative corridor are in the
process of taking planning advice
and any other professional advice
that might be deemed necessary
to prevent what we feel would be
significantly more damaging to
our surrounding environment than
the existing route is to its
surrounding environment.
I have just found out about the
pylon proposal through
Marchwiel, this proposal will
visually affect my property and
will devalue it significantly, who
will be paying the bill to people
like me who will lose out
financially? It will visually

Comment noted.

Our plans show two alternative
route corridors, the north and south
corridors. An environmental impact
assessment is being undertaken
for the new infrastructure, which
will include landscape and visual
impact assessments. The
preliminary results of the these
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completely destroy the landscape
and my property, we bought this
property two years ago knowing it
would be a lovely safe
environment for our 2 children but
now you want to significantly
increase (I believe 70% chance)
of getting childhood leukaemia,
would you do this to your
children?

assessments will be consulted on
at the next stage of consultation
and a final report will be provided in
the Environmental Statement that
will be submitted as part of the
DCO application.

The pylon and electrical overhead
cable design will meet the
requirements of the Health
Protection Agency, UK
Government and International
Commission on Non-Ionizing
Radiation Protection (ICNIRP)
guidelines.

19 August
2012
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Why werenʼt the people affected
by this proposal told about it and
invited to the consultation
meeting???????

The initial consultation was carried
out in accordance with a
Consultation Plan agreed with
Wrexham CBC. WPL did not rely
on just one communications
approach to generate public
awareness but used multiple
methods. In addition to distributing
6,000 leaflets, WPL also wrote to
local councillors, Members of
Parliament, Welsh Assembly
Members and community councils,
arranged for posters to be
displayed, placed an advertisement
in the Wrexham Leader and issued
press releases, which were
published by the local papers, the
BBC and publicised on local radio.

I EXPECT a reply to my
questions, as I do not want this
proposal to go ahead.
It has come to our attention that
you are presently consulting on
the route of new pylons that will
effect our area. Firstly we are
dismayed that we have received
absolutely no correspondence

Comment noted.

The initial consultation was carried
out in accordance with a
Consultation Plan agreed with
Wrexham CBC. WPL did not rely
on just one communications
approach to generate public

directly from yourselves regarding
this matter, even though one of
your proposed routes would be
clearly visible from our property. It
would also seem that many of our
neighbours are being treated in
the same manner, which makes
us suspicious of the openness of
process you are following.

awareness but used multiple
methods. In addition to distributing
6,000 leaflets, WPL also wrote to
local councillors, Members of
Parliament, Welsh Assembly
Members and community councils,
arranged for posters to be
displayed, placed an advertisement
in the Wrexham Leader and issued
press releases, which were
published by the local papers, the
BBC and publicised on local radio.

We object strongly to your
proposed 'northern route' for the
following reasons:
You will be unnecessarily spoiling
a landscape that has remained
unblemished.

Comment noted. An environmental
impact assessment will be
undertaken which will assess the
impacts and mitigation measures
including air quality (including wind
direction), emissions, noise,
landscape and visual impact,
socio-economic and site selection.
The preliminary results of the these
assessments will be consulted on
at the next stage of consultation
and a final report will be provided in
the Environmental Statement that
will be submitted as part of the
DCO application.

You already have an existing
Comment noted.
route that could surely be
upgraded. Properties in this the
'southern route' presumably fully
accept the current pylons, that we
understand have been in place
since the 1950's. However,
resident affected by your 'northern
route' chose/paid for a property
with no sighting of any pylons.
We would be grateful to now
being kept fully up to date with
ongoing developments and
sincerely hope you take full

Comments noted. Added to mailing
list.
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account of our comments.
I have recently been informed of a
proposal by Wrexham Power Ltd
to erect a corridor of 150ft high
pylons between Wrexham
Industrial Estate and Rhostellyn.
It is my understanding that a
Sothern Route already exists but
Wrexham Power is now
considering an alternative
Northern route that will bring it
much closer to properties on the
outskirts of Marchwiel.

WPL is considering two alternative
corridors (North and South) in
which an electrical connection
could be created.

Firstly I would like to complain in
the strongest possible terms at
this lack of consultation for those
who could be directly affected and
I would like an explanation for this
obvious oversight.

The initial consultation was carried
out in accordance with a
Consultation Plan agreed with
Wrexham CBC. WPL did not rely
on just one communications
approach to generate public
awareness but used multiple
methods. In addition to distributing
6,000 leaflets, WPL also wrote to
local councillors, Members of
Parliament, Welsh Assembly
Members and community councils,
arranged for posters to be
displayed, placed an advertisement
in the Wrexham Leader and issued
press releases, which were
published by the local papers, the
BBC and publicised on local radio.

