2 June 2015
Katherine King
Principal Case Manager
Major Applications and Plans
The Planning Inspectorate
Temple Quay House
Temple Quay
Bristol
BS1 6PN

Dear Mrs King
SMart Wind Limited
Proposed Hornsea Project Two Offshore Wind Farm
Application Ref: EN010053 (the “Application”)
1.

Introduction

1.1

In advance of the Preliminary Meeting in respect of the Application for the Hornsea Project Two
Offshore Wind Farm (the Project), the intention of this letter and its attachments is for SMart Wind
Limited (as agent for and on behalf of Optimus Wind Limited and Breesea Limited (the parties
together being the Applicant)) to address a number of matters raised in the Examining Authority’s
(the Ex. A) notice of the Preliminary Meeting dated 15 May 2015 (the Rule 6 Letter), to be discussed
further at the Preliminary Meeting if necessary.

1.2

In addition, the Applicant has sought to provide the Ex. A with an update on certain aspects of the
Application since submission.

2.

Progress Update and Comments on Rule 6 Letter

2.1

The progress made on the Application since submission is detailed below, together with the
Applicant’s comments on the Rule 6 Letter where considered appropriate.

The Applicant’s Submission of April 27 2015
2.2

The Applicant’s submission to the Ex. A of 27 April 2015 addressed the points raised in the Section 51
letter and Section 55 checklist, which accompanied notification of the acceptance of the Application,
as well as enclosing updates to the draft Development Consent Order (DCO) and deemed Marine
Licences (DMLs) and the Book of Reference.

Statements of Common Ground/Letters of Support
2.3

Since acceptance of the Application on 19 February 2015, the Applicant has been working towards
producing a number of Statements of Common Ground (SoCG) where appropriate, with statutory and
non-statutory consultees in relation to the Project. Schedule 2 to this letter sets out the progress made
to date on the SoCGs and a copy of one completed SoCG has been appended to this letter (see
Appendix A).
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2.4

The Applicant has also received a number of letters of support in relation to the Project from certain
stakeholders. The Applicant has included reference to these at Schedule 2 for sake of completeness
and has enclosed the same at Appendices B to I of this letter.

Section 135 Applications
2.5

The Applicant is seeking separate consents under s135 of the Planning Act 2008 from each of the
following:
2.5.1

The Crown Estate Commissioners;

2.5.2

The Secretary of State for Transport;

2.5.3

The Secretary of State for Defence; and

2.5.4

Highways England Historical Railways Estate.

2.6

Whilst no consents have presently been received, the Applicant is confident that these will be
procured in the coming weeks and the Applicant will, in any event, update the Ex. A as to the status of
the s135 applications within its response to the Rule 8 Letter.

2.7

In its submission of 27 April 2015, the Applicant noted its understanding that the ownership of the
GPSS pipeline would be transferred in the near future to Compañía Logística de Hydrocarburos
(CLH). The Applicant understands that the transfer has now been completed, with the result that the
GPSS pipeline no longer constitutes crown land for the purposes of s135. As such, consent pursuant
to this provision is no longer required in relation to this land interest.

2.8

Further, on 1 April 2015 the Highways Agency was replaced by Highways England Company Limited
(a private limited, government owned, company) as the highway authority for the strategic road
network in England. The Applicant has continued to engage with Highways England Company Limited
(Highways England) in relation to the Project and to understand the implications of this change in
terms of any consent required pursuant to s135. Highways England have advised that their land is no
longer crown land for the purposes of the Planning Act 2008 and that it is not necessary for them to
give consent pursuant to s135 as a result (be it on behalf of themselves or on behalf of the Secretary
of State for Transport). The Applicant understands it is intended that the Secretary of State for
Transport’s property interests in the strategic road network will be formally transferred to Highways
England. However, as at the date of this letter, the Applicant is not aware that such a transfer has
occurred. Accordingly, to address any ambiguity in the interim, the Applicant is seeking consent from
the Secretary of State for Transport in relation to these interests for sake of completeness.

