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Acronyms

Glossary
Term
Conservation Area

Designated heritage
asset

Heritage asset

Historic
environment

Acronym

Definition
A Conservation Area is an area of special architectural or historic
interest, the character or appearance of which it is desirable to
preserve or enhance.
A World Heritage Site, Scheduled Monument, Listed Building,
Protected Wreck Site, Registered Park and Garden, Registered
Battlefield or Conservation Area designated under the relevant
legislation.
A building, monument, site, place, area or landscape identified as
having a degree of significance meriting consideration in planning
decisions, because of its heritage interest. Heritage asset includes
designated heritage assets and assets identified by the local planning
authority (including local listing).
All aspects of the environment resulting from the interaction between
people and places through time, including all surviving physical
remains of past human activity, whether visible, buried or submerged,
and landscaped and planted or managed flora.

Historic
Environment
Record

Information services that seek to provide access to comprehensive
and dynamic resources relating to the historic environment of a
defined geographic area for public benefit and use.

Listed Building

A building that has been placed on the statutory List of Buildings of
Special Architecture or Historic Interest.

Registered Parks
and Gardens

Designated parks and gardens which are recorded on the English
Heritage 'Register of Historic Parks and Gardens of special historic
interest in England.'

Saltern

Area of land used for salt production often characterised by low
mounds resulting from the disposal of waste material.

Scheduled
Monument

Archaeological site that is recorded on a schedule of monuments by
the Secretary of State under the Ancient Monuments and
Archaeological Areas Act 1979. These monuments are recognised as
being of national importance and are legally protected and conserved.

Setting of a heritage
asset

The surroundings in which a heritage asset is experienced. Its extent
is not fixed and may change as the asset and its surroundings evolve.
Elements of a setting may make a positive or negative contribution to
the significance of an asset, may affect the ability to appreciate that
significance or may be neutral.

iii

Full term

aOD

above Ordnance Datum (Newlyn)

DBA

Desk-Based Assessment

DMV

Deserted Medieval Village

EH

English Heritage

HER

Historic Environmental Record

HLC

Historic Landscape Character

IfA

Institute for Archaeologists

LCC

Lincolnshire County Council

LiDAR

Light Detecting and Ranging

NPPF

National Planning Policy Framework

NELC

North East Lincolnshire Council

NLC

North Lincolnshire Council

NHL

National Heritage List

NMRAP

National Monuments Record Aerial Photograph

OS

Ordnance Survey

SM

Scheduled Monument

STW

Sewage Treatment Works
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S.1

S.2

S.3

S.4

This archaeological desk-based assessment (DBA) has been carried out to inform an
assessment of the impacts of the laying of an electrical cable connection for the
proposed Hornsea Offshore Wind Farm Project Two. Its route runs across the North
Lincolnshire Marshes to the south-west of Grimsby, from a landfall near Horseshoe
Point, North Cotes in East Lindsey, to a proposed HVDC converter/HVAC substation
to the north of the Lindsey Oil Refinery in North Killingholme. This involves crossing
the administrative areas of Lincolnshire County Council (LCC - in East Lindsey and,
for a short distance, West Lindsey), North East Lincolnshire Council (NELC) and North
Lincolnshire Council (NLC).
The proposed onshore infrastructure (both the indicative onshore cable route and the
HVDC converter/HVAC substation site at North Killingholme) for Hornsea Offshore
Wind Farm Project Two is immediately adjacent to that of Project One. The synergies
were identified at an early stage and all environmental surveys to inform the baseline
were designed to inform the EIA for both Project One and Project Two. Since the
completion of the Project One surveys, it has become apparent that the Project Two
cable route will require a short deviation from the Project One onshore cable route at
South Killingholme. The remainder of this desk-based assessment, from this point
onwards, thus makes use of similar baseline information as the DBA for Project One,
although following consultation, updated HER data was obtained from North
Lincolnshire Council and impacts and distances have been changed to correspond
with the Project Two alignment, including the deviation at South Killingholme.

S.5

The information set out in this report is based on a wide range of documentary,
cartographic and other sources including a route walkover and an aerial photographic
survey of the route. The Historic Environment Records (HERs) of all three council
administrations were consulted in detail, as was the Historic Landscape
Characterisation dataset. The English Heritage study of the Lincolnshire Marshes,
carried out in 1999-2000 as part of the Humber Wetlands Survey, provided essential
background.
The eastern portion of the route in East Lindsey runs across the ‘Outmarsh’ that, until
drained in the post-medieval period, comprised unenclosed pasture and salt-marsh.
This has a quite distinct character and history in relation to the remaining portions of
the route, bound up with millennia of salt production and, over the past 1,000 years,
reclamation of land from the sea. The following sites and areas of archaeological
potential have been identified close to the cable route in this area:


North Coates Airfield used in the First and Second World War and the Cold War;



Remains of the former harbours of Tetney Haven and North Cotes Haven,
including the former inner lagoon of North Cotes Haven c.300 m from the modern
sea defences;
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Successive lines of medieval sea defences south of Newton Marsh Lane and
under North Cotes Road and of post-medieval defences at the south-western
edge of the modern airfield (1576) and under the line of the modern sea bank
(1858);



The area to the east of Newton Marsh Lane and North Cotes village (the former
line of medieval sea defences) where exceptionally large-scale salt production in
the medieval and early post-medieval period created large mounds of waste
silt/sand, a by-product of a fuel-efficient salt-production technique. The actual salt
production areas may lie around rather than within these mounds;



A substantial cropmark site to the south of the abandoned East Lincolnshire
Railway Line south of Holton le Clay is likely to represent the remains of RomanoBritish and possibly also Iron Age settlement; and



The zone to the east of Tetney village and west of the Louth Navigation (i.e. the
pre-medieval shoreline) where the remains of Bronze Age, Iron Age, RomanoBritish and/or early medieval salterns may be buried.