Secondly, I wish to lodge an
objection to the proposal for a
Northern route on the grounds I
purchased my property
approximately 15 years ago
based on its location in an area of
what I believe is one of natural
beauty with wide ranging views.
Given its location, in particular the
unbroken views, meant of course
that the purchase price of the
property attracted a premium and
the siting of high pylons will no
doubt impair the open views and
inevitably reduce the value of the

An environmental impact
assessment will be undertaken
which will assess the impacts and
mitigation measures including air
quality (including wind direction),
emissions, noise, landscape and
visual impact, socio-economic and
site selection. The preliminary
results of these assessments will
be consulted on at the next stage
of consultation and a final report
will be provided in the
Environmental Statement that will
be submitted as part of the DCO
application.

19 August
2012

property.
We own a property that has land
within what you describe as
“Route Corridor North” on your
marked up Ordnance Survey plan
available from your website and
shown as the “Electrical
Connection Plan. Map references
to the land we own: Northings :
REDACTED metres. Eastings :
REDACTED metres. SJ
REDACTED Map references for
the house: Northings:
REDACTED Eastings:
REDACTED SJ REDACTED We
have only become aware of your
plans today from a neighbour,
and are disappointed that you
have not complied with your own
consultation document section 3.1
that: “All addresses in this zone
will receive direct communications
detailing the proposals, for
example the project leaflets and
all residents will have multiple
opportunities to attend local
consultation events.” Because we
were not made aware we have
consequently been unable to
attend any of your consultation
events. I hope that at least you
will incorporate our views within
responses you have already
received, in any event we will
consider how best our views are
put to the Department of Energy
and Climate Change when you
seek consent under Section 36
and 37 of the Electricity Act 1989.
Wishing to make you aware of our
initial thoughts without further
delay we have set out below
some of our views:
1. Why is the proposed scheme
so large at 1GW? Only 12 miles
away, Connahs Quay Power
Station at 1.4GW produces

Comment noted. The initial
consultation was carried out in
accordance with a Consultation
Plan agreed with Wrexham CBC.
WPL did not rely on just one
communications approach to
generate public awareness but
used multiple methods. In addition
to distributing 6,000 leaflets, WPL
also wrote to local councillors,
Members of Parliament, Welsh
Assembly Members and
community councils, arranged for
posters to be displayed, placed an
advertisement in the Wrexham
Leader and issued press releases,
which were published by the local
papers, the BBC and publicised on
local radio.
As a point of reference, the
application will not be made under
s36 and s37 of the Electricity Act
1989. For projects of this type in
Wales, developers must now apply
for a Development Consent Order
under procedures introduced by the
Planning Act 2008, the process of
which is outlined on the project
website, www.WrexhamPower.com

1.North Wales and North West
England will be a net importer of
electricity by 2017/18 according to
information prepared by National

237

238

enough electricity for half the
houses in Wales and is located in
a much more appropriate area.
There is no strategic or
operational need for such a
development in Wrexham.

Grid. The amount of import will
increase substantially if the
replacement for Wylfa nuclear plant
is delayed/cancelled. The DCO
application will be for a power
station with a capacity of up to
1,200 MW. Need will be assessed
as part of our environmental impact
assessment. The proposed
connection point to the national
electricity transmission system is
the Legacy Substation. In contrast
to Deeside Substation, to which
Connahʼs Quay and Deeside power
stations are already connected,
there is no other generation
connected at this point, which
increases the inherent resilience of
the electricity network.

2. The Overarching National
Policy Statement for Energy (EN1)1, in stating that 22GW of
capacity needs to be replaced by
2020 does not propose that this
capacity is in entirely new
locations. The most sensible
siting for new capacity is, and will
be on the site of old capacity
utilizing existing infrastructure.

2. Some new capacity can be built
on existing/former generating sites,
and has been undertaken in a
number of locations. However, in
order to meet the energy challenge,
new sites are required in different
locations as there are insufficient
available existing sites that are in
the right location to balance supply
and demand across the National
Grid.

3. In a scheme of this magnitude
even operating at 60% efficiency
400MW of heat will be discarded
to the atmosphere through
cooling towers. You make
mention of CHP and opportunities
for sale of some of this heat but I
would challenge you to provide
evidence that you could find
customers for even 5% of that.
Smaller CHP schemes, properly
sized to meet a local industrial
load can achieve overall
efficiencies of 80 to 90%,

3. Comment noted. After allowing
for mechanical and other losses,
WEC would generate
approximately 300MW of heat to
the air cooled condensers. It is
unlikely that a large proportion of
this heat could be used although
any heat that is used will reduce
cost to businesses on the estate
and reduce their emissions. To
determine need, WPL is conducting
an energy survey of the occupiers
of the industrial estate to
understand energy usage and
requirements of the industrial
estate. The results will be available

at the next stage of consultation.
4. A new 400kV overhead line
meeting the necessary
requirements for safety
clearances will without doubt,
have a very significant visual
impact in an area bordering both
the North and South route that the
Local Authority has designated
“Special Landscape Area” within
the Development plan. This
means that: a. Special attention
will be paid to minimising visual
impact both from nearby and
distant viewpoints. b. and that
“development…….. will be strictly
controlled”. c. The Development
Plan indicates that the landscape
be enhanced not degraded. The
Local Authority in safeguarding
the interests of those who they
represent (and pay their salaries)
will be negligent in their duties if
they ignore this. You should note
that the 132kV Scottish
Power/Manweb line on your
proposed Southern route is of a
low profile design. To my
knowledge If you adopt this route
and upgrade to 400kV the new
towers would be substantially
taller at about 46 metres
compared with I believe, 13
metres.