2.9

Updates to the Book of Reference will be provided to reflect these above-noted changes once
clarification/confirmation as to the title of the relevant land interests has been provided and/or the
Land Registry has been updated to reflect the same.

Suggestions for Site Inspections
2.10

The Applicant has produced a list of proposed locations and suggested itinerary for the Ex. A’s
onshore site visit, details of which are set out in Schedule 3 to this letter.

Schedule of Mitigation Requirements
2.11

The Applicant notes that paragraph 3 of the Rule 6 Letter sets out the Ex. A’s request for a schedule
of mitigation requirements (secured within the draft DCO and DMLs) to be submitted at Deadline 1 –
Wednesday 15 July 2015 (N.B. we note that this is referred to as “Thursday” 15 July 2015 in the Rule
6 Letter, but the Applicant assumes this is a typographical error).

2.12

The Applicant would highlight that a mitigation schedule was submitted as part of the Application in
the form of Annex 4.5.5: Enhancement, Mitigation and Monitoring Commitments of the Environmental
Statement (Doc Ref No: 7.4.5.5). The Applicant is happy to submit a revised version of this document
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to the extent any updates have been made since submission of the Application, but would be grateful
for clarification from the Ex. A as to whether any further information above and beyond that contained
within this document is required.
Yours sincerely

Scott McCallum
For and on behalf of Shepherd and Wedderburn LLP
scott.mccallum@shepwedd.co.uk
DL: 0207 429 4669

S5811.2 23678839 2 SM

Page 10

SCHEDULE 3
The Applicant’s Suggested Itinerary for Onshore Site Visit

Initial Pre-Meeting:
•

Assemble at Ashbourne Hotel for Safety Briefing and explanation of day ahead.

•

Drive from Ashbourne Hotel to Landfall Site.

Site 1:
•

Visit Landfall Site, near North Coates Village.

•

Drive from Landfall site to Louth Canal Crossing.

Site 2:
•

Visit Louth Canal Crossing.

•

Drive from Louth Canal to Team Gate Drain crossing.

Site 3:
•

Visit Team Gate Drain Crossing (in the field across Bradley Road from Marian Way).

•

Drive from Team Gate Drain to the Ashbourne Hotel for Lunch (N.B. venue subject to
confirmation).

•

Lunch.

•

Drive from the Ashbourne Hotel to the A160 roundabout crossing.

Site 4:
•

Visit A160 roundabout crossing.

•

Drive from A160 roundabout crossing to the South Killingholme Railway crossing, north
side.

Site 5:
•

South Killingholme Railway crossing.

•

Drive from South Killingholme Railway crossing to Onshore Substation.

Site 6:
•

Visit HVDC converter/HVAC substation site.

•

Drive from HVDC converter/HVAC substation site to Ashbourne Hotel.

•

Arrive at the Ashbourne Hotel.
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The Applicant’s Response to the Rule 6 Letter

Appendix A - Statement of Common Ground with
East Lindsey District Council

2 June 2015

1.3

The Development

1.3.1

The Project will constitute up to two offshore wind generating stations with a total
capacity of up to 1,800 MW and will include all associated offshore and onshore
infrastructure. There will be up to 360 turbines (depending on turbine type) within
Project Two, with turbine capacities ranging from 5 MW up to 15 MW being
considered.

1.3.2

The area within the Hornsea Zone in which the Project’s turbines and inter-array
cabling, as well as associated infrastructure such as offshore High Voltage
Alternating Current (HVAC) collector substations, offshore High Voltage Direct
Current (HVDC) converter stations and offshore accommodation platforms will be
placed, has been labelled ‘Subzone 2’. Subzone 2 is located in the centre of the
Hornsea Zone and has a total area of 462 km2. The western boundary of Subzone
2 lies 89 km from the coast of the East Riding of Yorkshire and the eastern
boundary is 50 km from the median line between United Kingdom (UK) and Dutch
waters.

