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1

Introduction

1.1

Purpose of this Statement of Common Ground

1.1.1

This Statement of Common Ground (“SoCG”) relates to an application made by the
Highways Agency (“the HA”) to the Planning Inspectorate under Section 37 of the
Planning Act 2008 (“the Application”).

1.1.2

The Application is for an order granting development consent (the “DCO”). The draft
DCO is referred to as The A160/A180 (Port of Immingham Improvement)
Development Consent Order 201[ ]. The DCO would grant powers to upgrade the
existing single carriageway section of the A160 to dual carriageway, with associated
junction improvements along the length of the route. The proposed development is
referred to in this SoCG as “the Project”.

1.1.3

The Application was submitted to the Planning Inspectorate on 8 January 2014, and
the Planning Inspectorate accepted the progression of the Application to examination
on 27 January 2014.

1.1.4

Guidance about the purpose and possible content of SoCGs is given in paragraphs
57-62 of the Department for Communities and Local Government’s “Planning Act
2008: examination of applications for development consent” (April 2013).

1.1.5

Paragraph 57 confirms the basic function of SoCGs:
“A statement of common ground is a written statement prepared jointly by the
applicant and another party or parties, setting out any matters on which they agree.
As well as identifying matters which are not in real dispute, it may also be useful for a
statement to identify areas where agreement has not been reached. The statement
should include references to show where those matters are dealt with in the written
representations or other documentary evidence.”

1.1.6

SoCGs are a useful and established means of ensuring that the evidence provided at
examination focuses on the material differences between the parties, and aim to
facilitate a more efficient examination process.

1.2

Parties to this Statement of Common Ground

1.2.1

This SoCG has been prepared by the HA as the Applicant, and SMart Wind Ltd
(SMW), a joint venture of Siemens Project Ventures GmbH and Mainstream
Renewable Power Ltd acting as agent for Heron Wind Limited, Njord Limited and Vi
Aura Limited (the Applicant for the Hornsea Offshore Wind Farm (Zone 4) – Project
One (“Hornsea Project One”). SMW are also the promoter of the Hornsea Offshore
Wind Farm (Zone 4) – Project 2 (“Hornsea Project Two”).

1.2.2

A DCO application has been made for Hornsea Project One and a DCO application
is expected to be made for Hornsea Project Two by the end of 2014.

1.2.3

The HA is an Executive Agency of the Department for Transport, and is responsible
for operating, maintaining and improving the strategic road network in England on
behalf of the Secretary of State for Transport. The A160 and A180 in North
Lincolnshire and North East Lincolnshire are part of the trunk road network for which
the HA is responsible.

1.2.4

Hornsea Project One and Hornsea Project Two will interface with the Project in the
vicinity of the Haborugh Roundabout:

1.2.5

It is acknowledged that the HA and SMW have already submitted a SoCG in relation
to the examination of Project One; “the Hornsea Project One SoCG”, which is
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available on the Hornsea Project One webpage on the National Infrastructure
Planning Portal 1 . This document has been produced to complement this existing
document, in particular to:
P F

P

•

clearly identify the issues relating to the interface with the Project;

•

provide an update on the situation since the Hornsea Project One SoCG was
agreed;

•

set out the matters relating to the interface between the Project and Hornsea
Project Two.

1.3

Summary of the Project

1.3.1

The Project proposes to provide better access to the Port of Immingham (“the Port”)
and the surrounding area by improving the A160 between the junction with the A180
at Brocklesby interchange and the Port. Improvements to this 5km strategic link road
will help to stimulate growth and unlock economic benefits in the area. The main
aspects of the Project include:
•

Upgrade of the Brocklesby Interchange to an oval two bridge roundabout layout,
including a dedicated left turn lane for vehicles travelling from the eastbound
A180 to the A160;

•

Upgrade the existing single carriageway section of the A160 between Brocklesby
Interchange and Habrough Road Roundabout to dual carriageway standard;

•

Relocate the Habrough Road Roundabout with new link roads provided from the
A160 to Ulceby Road, Top Road and Habrough Road;

•

Provision of a new road bridge over the A160 at Town Street to provide vehicular
and pedestrian access between the two sides of South Killingholme following the
central reserve closure;

•

Closure of the central reserve gap of the A160 at the junction with Town Street
and partial closure of the central reserve gap of the A160 at the entrance to the
Humber oil refinery, to only allow vehicles travelling westbound to right turn
across the central reserve;

•

The provision of a new gyratory carriageway system between Manby Road
Roundabout, Rosper Road Junction and the Port of Immingham, requiring the
construction of a new link road and bridge beneath the railway (known as
Immingham New Rail Bridge); and

•

Localised diversion of third-party gas pipelines that cross beneath the existing
A160.Further details of the Project can be found within the DCO application
documents.

1.4

Summary of the interface with Hornsea Project One and Hornsea Project Two

1.4.1

Both Hornsea Project One and Hornsea Project Two interface with the Project in the
vicinity of Habrough Roundabout. Figure 1 at Appendix A details this “Overlap Area”
for Hornsea Project One. Figure 2 at Appendix B details this “Overlap Area” for
Hornsea Project Two.