4. WPL is aware of the profile of
the existing SP Manweb 132kV
single circuit connection. A
landscape and visual impact
assessment will be carried out for
the electrical connection route
corridors. The preliminary results of
these assessments will be
consulted on at the next stage of
consultation and a final report will
be provided in the Environmental
Statement that will be submitted as
part of the DCO application. The
design of the pylons will meet the
requirements of the Health
Protection Agency, UK
Government and International
Commission on Non-Ionizing
Radiation Protection (ICNIRP)
guidelines.

5. Note that in the area of Sontley
there is a “Wildlife site of County
Importance” and to the west
towards the Legacy substation
there is “Ancient semi natural
Woodland” and yet you have in
the North route proposed a route
straight through here.

5. An ecology assessment will be
undertaken, including assessment
of impacts on local wildlife. This will
be detailed in the Environmental
Statement.

6. Already in this area there are
two 132kV high voltage lines,
about 1 mile apart and running

6. Comment noted. Further
assessment of the preferred
electrical connection route is being
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West-East, one to the North
terminating at Kings Mill, and
another as you refer to in the
Route Corridor option South. To
propose a third overhead line,
between these two is
extraordinary and demands the
closest of scrutiny. For example:
a. Have you considered the
option of the existing route ending
at Kings Mill extended by 4 miles
instead of the 10 miles as
proposed by the North Option, or
14 miles of a significantly more
dominant south route? A shorter
connection is less expensive, less
disruptive, has fewer losses, and
requires less maintenance and
fewer landowners to seek consent
from. b. If the scheme sizing was
proportionate to the local needs
the existing 132kV infrastructure
may well be sufficient.

undertaken and will be presented
within the Environmental Statement
at the next stage.
The Kings Mill extension option
was considered although the need
to upgrade this route, due to export
capacity and line losses, to a
400kV line was not considered
feasible. Any upgraded line would
have to be in place before the
existing line was removed to
ensure that a supply was
maintained to Wrexham. This
solution will also necessitate the
construction of a new 400kV
substation at Kings Mill or a new
132kV line from the WEC back to
Kings Mill to provide a supply to
Wrexham.

7. The Holford Rules set out 7
7.The Holford rules will be applied
rules offering guidance for the
in this process.
siting of overhead transmission
lines. a. Rule 3 advises against
routes with bends that necessitate
unsightly angle towers. b. Rule 6
advises against routes adjacent to
other lines. Both the North and
South option ignore Rules 3 and
6. c. Also the Northern route
ignores the requirement for
avoiding prominent locations
(rules 4 and 5).
8. You will no doubt refute any
claims of the adverse effects of
Electro Magnetic Fields, but
whether the effects are harmful or
not there would be a significant
effect on the value of property
near any new 400kV line (North
route) or a dramatic upgrade of
the South route from the existing
13m 132kV low profile “portal
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8. The pylon and cables design will
meet the requirements of the
Health Protection Agency, UK
government and International
Commission on Non-Ionizing
Radiation Protection (ICNIRP)
guidelines. These restrict the
exposure of individuals to
electromagnetic fields. The
acquisition of land rights to

design” to 45m 400kV lattice
towers. Those same landowners
will be expected to enter new or
revised Wayleave agreements
and may (should) be unwilling to
do so.

accommodate new infrastructure is
part of the DCO process.

9. If implementation of your
consultation procedure falls short
of the written procedure
supporting your plans you do not
inspire confidence that anything
else written down can be
believed.

9. Comment noted. The initial
consultation was carried out in
accordance with a Consultation
Plan agreed with Wrexham CBC.
WPL did not rely on just one
communications approach to
generate public awareness but
used multiple methods. In addition
to distributing 6,000 leaflets, WPL
also wrote to local councillors,
Members of Parliament, Welsh
Assembly Members and
community councils, arranged for
posters to be displayed, placed an
advertisement in the Wrexham
Leader and issued press releases
which were published by the local
papers, the BBC and publicised on
local radio.

10. There is no need as such for
this proposal in this location, a
smaller scale development that
utilises much of the existing
infrastructure should be
encouraged, this proposal has
little need, much in the way of
disadvantages particularly in
respect of the grid connections
and the benefits for anyone other
than St Modwen and Glenfinnan
Properties are hard to see.