1.3.3

The offshore cable route extends from the proposed landfall at Horseshoe Point
in Lincolnshire, offshore in a north-easterly direction to the southern boundary of
Subzone 2. The route is approximately 150 km in length. From the proposed
landfall point at Horseshoe Point, onshore cables will connect the offshore wind
generating stations to the onshore substation (which could comprise up to two
electrical transmission stations) which will in turn, connect to the existing National
Grid substation at North Killingholme in North Lincolnshire, a distance of
approximately 40 km. For the purposes of this SoCG, ‘offshore’ refers to the land
and seabed on the seaward side of the mean high water mark and ‘onshore’ refers
to the land (and any seabed) on the landward side of the mean high water mark.

1.3.4

The Project comprises up to two offshore wind farms: Project A and Project B
together with the associated development and grid connection for each
project. Both wind farms have the same connection point into the National Grid
substation and follow the same cable route.

1.3.5

Project A and Project B are likely to be constructed by different operators: Optimus
Wind Limited (‘Optimus Wind’) in the case of Project A and Breesea Limited
(‘Breesea’) in the case of Project B. Both Optimus Wind and Breesea are named
as an undertaker within the draft DCO. Optimus Wind is the relevant undertaker in
relation to the Project A works, whilst Breesea is the relevant undertaker for the
Project B works and the shared works, which can be carried out by Optimus Wind
or Breesea. This is subject to the transfer provisions included within the draft DCO.

1.3.6

To facilitate this multi undertaker approach, the draft DCO provides for four
deemed marine licences, two for Project A (one for the generating station (deemed
marine licence A1) and one for the offshore transmission infrastructure (deemed
marine licence A2)) and two for Project B (again, one for the generating station
(deemed marine licence B1) and one for the offshore transmission infrastructure
(deemed marine licence B2)).
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1.3.7

The DCO confers on Optimus Wind powers of compulsory acquisition, subject to
the consent of Breesea, over land required for the Project A works, and the shared
works or to facilitate, or which is incidental to those works and it confers on
Breesea powers of compulsory acquisition, subject to the consent of Optimus
Wind, over land required for the Project B works, and the shared works or to
facilitate, or which is incidental to those works.

1.3.8

The works are described in such a way as to allow flexibility as to whether they
form one or two wind generating stations together with the required associated
development. This approach means that the consent granted will be flexible and
will allow a commercial decision to be made post-consent on how Project Two will
be built out.

1.4
1.4.1

Application elements under ELDC’s remit.
Works No.5A and 5B inclusive to No.7A and 7B inclusive, as detailed in the
Onshore Work Plans and the Intertidal Work Plans (PINS Doc refs 5.2 and 5.3),
and in Part 1 of Schedule A of the draft DCO (PINS Doc ref 3.1), describe the
onshore elements of Project Two which may affect the interests of ELDC during
the construction, operation and decommissioning of the Project.
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MATTERS AGREED

3.1.1

The following sections of this SoCG set out those aspects of the submitted
application documentation for the Project which are agreed between the parties.

3.1.2

Where the agreements set out in the following sections refer to sections of the
Environmental Statement (ES), it is agreed that those statements apply equally to
the equivalent data, descriptions or analyses set out in any relevant technical
reports, survey reports or any other application documents.

3.1.3

The matters agreed for the SoCG between ELDC and Project One can be found in
Appendix A. It is agreed that those matters in respect of Project One have been
reviewed by ELDC and due to the similarities in baseline, assessment and mitigation
for Project Two ELDC has no concerns in relation to these matters for Project Two,
subject to the caveat at 1.2.5.

3.1.4

It is agreed that overall ELDC has no concerns with the Project other than the points
raised below which are subject to agreement and not deemed major. It is also
agreed that the mitigation proposed and secured within the draft DCO in relation to
the works is appropriate and sufficient.

3.1.5

It is agreed that potential impacts on local residents during the construction phase
have been fully assessed within the Environmental Statement in chapters such as
Volume 3 Chapter 7 Land Use & Recreation (PINS Doc ref 7.3.7), Volume 3 Chapter
8 Traffic and Transport (PINS Doc ref 7.3.8) and Volume 3 Chapter 9 Noise and
Vibration (PINS Doc ref 7.3.9).It is agreed that appropriate mitigation is proposed
within the assessments where necessary and it is agreed that this is adequately
secured within the draft DCO subject to the caveat at 1.2.5.

