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1.

Introduction

WPL is a joint venture between
and
Properties, established with the intention of
promoting a new power station development at Wrexham. Both companies have extensive experience in the
development and economic regeneration of sites throughout the UK, including experience in the energy
sector. WPL is promoting the development of the Wrexham Energy Centre and Connections (WECC) which
will comprise a new CCGT power station at Wrexham Industrial Estate in North Wales which will have an
electrical generation capacity of up to 1,200 megawatts (MW). It will require a connection from the national
gas transmission network and a connection to the electricity grid. The proposal constitutes a Nationally
Significant Infrastructure Project (NSIP) under the terms of the Planning Act 2008 and therefore an
application for a development consent order (DCO) is to be made to the Planning Inspectorate (PINS), who
will examine the DCO application on behalf of the Secretary of State.
WPL is submitting an application pursuant to s53 of the Planning Act 2008 (the "s53 application") to enter
onto certain parcels of land (the "land") for the purpose of surveying the Land and in order to facilitate
compliance with the European Directives set out at s53(1A) of the PA 2008.
This document provides the ecological scope of works that Wrexham Power Limited (WPL) wishes to
undertake in order to comply with (and to assist the Secretary of State to comply with) the Infrastructure
Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2009 and the Conservation of Habitats and
Species Regulations 2010.
The document sets out the following:
•
•
•

Scope of ecological surveys to be undertaken;
A schedule of the surveys which are required in relation to the specific land parcels that are subject to
the application;
Bio-security measures to be implemented whilst undertaking the necessary site survey works.
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2.

Ecological Survey Scopes

2.1.

Introduction

The following sets out the scope of ecological surveys that WPL wishes to undertake in order to comply with
(and to assist the Secretary of State to comply with) the Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact
Assessment) Regulations 2009 and the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010. Table 1
provides details of what surveys are required within each parcel that makes up the Land (see Plan A of the
s53 application for more detail) (the "Parcel(s))".

2.2.

Extended Phase 1 Habitat Survey

An 'Extended Phase l ' habitat survey of the Parcels will be undertaken in accordance with the Joint Nature
Conservation Committee guidance (JNCC, 2010), which was extended to include a search for evidence of
presence, and an assessment of each habitat's potential to support, notable and protected species as
recommended by the Institute of Ecology and Environmental Management (IEEM, 2012). The walkover
survey will be confined to the Parcels but, where possible, any visible adjacent land will be surveyed as
much as is reasonably practicable from the Parcels in order to inform our appraisal. The extended phase 1
habitat survey will involve staff entering land by foot and walking the route of the Proposed Development.
Access will be via gates and if necessary crossing fences. Surveyors will not under any circumstances
damage hedgerows or other vegetation .
The 'Extended Phase l' habitat survey records the habitats within the survey area and assesses the
potential for legally protected species to occur in or adjacent to the survey area . Any ponds (and other
suitable water-bodies) within the Parcels or which are visible from the Parcels will be subject to a basic
assessment for their potential to support great crested newts.
The survey will also record the presence of invasive plant species which are subject to legal controls under
Section 9 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended); in particular the presence of Japanese
knotweed, giant knotweed, hybrid knotweed, giant hogweed , rhododendron and Himalayan balsam .

2.3.

Protected Species Surveys

2.3.1 .

Otters

The otter survey will entail two surveyors wearing appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE) entering
the Parcels by foot to reach ditches, brooks/streams and rivers. The surveys will then be conducted from
both the bank and subject to water/sed iment depths from the watercourse, with one surveyor remaining on
the bank at all times.
The surveys will be undertaken approximately 100m upstream and downstream (subject to access) of the
proposed development corridor. Surveys will aim to identify evidence of the following signs of otter:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

spraints (fresh , recent and old);
footprints;
holts;
hovers;
otter paths and slides;
possible, potential and actual resting sites;
possible otter travel routes.

Any evidence of mink will also be recorded , as they are thought to compete directly with otters for food and
habitat.

2.3.2.

Water Voles

The water vole survey will entail two surveyors wearing appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE)
entering the Parcels by foot to reach ditches, brooks/streams and rivers. The surveys will then be conducted
from both the bank and subject to water/sediment depths from the watercourse, with one surveyor remaining
on the bank at all times.
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The surveys will be undertaken approximately 100m upstream and downstream (subject to access) of the
proposed development corridor for any evidence of the following signs of water vol e:

•
•
•
•
•

burrows,
latrines;
footprints;
runs;
feeding stations.

The survey will broadly follow the guidelines provided in the 'Water Vole Conservation Handbook (Strachan
and Moorhouse, Wildlife Conservation Research Unit, 2006 2nd Ed.)'

2.3.3.

Badgers

A badger survey of the Parcel and the wider environment (up to 50m from the Parcel boundary) will be
undertaken (where access allows) to ascertain the presence of setts within the area . The survey will look for
the following sig ns of badger activity:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

setts;
badger tracks;
snuffle holes;
latrines;
scratch posts;
footprints (in mud along tracks or by watercourses);
guard hairs (in the entrances of holes or along badger tracks) .