10. The existing infrastructure
could not be used for any form of
increased power generating
development. It is an aged, single
circuit connection, which
experiences multiple faults every
year. There are no plans to
upgrade this circuit and it could not
be used for generation, as its
resilience cannot be guaranteed.
WPLʼs proposals will provide a new
dual circuit connection into the
Wrexham Industrial Estate from
which connections can be made to
the power supply for the industrial
estate. This will be of benefit to all
of the existing 300+ businesses on
the Wrexham Industrial Estate, who
between them employ over 7,000
people. This will reduce the current
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cost of failures and assist in job
retention and creation.

19 August
2012

20 August
2012

I would like to object to the
northern route for these new
pylons. Although I am not very
happy about having larger pylons
either, why disrupt more beautiful
countryside.
I am somewhat confused as to
the fact that Wrexham Power LTD
are considering erecting pylons
on or crossing ground where I
live. I am keen to know why
residents in Marchwiel were
leafleted about the proposals
whilst those who live in
surrounding are and who may be
most effected were not?

As you are aware the Southern
Route has been in existence
since the 1950,s so logically this
route should be upgraded as the
topography, wildlife and residents
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Further work is being carried out
under an environmental impact
assessment, which will assess the
impacts and mitigation measures
including air quality (including wind
direction), emissions, noise,
landscape and visual impact,
socio-economic and site selection.
The preliminary results of these
assessments will be consulted on
at the next stage of consultation
and a final report will be provided in
the Environmental Statement that
will be submitted as part of the
DCO application.
Comment noted.

The initial consultation was carried
out in accordance with a
Consultation Plan agreed with
Wrexham CBC. WPL did not rely
on just one communications
approach to generate public
awareness but used multiple
methods. In addition to distributing
6,000 leaflets, WPL also wrote to
local councillors, Members of
Parliament, Welsh Assembly
Members and community councils,
arranged for posters to be
displayed, placed an advertisement
in the Wrexham Leader and issued
press releases, which were
published by the local papers, the
BBC and publicised on local radio.
Comment noted.

will find no disturbance. Following
the northern route will have a
catastrophic effect upon all of
these aspects.

20 August

A new wildlife haven has been
created on the northern route
which would be affected by the
proposal.

Comment noted. Further work is
being carried out under an
environmental impact assessment,
which will assess the impacts and
mitigation measures including
ecology. The preliminary results of
these assessments will be
consulted on at the next stage of
consultation and a final report will
be provided in the Environmental
Statement that will be submitted as
part of the DCO application.

The human cost is also greater on
the northern route as the pylons
are nearer to several dense
residential settlements. In the
USA we have evidence showing
up to 70% increase in infants with
leukaemia.

The design of the pylons will meet
the requirements of the Health
Protection Agency, UK
Government and International
Commission on Non-Ionizing
Radiation Protection (ICNIRP)
guidelines.

You currently have two sets of
pylons either side of the proposed
northern route, you could upgrade
southern route or join to and
upgrade the partial existing far
northern route [Kings Mill].

Comment noted. The Kings Mill
extension option was considered
although the need to upgrade this
route to a 400kV line, due to export
capacity and line losses was not
considered feasible. Any upgraded
line would have to be in place
before the existing line was
removed to ensure that a supply
was maintained to Wrexham. This
solution will also necessitate the
construction of a new 400kV
substation at Kings Mill or a new
132kV line from the WEC back to
Kings Mill to provide a supply to
Wrexham.

I wish this objection to be logged
and please mail me back to
inform me that this email has
been received.
Request for a larger map of the

Comment noted.

A map was issued.
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2012
20 August
2012

North Corridor.
Please take into consideration the Comment noted.
following points from REDACTED,
on why we as a farming business
are against the proposal for your
North Route Pylon Line.
It will destroy what visible
landscape we have in its original
form.
The South route has been in
existence since the 1950s and
residents within that vicinity all
bought and sold their properties
fully accepting the existence of
the current pylons.

An environmental impact
assessment will be undertaken,
which will assess the impacts and
mitigation measures including air
quality (including wind direction),
emissions, noise, landscape and
visual impact, socio-economic and
site selection. The preliminary
results of these assessments will
be consulted on at the next stage
of consultation and a final report
will be provided in the
Environmental Statement that will
be submitted as part of the DCO
application.

In my view, it would be more
Comment noted
suitable to use the existing route
and not to destroy the unspoilt
landscape of the area. There are
public right of ways along your
North Route that would affect a lot
of ramblers, dog walkers and the
local villagers.
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Looking at the proposed route
going to Legacy wouldn't it be
better to built the power station by
Legacy nearer to the National
Grid Main Connection.

While this would reduce the length
of the connection, a site in an
appropriate industrial setting, such
as that available at the Wrexham
Industrial Estate, is not available at
this location. A longer gas
connection would be required. By
locating a development away from
Wrexham Industrial Estate would
result in the existing electrical
connection not being upgraded,
risking employment on the estate
due to an insecure power supply.