3.1.6

It is agreed that the draft DCO Schedule A Part 3 Requirement 8 (PINS Doc ref 3.1)
provides sufficient comfort that no part of the development can commence in the
area of a local planning authority until a Code of Construction Practice relating to
the works has been submitted to and approved by the relevant local planning
authority.

3.1.7

It is agreed that in relation to concerns raised regarding Electromagnetic Fields
(EMF) the Applicant has ensured the electrical transmission system complies with
UK and internationally recognised guidelines for magnetic and electric field
exposure and will not result in the sterilisation of land. Details of this assessment
are available in Volume 3 Chapter 10 Air Quality and Health (PINS Doc ref 7.3.10)
of the Environmental Statement.

3.1.8

It is agreed that effects on hedgerows and trees in the vicinity of the cable route
have been fully assessed and details on this assessment can be found in Volume 3
Chapter 5 Landscape and Visual Resources (PINS Doc ref 7.3.5). In addition to this,
it is agreed that the mitigation which can be found in the Outline Landscape Scheme
and Management Plan (PINS Doc ref 12.9) is appropriate, subject to the caveat at
1.2.5.
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3.1.9

It is agreed that the SMart Futures programme that has taken place in the district in
the last year has contributed to providing wider local benefits for students in the
area. This includes the Barbecue and SMart Futures event hosted at North Coates
Village Hall by SMart Wind on Friday the 4th July 2014 (see Appendix B). The
Applicant is fully committed to providing benefits through a local supply chain and
economy. It is agreed that this is adequately secured through Requirement 18 of the
draft DCO (PINS Doc ref 3.1), which will provide an Employment and skills plan to
be agreed prior to the commencement of the Project.

3.1.10 ELDC raised concerns in relation to ecological habitats at Horseshoe Point. The
Applicant acknowledge that during the storm surge event in 2013 the baseline of the
sand dunes had changed. The Applicant can confirm that additional survey effort
has been carried out in the Intertidal area. This additional information has been
included within the Volume 6, Annex 4 Intertidal Bird Survey (Doc ref 7.6.4.1) and
Volume 3, Chapter 4, Intertidal Ornithology (Doc ref 7.3.4) to ensure that any
potential impact is adequately assessed.
3.1.11 It is agreed that the additional survey effort and information included within
documents 7.3.4 and 7.6.4.1 accurately describe the baseline and assess the
significance of potential impact in the study area. ELDC also agree that the
mitigation secured within the draft DCO (PINS Doc ref 3.1) is appropriate, subject
to the caveat at 1.2.5.
3.1.12 ELDC also raised concerns in relation to cumulative effects in relation to the
potential concurrent or staggered construction of Project One and Project Two. The
Applicant has updated the Environmental Statement prior to the submission of the
application for all topics to ensure that the worst case scenario in several
construction scenarios has been assessed (see Cumulative Impact Assessment in
the relevant topic chapter within Volume 3).
3.1.13 It is agreed that the Cumulative Impact Assessment approach as set out in the
Environmental Statement in relation to the potential concurrent or staggered
construction of Project One and Project Two accurately reflects a worst case
scenario and that the assessment of the cumulative impact is sufficient and that no
further mitigation is deemed necessary, subject to the caveat at 1.2.5.

4
4.1.1

5
5.1.1

MATTERS SUBJECT TO ONGOING DISCUSSION
ELDC noted that there is no direct inclusion of a community benefit fund. The
Applicant is engaged in internal discussions considering a community benefit fund,
however, this is not relevant to the consideration of the current application.