1.4.2

There is overlap between the Project and Hornsea Project One both in terms of:

1

http://infrastructure.planningportal.gov.uk/projects/yorkshire-and-the-humber/hornsea-offshore-windfarm-zone-4-project-one/
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•

the permanent cable route, which would cross underneath the existing A160 in
the current situation, and the proposed location of the new Habrough Road
roundabout in the situation with the Project built,

•

the areas proposed for Hornsea Project One’s construction compounds and the
Project’s proposed topsoil/construction material storage areas.

1.4.3

There would be overlap between the Project and Hornsea Project Two in terms of the
permanent cable route, which would cross underneath the proposed location of the
new Habrough Road roundabout, and underneath the proposed new link road to Top
Road. Should both Hornsea Project Two and the Project receive development
consent, it is anticipated Hornsea Project Two would be constructed after the Project
is completed.

1.5

Structure of this Statement of Common Ground

1.5.1

This SoCG has been structured to reflect matters of interest to SMW in relation to the
Project.

1.5.2

Section 2 of this SoCG provides an overview of consultation with SMW and Section 3
provides details of the main areas covered by this SoCG.

1.5.3

Throughout this SoCG:
•

where a sentence begins “It is agreed” this signifies a matter that has been
specifically stated as agreed by the HA and SMW.

•

where a sentence begins “It is not agreed”, this signifies a matter that has been
specifically stated as not agreed by the HA and SMW.

•

where a sentence begins “It is under discussion” this signifies a matter that is
still under discussion by the HA and SMW.

3
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3

Matters agreed, matters not agreed and matters under discussion

3.1

Matters relating to the interface with Hornsea Project One

3.1.1

It is acknowledged that the cable route for Hornsea Project One interfaces with the
Project in the area presented in Figure 1 “the Overlap Area”; and that should both
projects go ahead the two parties will need to agree matters relating to the timing and
methodology of works in the Overlap Area.

3.1.2

It is agreed that the following 3 options to manage the interface of the construction
of the Project and Hornsea Project One (as previously set out within the Hornsea
Project One SoCG) are still acceptable to the HA and SMW:
•

Option 1- If the Hornsea Project One cable route is constructed first the cables
will be laid, in the vicinity of the new Habrough Road roundabout, at a depth that
ensures no conflict with this part of the Project, or the existing A160 and
Habrough Roundabout.

•

Option 2 - If both projects are constructed at the same time the ducts will be laid
during the Project works, either by the Hornsea Project One appointed
contractors in advance of the HA works or by the HA with coordination of
construction teams. It is agreed all ducts would be laid within a 20 m (up to 30 m
where there is a physical obstruction) permanent strip within the Hornsea Project
One order limits. Two alternative accesses on the western side of Habrough
Road into the compound areas serving the cable route in this area have been
identified within the Hornsea Project One DCO application to ensure that there
will be no conflict between the Project and the access to the cable route
construction works.

•

Option 3 - If the Project is constructed first the horizontal directional drilling
under the current A160 could be extended by approximately 100 m under the
new Habrough Road roundabout. (It is agreed that ‘Option 3’ will only be
implemented if agreement cannot be reached between the Hornsea project One
operator and the HA to install ducts during the construction of the Project.)

3.1.3

The HA have included the ducts required for cabling for Hornsea Project One within
the overlap area as ‘Work No. 18 - the installation of ducts in the proximity of the
proposed Habrough Road Roundabout to house cables for the project named
Hornsea Offshore Wind Farm Project One’ in the draft DCO submitted for the Project
(document reference TR010007/APP/9).

3.1.4

The following matters were classed as under discussion within the Hornsea Project
One DCO application and it is confirmed that these matters are still subject to
discussion:

3.1.5

It is agreed that the location, size and orientation of the temporary Project One cable
route compounds located in the vicinity of the current A160 as included on the Works
Plans within the Hornsea Project One DCO application (Onshore (Part 2 of 2): Sheet
24 of 27, PINS document reference: 5.2) are acceptable to the HA. The HA and
SMW project teams met on 30 June 2014 to discuss construction interfaces between
the two projects and, as set out under Option 2 above, if on site at the same time as
or prior to SMW, the HA could lay ducts for Hornsea Project One underneath the
proposed new Habrough Roundabout. This would alleviate any land requirement
clashes. This is dependent on the successful conclusion of negotiations between the
two parties regarding a separate commercial agreement; however it is expected that
this document can be finalised shortly.
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3.1.6

It is under discussion as to how the detailed approach to co-ordination of works
under each of the three scenarios set out at section 3.1.2 of this document will be
undertaken. This is subject to the satisfactory completion of negotiations relating to
this separate commercial agreement which is intended to regulate the interface
between the projects, however it is expected that this document can be finalised
shortly. SMW have provided details of the specification for the ducts, and the HA are
currently reviewing. It is expected that this matter will continue to be under discussion
during the examination of the Project as the HA develops its detailed design and
construction methodology and liaises with SMW with regard to these works.