We trust our comments will be
looked upon favourably.

Comment noted

21 August
2012

21 August
2012

21 August
2012

I am writing to register my
objection to the proposed
northern route.

Comment noted.

I am very upset that as a resident
just outside the village of
Marchwiel I had not been
leafleted concerning this matter
even though the proposed
Northern route very close to /
across our land.

The initial consultation was carried
out in accordance with a
Consultation Plan agreed with
Wrexham CBC. WPL did not rely
on just one communications
approach to generate public
awareness but used multiple
methods. In addition to distributing
6,000 leaflets, WPL also wrote to
local councillors, Members of
Parliament, Welsh Assembly
Members and community councils,
arranged for posters to be
displayed, placed an advertisement
in the Wrexham Leader and issued
press releases, which were
published by the local papers, the
BBC and publicised on local radio.

There is a natural unspoilt
landscape in this area which
would be destroyed by the new
proposed pylon route, where as
an existing route that could be
upgraded would have no change
to the current landscape. There is
also the detrimental effect on
wildlife in the area, where there
are several nature reserves. Not
to mention the health concerns of
this route close to several densely
populated areas.

Comment noted. Further work is
being carried out under an
environmental impact assessment.
The preliminary results of the these
assessments will be consulted on
at the next stage of consultation
and a final report will be provided in
the Environmental Statement that
will be submitted as part of the
DCO application.

Please confirm receipt of my
objection by return email.
I would like to be added to your
mailing list in regards to updates
on the planned power station in
Wrexham.
We have just received information
relating to the proposals for the
routes of new power lines. Up to
this point we were unaware that
such a development was being

Receipt of email confirmed.
Registered to mailing list and
details issued.

The initial consultation was carried
out in accordance with a
Consultation Plan agreed with
Wrexham CBC. WPL did not rely
on just one communications
245

21 August
2012

29 August
2012
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considered and since one of the
routes passes close to where we
live, we would like convey our
concern that Wrexham Power did
not consider it necessary to
contact us directly to seek our
views.

approach to generate public
awareness, but used multiple
methods. In addition to distributing
6,000 leaflets, WPL also wrote to
local councillors, Members of
Parliament, Welsh Assembly
Members and community councils,
arranged for posters to be
displayed, placed an advertisement
in the Wrexham Leader and issued
press releases, which were
published by the local papers, the
BBC and publicised on local radio.

According to what we can
interpret from the rather
inadequate map, the northerly
route would likely to have a
considerable impact upon our
property and the surrounding
environment and we would
therefore like to register our
concern.

Comment noted. Improvements to
the quality of the map on the
website will be looked into to see if
it can be expanded to provide more
detail. A higher resolution copy of
the map was provided within the
project library, which shows farm
and road names. Further work is
being carried out under an
environmental impact assessment,
which will assess the impacts and
mitigation measures, including
ecology. The preliminary results of
this assessment will be consulted
on at the next stage of consultation
and a final report will be provided in
the Environmental Statement that
will be submitted as part of the
DCO application.
Comments noted.

I strongly object to the North
Route.
Why use a route over untouched
land, when you have the southern
route?
I must write to advise to that my
family and I object in the
strongest possible terms to your
proposal to place a new pylon
route within the outlined ʻNorthern
Corridorʼ. My family and I live in
the REDACTED and believe that
your proposal is wholly
inappropriate on a number of

Comment noted.
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September
2012

1 October
2012
11 October
2012

levels and we will utilise all
avenues open to us to oppose the
erection of pylons in this area.
As my house looks directly out at
your power station, I have had 4
estate agents put a value on my
property. They have estimated
that the value will drop between
30% and 45%. I would like to hear
your views on this and how you
calculate what you would pay me
in compensation. My house (was)
valued at £200K before you made
your plans public.
I would appreciate a reply within 7
days of this email.
Address of above property
supplied along with description of
current view given.
Request for information from
surveyor representing clients in
the vicinity of the one of the
electrical connection corridors.

Informed respondent that no
finalised decisions had been made
on the location of the WEC
infrastructure and requested that
they provide a return postal
address.

Details noted.

An explanation of the consultation
programme up to the date of
receipt of email was given. The
respondent was also directed to the
project library where further
documentation could be found.
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Appendix 32 – Summary of verbal feedback provided at exhibition
events
The table below summarises the main topics of verbal feedback supplied at
public exhibition events.
Comment
Existing power lines in the South
Corridor are presently well hidden.
It is important to consult Kelloggʼs

WPLʼs initial response
Comment noted.

Plans submitted for the second phase
of a waste recycling facility include
habitat translocation for a species of
butterfly. Wrexham Power Limited
should talk to the applicant around
lessons learnt.

The team will respond to the outputs
of its environmental impact
assessment with the necessary and
appropriate mitigation measures. The
preliminary results of this assessment
will be consulted on at the next stage
of consultation and a final report will
be provided in the Environmental
Statement that will be submitted as
part of the DCO application.

