

26 July 2013

FAO: James Walsh
Lead Adviser
Land Use Operations
Natural England
25 Queen Street
Leeds
LS1 2TW
By Email Only
Dear Mr. Walsh,
HORNSEA PROJECT TWO PHASE 1 CONSULTATION & ONSHORE SURVEY VALIDITY
Thank you for the time taken to meet with us to discuss both Hornsea Project One (Phase 4 Consultation)
and Project Two (Phase 1 Consultation) on 25th March 2013, and also for your email dated 4th April 2013
regarding the Hornsea Offshore Wind Farm Project Two.
As we discussed, the proposed onshore infrastructure (both the indicative onshore cable route and the
HVDC converter/HVAC substation site at North Killingholme) for Project Two is immediately adjacent to that
of Project One. The synergies were identified at an early stage and the environmental surveys to inform the
baseline were designed to inform the EIAs for both Project One and Project Two. We are grateful for your
support of this approach to the scope of the Project One and Project Two onshore ecology surveys.
In terms of the validity of surveys, we note that your email response advises that for great crested newt
(GCN) surveys, Natural England considers that the survey data remains valid for up to three years, and for
wintering bird surveys, the survey data remains valid for up to five years, assuming that there are no major
land use changes that might affect the habitats within the site.
In addition to this, we note that current Natural England guidance indicates that surveys should not be over
two to three years old for medium to high impact schemes or multi‐plot or phased developments.
We also note Natural England’s confirmation at our meeting that all of the ecological surveys included in
Project One are considered valid for use on Project Two, with a submission date to the Planning Inspectorate
of Q1 2014 in mind.
However, with reference to SMart Wind letter to you of 8th March 2013 and discussions at our meeting,
please note that the submission date for Project Two is now likely to change from Q1 2014 to Q3 2014.