MATTERS NOT AGREED
There are no matters of disagreement between the parties at this time.
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APPENDIX A: STATEMENT OF COMMON GROUND BETWEEN
ELDC AND HORNSEA PROJECT ONE
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APPENDIX B: NORTH COTES BBQ AND SMART FUTURES EVENT
INVITE
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The Applicant’s Response to the Rule 6 Letter

Appendix B - Letter of Support from
Humber Local Enterprise Partnership

2 June 2015

21st April, 2015
Dear Sirs,
Re: Hornsea Offshore Wind Farm Project Two (“Project Two”)
The Humber Local Enterprise Partnership is driving the growth of the Humber
economy for the benefits of our communities in the four local authority areas of Hull,
East Riding, North Lincolnshire and North East Lincolnshire. We recognise the
unprecedented opportunity in the Humber in energy and renewables, more
specifically in the offshore wind sector linked to our location close to 80 per cent of
the southern North Sea wind farms and having a large amount of portside
development land. Energy is one of our priority sectors alongside Ports and
Logistics, Chemicals, Engineering manufacture, Food, Digital and Visitor Economy.
The Humber Local Enterprise Partnership has been engaged by SMart Wind in
respect of Project Two both in terms of informal non-statutory engagement and
formal consultation carried out pursuant to the Planning Act 2008 including (but not
limited to) consulting with us as to the terms of the draft Development Consent Order
(DCO) application for Project Two. The Humber Local Enterprise Partnership looks
to continue and build upon this collaborative work in order to maximise the benefit to
the Humber economy. The key pieces for collaborative work are envisaged to be on
relevant supply chain and skills based plans, as secured in the draft Development
Consent Order by Requirement 18 Employment and skills plan.
The Humber Local Enterprise Partnership supports the DCO application by SMart
Wind for the Hornsea Project 2 offshore wind farm The Humber Estuary is
developing as a national centre for energy with a primary focus on the offshore wind
sector. The project fits within the overall priority sectors which have been identified
by the Humber Local Enterprise, where Energy and Renewables is the most
important sector in delivering local growth through investment and new employment.
Energy and Renewables has been the primary focus for strategy and funding
applications by the Humber Local Enterprise Partnership. It also fits well within the

Chair: Lord Haskins of Skidby
Correspondence Address, 48 Queen Street, Hull, HU1 1UU
t: 01482 485260 e: info@humberlep.org w: humberlep.org
Humber LEP Ltd: Registered Address: The Guildhall, Alfred Gelder Street, Kingston Upon Hull, HU1 2AA. Registered
in England. Company registration number: 07988601.
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Humber Offer and key offshore wind based development sites such as the Port of
Hull, ABLE Humber Port and the Port of Grimsby.
Yours sincerely,

Lord Haskins
Chair
Humber Local Enterprise Partnership
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Appendix C - Letter of Support from
Humber University Technical College

2 June 2015

15 May 2015
Dear Sirs,
Re: Hornsea Offshore Wind Farm Project Two (“Project Two”)
The Humber University Technical College (UTC) is a brand new school for 14 to 19 year
olds being established in the Humber region through the demand of engineering and
renewable employers in the wider region. The Humber UTC will specialise in STEM
subjects. The growth in the region is just phenomenal and the demand for a skilled
workforce means even more support for the Humber UTC and our students.
SMart Wind has engaged with the Humber UTC in respect of Hornsea Project Two in
terms of informal non-statutory engagement, including through support for the Humber
UTC and representation on the steering group for the curriculum of the UTC. We intend
to continue to build upon this collaborative between the parties in order to maximise the
benefit to the young people in the area that are interested in STEM careers in the
Humber area. We consider examples for further collaborative work to include SMart
Wind’s technical experts providing guest lectures at the UTC, potential site visits to the
onshore construction areas and work experience placements.
The Humber UTC supports the DCO application by SMart Wind for the Hornsea Project 2
offshore wind farm. The Humber Estuary is quickly progressing as a key area for national
energy projects with an important focus on the offshore wind sector. The project fits within
the educational aims of Renewables and Engineering which are the focus of the Humber
UTC and are key in delivering local growth through education, investment and new
employment.
The Project will also provide up to 1.8 GW of clean and secure renewable electricity for
the UK.
Yours sincerely

Sonia Allen,
Project Manager
Humber UTC
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Appendix D - Letter of Support from HETA