What is the effect of pylons on arable
land?

WPL has met with Kelloggʼs and will
continue dialogue with them and
other estate occupiers on the
proposals as these progress.

The likely effects on arable land will
be known once the route corridor has
been chosen, more detailed plans are
developed and the environmental
impact assessment advanced. The
preliminary results of this assessment
will be consulted on at the next stage
of consultation and a final report will
be provided in the Environmental
Statement that will be submitted as
part of the DCO application.
Local people will get all of the impact The Wrexham Industrial Estate is
but none of the benefits; the industrial home to a number of Wrexhamʼs
estate gets the benefit but not the
largest employers. An assessment of
locals. The effect of the pylons
socio-economic and other impacts will
outweighs the benefits of job creation. be provided in the Environmental
Statement. The preliminary results of
this assessment, and others, will be
consulted on at the next stage of
consultation and a final report will be
provided in the Environmental
Statement that will be submitted as
part of the DCO application. WEC will
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provide an opportunity to upgrade the
Estateʼs current supply from a single
circuit, three-phase supply to a dual
circuit three-phase supply with
increased capacity, increasing the
security of supply through new
equipment and alternative capacity in
the event of failure.
Flooding issues with a pond on the
Survey and modelling work will be
Owens Corning Fiberglass site
undertaken to determine whether any
(Kingmoor Park South). A pond which flood risks exist for the development.
used to be dry in summer is more
The design of WEC will exceed 1 in
frequently wet.
1,000 year flood risks. The
preliminary results of this assessment
will be consulted on at the next stage
of consultation and a final report will
be provided in the Environmental
Statement that will be submitted as
part of the DCO application.
Concerns around the visual effect of
The visual effects of all new
the power station.
infrastructure, including the WEC and
the electricity pylons, will be
considered by the project team as
part of the environmental impact
assessment for the project. The
preliminary results of these
assessments will be consulted on at
the next stage of consultation and a
final report will be provided in the
Environmental Statement that will be
submitted as part of the DCO
application. The Holford Rules will be
applied to achieve an acceptable
visual solution.
Concern expressed about the view of A landscape and visual impact
the new overhead line as the current
assessment of the electrical
overhead 132kv lines cannot be seen. connection will be undertaken. The
preliminary results of these
assessments will be consulted on at
the next stage of consultation and a
final report will be provided in the
Environmental Statement that will be
submitted as part of the DCO
application.
Proper development in the right
Comment noted. The Wrexham
place.
Industrial Estate provides the
opportunity to supply surplus heat
from the WEC to existing industrial
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Suggestion of an education centre on
the site.
Rights of way and sustainable travel
should be considered.

Query around the potential to expand
the district heating system to a wider
area.

Concern from a landowner near
Rhostyllen around the cumulative
impact of the proposed and existing
overhead line on their property.

Attention drawn to a tumulus located
close to the point where both
corridors combine at Legacy
Substation.
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occupiers, through a district heating
system, and to improve the security of
the electrical supply for occupiers of
the estate, which will reduce their
costs and downtime. The industrial
precedent set by the estate, the
industrial planning allocation within
the Policy E3 of the UDP and the
planning consent granted for a
500,000 sq ft high bay
warehouse/industrial building all
provide a suitable visual and land use
context for the WEC.
WPL is open to suggestions at this
stage and will keep the potential for
educational initiatives under review.
There are no rights of way through
the preferred site. WPL will prepare
and implement green travel plans for
the construction and operational
phases of the development.
Comment noted. The initial focus of
the district heating system is the
Wrexham Industrial Estate due to the
concentrated heat demand of the
businesses. However, further
assessment will be undertaken to
determine the extent of any such a
system that could be provided.
This issue is being examined by WPL
and the detailed design will reflect
this. The landscape and visual
assessments will assess the
proposed new overhead line with the
existing overhead lines.. The
preliminary results of this assessment
will be consulted on at the next stage
of consultation and a final report will
be provided in the Environmental
Statement that will be submitted as
part of the DCO application.
An archaeological assessment will be
undertaken as a part of the
environmental impact assessment.
The preliminary results of this
assessment will be consulted on at
the next stage of consultation and a
final report will be provided in the

More visuals required.

Please be aware of a public footpath
in the Kingmoor Park North site which
runs adjacent to the northern
boundary of Kingmoor Park South.
Preference amongst Isycoed
Community Councillors for Former
Firestone Factory site.

Environmental Statement that will be
submitted as part of the DCO
application.
The informal, non-statutory
consultation focused on project
principles. Visualisations will be
produced for use in the next stage of
consultation.
Comment noted.

Comment noted.
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Appendix 33 – Completed Freepost responses
The table below summarises the feedback received via the Freepost
response form.
Comment
I am unsure of the technical points
you are making, but I am all for
supporting local business, and would
be willing to change my supply
An excellent proposal. Jobs and local
energy provider.
Anything that helps the locals for
employment gets the thumb up from
me and brings into use old industrial
land cannot be a bad thing to my
mind for Wrexham area.

