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Route Section 17 (A160 to Railway Line) Activities - Activity and Daily Impact on Residents of Top
Road.
The residents of Top Road have a temporary construction compound and a trenchless technique compound in close proximity, as well as a section of cable
corridor.
The Tables below contains a summary of the construction activities that will be in place for the construction process for the underground cabling for the
Project. The description is indicative as exact details will be dependent on ground conditions and contractor preference which will become clearer preconstruction. At that stage the Applicant will be able to provide more detail to local residents and prior warning of any activities taking place through the
Communication Plan (secured pursuant to the CoCP in Requirement 8(i) of the draft DCO).

•

Indicative Pre-Installation Activities

Table 1 Pre
Activities

installation

Temporary
haul
road
construction
(including
soil
removal);
Temporary
Construction
Compound
facilities
and
equipment (including welfare).

Details

Potential
Residents

Impacts

on

Local

Topsoil will be removed and stored at the sides of the corridor for later reinstatement.
The access road will typically be in the order of 5m wide and may need to be
constructed of stone to a depth of 0.5m or be of a metal construction dependent on
ground conditions and construction equipment being used. Construction compounds
will be established for the location of offices, mess rooms, toilets, stores and a lay
down area at appropriate locations adjacent to the cable route. These compounds will
be prepared by removing and storing topsoil and the laying down of hard-standing
areas. The compounds will be fenced and security will normally be provided at all
times. Lighting may also be required particularly in the winter months during working
hours, although lighting would not normally be required at night.

Traffic movements along the route of
the haul road and/or at the compounds.
Visual Impacts could include potential
views of vehicles constructing sections
of the haul road.
Residents may experience a slight
increase in road noise, dust and lighting
impacts.

•

Indicative Construction Compound Equipment and Layout:

•

Indicative Installation activities - The main installation activities and duration for a 1000m cable circuit section will typically include the following
operations.

Table 2 Typical 1000m Onshore Cable Installation Programme

Details

Potential Impacts on Local Residents

The trenchless cable compounds are
for drilling and this will take a matter of
days but associated equipment could
be in place between 3-6 months. The
drilling is sensitive to start/stop actions
and once a hole is being drilled it needs
to continue until it is finished.

Traffic movements along the route of the haul road
and/or at the compounds.
Visual Impacts could include potential views of
vehicles constructing sections of the haul road.
Residents may experience a slight increase in
road noise, dust and lighting impacts.
The drilling will require the use of a silenced diesel
generator with source noise levels typically around
71dB(A). The drill rig itself will not create a
significant noise or vibration source.

Operation
Trenchless Cable Installation: The directionally controlled pilot bore
approximately 50 – 75mm diameter will be started from the entry pit and
advanced in stages until the required length is reached and the boring head
emerges at the exit point. The boring head will be closely followed by a “washover pipe”1 incorporating a forward reamer that will enlarge the bore
sufficiently to accommodate the HDPE ducts. On completion of the pilot bore,
the pilot drill string will be withdrawn and the wash-over pipe will be pushed
through to the exit point. Soil at the exit point will be excavated by a backhoe
to expose the end of the wash-over pipe. The HDPE duct will then be attached
via a swivel to the end of the wash-over pipe which will be pulled back to the
drilling rig bringing the HDPE duct with it. A cable draw wire will be installed in
each duct.

•

Indicative HDD Compound Layout

•

Indicative Post-installation activities including removal of the access road and reinstatement of the cable corridor, compounds will be removed at the
end of the project and the land reinstated to its former condition.

Table 3 Post installation
Activities

Details

Potential
Residents

Impacts

on

Local

Temporary haul road removal,
Temporary
Construction
Compound
facilities
and
equipment removal.

Construction compounds equipment including offices, mess rooms, toilets, stores will
be removed. Hard standing areas and stone will be removed. The compound fencing
will be removed and taken off site.
The access road will be removed.
Topsoil will reinstated from the sides of the corridor.

Traffic movements along the route of
the haul road and/or at the compounds.
Visual Impacts could include potential
views of vehicles constructing sections
of the haul road.
Residents may experience a slight
increase in road noise, dust and lighting
impacts.