3.1.7

It is agreed that the HA have submitted an update to the Project Works Plans, Sheet
2 to amend the limit of deviation for Work No. 18 to extend it southwards so there is
no gap area. Previously it was under discussion as to how works will be co-ordinated
within the area between the southern boundary of the limit of deviation of Work No.
18 and the Project red line boundary as shown on the Project Works Plans at
application (document reference TR010007/APP/12c).

3.2

Matters relating to the interface with Hornsea Project Two

3.2.1

Subject to the Project receiving development consent and progressing to
construction in line with the HA’s current programme, it is expected that the Project
would be completed by autumn 2016. Subject to Hornsea Project Two submitting a
DCO application in line with SMW’s current programme and development consent
being granted, construction of Project Two could begin construction in 2017;
therefore this would be after the Project is opened to traffic.

3.2.2

It is agreed that the HA will not seek to include provision for ducts for Hornsea
Project Two within the Project DCO. This is because the DCO for Project Two is yet
to be submitted and pre-application consultation is still underway. The HA and SMW
met to discuss the interface between the two projects on 30 June 2014. As SMW
Project Two, if consented, is likely to be constructed after the Project is completed,
the current position is that SMW will discuss directly with North Lincolnshire Council
and the Highways Agency’s operational division as to the most appropriate
arrangements for the interface with Hornsea Project Two in this location. Underneath
the A160, it is likely that this will be by horizontal drilling. Temporary construction
compounds will be required in particular locations to carry out horizontal drilling.

3.2.3

It is agreed that HA will not object in principle to Hornsea Project Two obtaining the
necessary rights to access, establish, operate and maintain temporary construction
compounds on the area of land coloured purple and labelled ‘Compound 1’ and the
area of land coloured green and labelled ‘Compound 2’ in Figure 2.

3.2.4

It is agreed that the HA reserve the right to make representations in respect of
Compound 1 and Compound 2 once the Hornsea Project Two DCO has been
submitted for Examination.

3.2.5

It is agreed that any representations in respect of Compound 1 and/or Compound 2
should relate only to the following:
•

The detail of the proposals as set out in the DCO;

•

Traffic management;

•

HSE issues; and /or

•

Driver distraction and suitable mitigation
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4
4.1.1

Summary
To provide an overview of the matters discussed in this SoCG, the tables below
provide a list of each point that is agreed and not agreed.
Table 4.1: Matters agreed

Matter
1

Paragraph
reference
2.1.3

2

3.1.2

3

3.1.2

4

3.15

5

3.1.7

6

3.2.2

7

3.2.3

8

3.2.4

9

3.2.5

Statement
It is agreed that the record of correspondence between the
HA and SMW is accurate.
It is agreed that the 3 options set out to manage the
interface of the construction of the Project and Hornsea
Project One acceptable to the HA and SMW
It is agreed that ‘Option 3’ will only be implemented if
agreement cannot be reached between the Hornsea project
One operator and the HA to install ducts during the
construction of the Project.
It is agreed that the location, size and orientation of the
temporary Project cable route compounds located in the
vicinity of the current A160 on the Works Plans included
within the Hornsea Project One DCO application (Onshore
(Part 2 of 2): Sheet 24 of 27, PINS document reference:
5.2) are acceptable to the HA, as the provision of ducting for
Hornsea Project one by the HA would alleviate land
requirement clashes.
It is agreed that the HA have submitted a change to the
Project Works Plans to extend the limit of deviation for Work
No 18 southwards to the red line boundary to eliminate the
gap area.
It is agreed that ducts will not be provided for Hornsea
Project Two as part of the Project and that further liaison will
take place between the HA’s operational division and SMW
about the most appropriate crossing method underneath the
A160.
It is agreed that the HA will not object in principle to
Hornsea Project Two obtaining the necessary rights to
access, establish, operate and maintain temporary
construction compounds on the areas of land shown
coloured purple and green on Figure 2
It is agreed that the HA reserve the right to make
representations in respect of these temporary compounds
once the Hornsea Project Two DCO is submitted for
Examination
It is agreed that any representation should relate only to
the detail of the proposals, traffic management, HSE issues
and/or driver distraction and suitable mitigation.

Table 4.2: Matters not agreed

Matter
-

Paragraph
reference

Statement

-

-
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Table 4.3: Matters under discussion

Matter
1

Paragraph
reference
3.1.6

Statement
It is under discussion as to how the detailed approach to
co-ordination of works under each of the three scenarios will
be undertaken and this will be a matter for ongoing liaison
between the HA and SMW as the detailed design and
construction methodology are finalised.
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Appendices
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Appendix A – Overlap of Hornsea Project One and HA A160/A180 Port of Immingham
Improvement Proposals
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Appendix B - Overlap of Hornsea Project Two and HA A160/A180 Port of Immingham
Improvement Proposals
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