WPLʼs initial response
Comment noted.

Comment noted.
Comment noted.

Comment noted. Further work is
"As a local resident, I wholeheartedly being carried out under an
object to the proposal for the following environmental impact assessment,
reasons:
which will assess the visual impacts
together with air quality (including
1) air pollution – no mention is made
wind direction), emissions, noise,
of this in the booklet, unsurprisingly.
With a prevailing southwesterly wind, landscaping, socio-economic and site
selection. The preliminary results of
the exhaust gas will blow directly
these assessments will be consulted
towards my house.
on at the next stage of consultation
2) appearance in local environment – and a final report will be provided in
the Environmental Statement that will
the surrounding area is typically flat
be submitted as part of the DCO
and agricultural with few natural
application.
features to disguise a power station.
3) sustainability – whilst cleaner than
coal, gas is still a fossil fuel with a
finite life. Why is the investment not in
a renewable source?"
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The Governmentʼs National Policy
Statements on Energy (2011)
acknowledge the future need for gasfired power stations as a ʻsteppingstoneʼ on the road to a low carbon
economy and the Government has
acknowledged that gas will need to
form part of the country's energy mix
if there is to be security of supply.

Appendix 34 – Questions from Isycoed Community Council
Comment

WPLʼs initial response

1. Why is it that not every household
in the area has been supplied with the
ʻWrexham Energy Centre and
Connectionsʼ brochure? If WPL wish
to consult the community on their
plans, should they not provide every
household in the affected community
with details of their plans?

1. The initial consultation was carried
out in accordance with a Consultation
Plan agreed with Wrexham CBC.
WPL did not rely on just one
communications approach to
generate public awareness but used
multiple methods. In addition to
distributing 6,000 leaflets, WPL also
wrote to local councillors, Members of
Parliament, Welsh Assembly
Members and community councils,
arranged for posters to be displayed,
placed an advertisement in the
Wrexham Leader and issued press
releases which were published by the
local papers, the BBC and publicised
on local radio.

2. Why is a power station in Wrexham
necessary? It is understood that there
is already a gas-fired power station
nearby at Flint, why can this not be
extended to accommodate any
perceived shortfall in provision? Have
WPL considered a development in an
area where the basic infrastructure
already exists?

2. North Wales and North West
England will be a net importer of
electricity by 2017/18 according to
information prepared by National
Grid. The amount of import will
increase substantially if the
replacement for Wylfa nuclear plant is
delayed/cancelled. The DCO
application will be for a power station
with a capacity of up to 1,200 MWe.
Need will be assessed as part of our
environmental impact assessment.
Some new capacity can be provided
on existing sites and has been
delivered in a number of locations.
WPL believes that in order to meet
the energy challenge new sites are
still required to replace capacity that
is coming offline over the next 2-10
years.

3. How big is the proposed
development? What is the proposed
built-on square meterage? What are
the dimensions of the buildings

3. The dimensions of the WEC,
including the height of the stack or
stacks, are yet to be determined but
further information, including visual
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individually and in total? If chimney
stacks form a part of the
development, how many and what
are the anticipated dimensions?
Precisely what will be exhausted from
the proposed development into the
air? What is the chemical make-up of
ʻExhaust gasʼ? (If no precise details
are yet available, ʻno larger thanʼ or
ʻcomparable with and already existing
facility, is more informative than no
information). What if anything,
harmful to health may be emitted from
the power station? What are the
anticipated maximum quantities of
emissions per annum?

images, will be made available after
the detailed design stages. These will
be consulted on at the next stage of
consultation.

4. What is it anticipated will be the
maximum output of the proposed
power station?

4. The DCO application will be for a
power station with a capacity of up to
1,200 MWe.

5. Why is a plant of the size proposed
regarded as necessary, as opposed
for example, to a facility to provide for
the industrial estate or the industrial
estate and Wrexham and its
surroundings?

The Government has published
studies stating that 22GW of new
generation is required across the UK.
North Wales and North West England
will be a net importer of electricity by
2017/18 according to information
prepared by National Grid. The
amount of imported power will
increase substantially if the Wylfa
nuclear plant is delayed/cancelled.
The area has a marginal
effectiveness of generation exceeding
100%, meaning that with new
generation in the area the amount of
losses in the transmission system
reduces as power has to travel less
distance, i.e. power generation is then
in the right place.

The environmental impact
assessment carried out for the project
will assess the WEC's likely
significant effects in relation to air
quality and emissions. These effects
will be expressed in comparative
terms to assist understanding of the
effects of the proposals. The
preliminary results of the
environmental assessment will be
consulted on at the next stage of
consultation and a final report will be
provided in the Environmental
Statement that will be submitted as
part of the DCO application.