2.3.4.

Bats

The surveys will be undertaken following the methodology given in the Bat Workers' Manual (Joint Nature
Conservation Committee, 3rd edition 2004) and the Bat Mitigation Guidelines (English Nature, 2004) and the
nd
Bat Surveys: Good Practice Guidelines, 2 Edition (Hundt, L. (2012) . Bat Conservation Trust, London .

2.3.4.1.

Inspection Surveys of Trees

With the aid of endoscopes, torches, binoculars and ladders (to a maximum height of 5m) , and subject to
Health & Safety. Mature trees within the Parcel will be visually inspected for the following signs of bat
utilisation:
•
•
•
•
•

natural holes;
cracks/splits in major limbs;
loose bark;
dense, thick-stemmed ivy;
hollows/cavities.

Should any of the afore-mentioned features be identified the following signs of evidence of bats will be
searched for:
•
•
•
•
•
•

droppings;
corpses;
scratch marks;
urine staining;
grease marks;
clean cobweb-free gaps around potential entrance points and crevice-roost sites.

2.3.4.2.

Emergence/Re-Entry Surveys

Dusk emergence and dawn re-entry surveys with the aid of bat detectors wil l be undertaken of the
structures/trees. It is assumed that only 2 surveyors will be needed for each structure or tree.
The surveys will entail three dusk surveys and a dawn survey. Dusk surveys wi ll commence 15-30 minutes
before sunset and finish two hours after sunset; dawn surveys will commence two hours before sunrise and
finish at sunrise.
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During the surveys all bat activity will be recorded including the following information:
•
•
•
•
•

bat species present;
time of record ;
number leaving/returning to roost;
direction of flight path ;
bat activity in the wider area (i.e. not directly associated with the trees or buildings).

2.3.5.

Hedgerow Surveys

Where hedgerows that are considered to be of importance for nature conservation are identified within the
proposed development corridor, a survey will be undertaken following the guidance provided in the
Hedgerow Survey Handbook 'A standard procedure for local surveys in the UK', 2nd Edition , 2007.
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Table 1.

Scope of Ecological Surveys Required for Each Land Parcel Section 53
Otter Survey

Water Vole
Survey

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Parcel Number 3

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Parcel Number 4

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Parcel Number 5

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Parcel Number 6

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Extended
Phase 1
Habitat
Survey

Bat
Survey

Parcel Number 1

Yes

Parcel Number 2

Plot Land
Reference

Parcel Number 7

Land Owner

freeholder and
farming partnership

Hedgerow
Survey

Badger
Survey

Trees

. _ - --
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3.

Bio-Security Measures

This chapter is a generic method statement to cover bio-security for the non intrusive ecological site surveys
proposed . These are applicable to sites which have not been identified as having specific restrictions due to
pests and diseases.

3.1.

What is Bio-Security?

Bio-security is a set of precautions that aim to prevent the introduction and spread of harmful organisms.
These may be pests, pathogens or invasive species.

3.2.

Bio-Security Measures for Ecologists

3.2.1.

Terrestrial Surveys

The ecological surveys will require ecologists to undertake non-intrusive surveys along the route corridor.
These surveys are listed below:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Extended Phase 1 habitat survey;
Otters;
Water Voles;
Badgers;
Bats;
Hedgerow Surveys.

The following biD-security measures are undertaken by ecologists as part of this survey.

3.2.1.1 .

Personal Bio-Security

Footwear and outerwear are cleaned regularly to ensure that they are kept free from soil and organic debris.

3. 2.1.2.

Vehicle Bio-Security

Where possible, vehicles are parked on the public highway or on hard standing. Where this is not possible,
vehicles are cleaned regularly to prevent mud and organic debris accumulating on tyres, wheels or under
wheel arches.

3.2.1.3.

Eq uipment Bio-Security

Survey equipment is only taken onto site when it is necessary to do so to complete the task and is kept
clean , serviceable and free from organic debris.

3.2.2.

Aquatic Surveys

For otter and water vole surveys it will be necessary to enter watercourses and ponds to record evidence.
The following bio-security measures are undertaken by ecologists as part of this survey.

3.2.2.1.

Personal Bio-Security

Footwear (boots/waders) are disinfected between ponds using Virkon S or Virkon Aquatic
disinfectant. Particular attention is paid to the fo lds and the tread in waders/boots. Footwear is immersed for
at least 2 minutes and the used disinfectant solution is disposed of to a foul sewer.

3.2.2.2.

Equipment Bio-Sec urity

Survey equipment is only taken onto site when it is necessary to do so to complete the task and is
disinfected between ponds using Virkon S or Virkon Aquatic disinfectant. Equipment is immersed for at least
2 minutes and the used disinfectant solution is disposed of to a foul sewer.
NB Virkon Aquatic must be used if near to any drinking water supply/reservoir.

3.3.

General

For visits to premises with farm animals, direct contact with the animals is avoided. Where animals are
touched, hands are washed as soon as practicable. Where landowners and/or occupiers have existing bio
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security measures, details of which are provided in advance of survey work, these will be implemented and
any specific facilities utilised where practicable.
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