2 June 2015
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Appendix E - Letter of Support from
Green Party North Lincolnshire

2 June 2015

Ornagh Lynch
Mainstream Renewable Power Ltd
11th Floor
140 London Wall
London
EC2Y 5DN

N o r t h L in c o l n s h i r e
e: greenpartynorthlincs@gmail.com

21 May 2015
Dear Ornagh,
On behalf of North Lincolnshire Green Party, I would like to confirm our support for the Hornsea
Project Two application.
We have been following the progress of this project and are pleased that it has now reached the
examination stage.
Clearly it meets with our support for all the right reasons, given our Party’s general policies of
reducing the use of carbon based fuels, reducing climate change and increasing the use of renewable
energies.
More specifically, the development increases by a considerable amount the generating capacity of
the UK using (clean) renewable energy resources, and the Hornsea project, being offshore, doesn’t
seem to meet with any objections like we get when onshore wind turbines are proposed. The Town
Council in Barton has supported it throughout in its Planning Committee which I was on and
reported to about your project.
This increase in capacity will bring increased energy security to the UK as renewables will always be
there.
In the connection from the landfall in Lincolnshire up to the nearby Killingholme generating stations’
site and thus the grid, there will be jobs both along the route and some much nearer ones whilst the
works are undertaken there. We welcome this. It is also worth noting in connection with local jobs,
that the manufacture of wind turbines is planned to begin in nearby Immingham and in Hull, so
more offshore windfarms needing more turbines should be reflected in the demand for production
and thus provide even more local jobs.
Obviously the support for the building of these offshore windfarms is ongoing in importance, and the
companies mainly based in Grimsby are already thriving, and will continue to do so with more
development.
In addition, following on from our recent involvement and discussions with Greenpeace about the
Coastal Fishing strategy, it became clear that when completed and settled, offshore windfarms
provide a breeding ground for fish that cannot be disturbed by fishing of any sort. This should lead to
increasing fish stocks, which if the fishing is managed correctly and localised will also provide more
fish and jobs for the fishing related industry.
So to summarise, the Hornsea Project meets with our support for many reasons and we are pleased
to contribute to the investigation by submission of this letter.
Best wishes,

Paul Thornton
On behalf of North Lincolnshire Green Party

Paul Thornton, North Lincolnshire Green Party, 1 Bayleaf Lane, Barton upon Humber,
North Lincolnshire DN18 5GQ Tel: 01652 634142 Mobile: 07802 442778
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Appendix F - Letter of Support from
Energy Development Group

2 June 2015
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Appendix G - Letter of Support from
Grimsby Job Centre Plus

2 June 2015

Grimsby Jobcentre
Mail Handling Site A
Wolverhampton
WV98 16N
www.gov.uk
Telephone: 0845 604 3719

Date: 27/05/2015

Dear Sirs,
Re: Hornsea Offshore Wind Farm Project Two (“Project Two”)
SMart Wind has engaged with the Scunthorpe and Grimsby Job centres in respect of Hornsea
Project Two in terms of informal non-statutory engagement, including through support for the
Scunthorpe and Grimsby Job centres by giving presentations to the local community on the
opportunities in the offshore wind industry. We intend to continue to build upon this collaboration
between the parties in order to maximise the benefit to the unemployed in the area that are
interested in Offshore Wind careers in the Humber area. We consider examples for further
collaborative work to include SMart Wind’s technical experts providing guest lectures at the job
centres.
Jobcentre Plus supports the DCO application by SMart Wind for the Hornsea Project 2 offshore
wind farm. The Humber Estuary is quickly progressing as a key area for national energy
projects with an important focus on the offshore wind sector.
The Project will also provide up to 1.8 GW of clean and secure renewable electricity for the UK.
Yours Sincerely
Mrs Lorraine Alexander
Employer Partnership Manager
Grimsby Jobcentre Plus
01472 622244

Printed on 100% recycled paper
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Appendix H - Letter of Support from
Hornsea School & Language College

2 June 2015
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Appendix I - Letter of Support from
North Lindsey College

2 June 2015