The WEC has the potential to provide
significant benefits for the Wrexham
Industrial Estate. The delivery of the
WEC will mean that the industrial
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estate will have a secure power
supply. This will help firms to secure
and retain jobs as well as encourage
inward investment, therefore creating
jobs.
6. If ʻcarbon captureʼ is regarded as a
relevant issue, please explain what it
is anticipated will be the means of
achieving this?

6.WPL will need to demonstrate that
the project is ʻcarbon capture readyʼ,
and land for these facilities will be
reserved at the WEC site. However,
the DCO application will not be
seeking consent for any carbon
capture and storage facility as carbon
capture is still undergoing
demonstration testing on a
commercial scale by the Government.
The obligation to demonstrate Carbon
Capture Readiness (CCR) on power
stations with a capacity of more than
300 MWe is determined by DECC as
set out in a Guidance Note, which can
be found in the project library on
WPLʼs website – www.WrexhamPower.com.

7. Explain the significance of the
7. The Holford Rules provide
ʻHalford Rulesʼ and their application to guidance on siting and design of
this project?
overhead lines and will be used for
this purpose. They were devised by
Lord Holford and reviewed by
National Grid.
8. From where does the funding for
this project originate? In what ways
can assurances be given that the
funding is secure?

8. WPL is a joint venture company
between St. Modwen, a leading
regeneration specialist, and
Glenfinnan. Both companies have
extensive experience in the
development and regeneration of
sites throughout the country and also
have extensive experience in the
energy market. As a part of the DCO
application, a funding statement will
be submitted to the Planning
Inspectorate.

9. Why pylons? If electricity is to be

9. The cost of an underground
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generated on the industrial estate,
why can it not be transported to the
grid underground? If Pylons are the
only option how many new pylons is it
anticipated will be erected, and what
is it anticipated will be their
dimensions? What harmful effects is
it known can result from being or
living in proximity to pylons? What
noise pollution is emitted from such
pylons/cables as are proposed to be
used?

connection would render the project
commercially unviable. It would also
present operational obstacles when it
comes to maintaining the connection
and fault checking. Undergrounding
causes greater environmental and
ecological harm due to the need to
excavate a corridor with a width of
between 30 to 40m. This could be
wider to account for physical
constraints such as roads or
watercourses.
The landscape, noise and visual
effects of all new infrastructure,
including electricity pylons, will be
assessed. The preliminary results of
these assessments will be consulted
on at the next stage of consultation
and a final report will be provided in
the Environmental Statement that will
be submitted as part of the DCO
application. In deciding the location
and number of new pylons, WPL will
use the Holford Rules as guidance.
The pylon and cables design will
meet the requirements of the Health
Protection Agency, UK government
and International Commission on
Non-Ionizing Radiation Protection
(ICNIRP) guidelines. These restrict
the exposure of individuals to
electromagnetic fields.

10. What ʻtechnical or special needsʼ
relate to the kind of gas-fired power
plant which is proposed?

10. This question is unclear. Please
clarify.

11. Are WPL aware of the ʻFirestone
Siteʼ? If this site was available as an
alternative to the proposed site, what
would be its
advantages/disadvantages over the
site proposed? If the ʻFirestone Siteʼ
were to become available for
development within the consultation
phase of this project, are WPL

11. The Firestone site is currently
unavailable for development. The
site has greater ecological
sensitivities than the preferred site
and is adjacent to the Pentre Maelor
residential neighbourhood. None of
the existing infrastructure on this site
can be used for this development.
These points have been taken into
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prepared to consider it as an
alternative to the presently proposed
development?

account when choosing the preferred
power station site. However, WPL will
have regard to consultation
responses on all three sites before
WPL makes its site choice. A site
selection report will be provided in the
Environmental Statement that will be
submitted as part of the DCO
application.e DCO application.

12 Isycoed/Bowling Bank forms part
of a quiet rural community concerned
for its heritage and environment
which lives and has lived for
generations as a neighbour to an
industrial estate. This proposal has
the potential to have the greatest
impact on this community of any
development for decades, not just
because of the anticipated
development within the boundaries of
the industrial estate, but also because
of the impact of many and huge
pylons across the unspoilt grassland
where there presently are none. What
consideration has been given to the
effect of the proposed development
on the local environment, its flora and
fauna?

12. The existing buildings on the
Wrexham Industrial Estate, the
industrial allocation in the UDP and
the extant planning consent for a
500,000 sq ft high bay
industrial/warehouse building on the
preferred site, set a visual precedent
for the WEC. While there may be a
visual impact, this will be mitigated
through design. An environmental
impact assessment and an ecology,
landscape and visual impact
assessment will be undertaken to
assess the impact of the WEC and
any new infrastructure. The
preliminary results of these
assessments will be consulted on at
the next stage of consultation and a
final report will be provided in the
Environmental Statement that will be
submitted as part of the DCO
application.

13. Why not a wind farm?

13. We are not currently considering
any other forms of power generation
as part of the WEC proposals.
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