Professor John Glasson
The Planning Inspectorate
3/18 Eagle Wing
Temple Quay House
2 The Square
Bristol, BS1 6PN

11 December 2015
BY EMAIL ONLY

Dear Professor Glasson,
Re: Planning Act 2008 (as amended) Section 89 and the Infrastructure Planning (Examination
Procedure) Rules 2010 (as amended) – Rule 4 and Rule 6
Application by SMart Wind Limited for an Order Granting Development Consent for the Hornsea
Offshore Wind Farm (Zone 4) – Project Two
Procedural decision and request for further information - 7 December 2015
The RSPB has received the Applicant’s proposed changes on Friday 4 December and your letter of
Monday 7 December. We have also considered your letter of Friday 26 November and the requests for
further information it contains, to be supplied by Deadline 7 (Thursday 10 December).
The RSPB is profoundly concerned at another proposed change to the scheme, especially this close to the
end of the Examination.
The RSPB notes that the Panel is content that these changes do not exceed the worst case parameters set
out in the Environmental Statement (ES). However, the assessment of for example collision impacts on
the SPA and its species is a complicated process and although it may be that these changes do not exceed
the worst case parameters of the ES, first and foremost that is not the only requirement and secondly it
cannot be assumed that either or both of the sets of changes proposed by the Applicant do not exceed
the worst case parameters of the ES, without that assessment work being carried out.
The RSPB notes the Panel’s request number 4 (letter of 7 December 2015) for the details of the
underpinning assessment for the latest changes. We also note that a similar request (number 2) was
made in your procedural decision and request letter of 26 November 2015.
The ability to scrutinise this information is essential if we are to be able to evaluate the Applicant’s
assumption that its changes do not exceed the worst case scenario and what the impact of these changes
might be on the SPA and its species as well as the EIA species. The RSPB will have a limited time to
scrutinise the information for the first proposed change that the Applicant will provide for Deadline 7
(from its likely publication on Friday 11 December 2015 to Deadline 8 on Sunday 13 December 2015) and
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