In North East Lincolnshire the following sites and areas of archaeological potential
may be affected by the cable route:


Iron Age sites indicated by the presence of cropmarks include i) the area to the
south of South Killingholme Drain where cropmark enclosures have been
observed to east and west of the cable route, ii) a group of cropmarks indicating a
former field system and settlement on the cable route to the west of
Stallingborough, iii) cropmarks immediately west of the cable route to the east of
Laceby village and south of Laceby Beck, iv) two rectangular cropmark
enclosures close to the cable route as it runs south from Laceby Beck;



Romano-British settlement could occur at any of the sites suggested above as
well as to the north of North Beck Drain (east of Keelby), where Roman material
has been found in the past; and



Possible medieval remains i) on the north side of Habrough Road, ii) outlying
features on the north side of Roxton Deserted Medieval Village (DMV), iii)
surviving ridge and furrow either side of Laceby Beck.

Results for the area within North Lincolnshire, in the parishes of North and South
Killingholme, identified the following sites and areas of archaeological potential along
the proposed cable route:


Intensive medieval settlement (a possible ‘moated site’) and possibly RomanoBritish settlement to the north of the South Killingholme Community Centre;



Scattered Iron Age and Romano-British settlement i) to the north of South
Killingholme Drain, ii) an enclosure identified in a recent geophysical survey west
of South Killingholme, iii) a rectangular Iron Age settlement enclosure to the north
of Lindsey Oil Refinery;
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Areas of surviving ridge and furrow to the north of Chase Hill Road and the
Lindsey Oil Refinery; and



An undated linear cropmark, east of Habrough Road.
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1.1.1

1.1.2

1.1.3

1.1.4

This report has been prepared by RPS Planning and Development. It sets out the
results of an historic environment desk-based assessment undertaken with regard to
the onshore infrastructure associated with the second offshore wind farm project within
the Hornsea Zone. This is located in the central region of UK waters in the North Sea,
and covers an area of 4735 km². The East Riding of Yorkshire coast lies 31 km to the
west of the Zone’s boundary. The Zone’s eastern boundary is 1 km from the median
line between UK and Netherlands waters.
The proposed onshore infrastructure (both the indicative onshore cable route and the
HVDC converter/HVAC substation site at North Killingholme) for Hornsea Offshore
Wind Farm Project Two is immediately adjacent to that of Project One. The synergies
were identified at an early stage and all environmental surveys to inform the baseline
were designed to inform the EIA for both Project One and Project Two. Since the
completion of the Project One surveys, it has become apparent that the Project Two
cable route will require a short deviation from the Project One onshore cable route at
South Killingholme. The remainder of this desk-based assessment, from this point
onwards, thus makes use of the same baseline information as the DBA for Project
One, although impacts and distances have been changed to correspond with the
Project Two alignment, including the deviation at South Killingholme.

1.1.5

This report presents the results of the desk-based assessment and is accompanied by
a gazetteer of known historic environment resources (APPENDIX A) and supporting
graphical data (Figures 1-16).

1.2.1

The assessment has been prepared with reference to appropriate guidance and ‘good
practice’ advice including that presented in the Institute for Archaeologists’ Standard
and Guidance for Archaeological Desk-Based Assessment (IfA 1999).

1.2.2

A study area, comprising the onshore cable route, candidate converter and substation
sites and the immediate environs, was defined for the purposes of data collection and,
where appropriate, material beyond the study area has also been examined.

1.2.3

The following sources have been consulted as part of the assessment:


English Heritage (National Historic Environment Record) for information on World
Heritage Sites, Scheduled Monuments, Listed Buildings, Registered Historic
Parks and Gardens, and Registered Historic Battlefields;



The Lincolnshire Historic Environment Record;



The North East Lincolnshire Historic Environment Record;



The North Lincolnshire Historic Environment Record (updated in 2014);



The Lincolnshire Archives (Lincoln);

As was the case with Project One, the onshore infrastructure associated with Project
Two would have three main components:



Grimsby Public Library;



The Bodleian Library, Oxford;



An onshore HVDC converter/HVAC substation located in North Killingholme;



ArchSearch (data held by the Archaeology Data Service); and



Cable landfall point and transition pit (the junction between the offshore and
onshore cables) near Horseshoe Point in North Cotes, East Lindsey; and





An onshore cable route, consisting of HVDC or HVAC cables to the onshore
HVDC converter/HVAC substation, and HVAC cables from the onshore HVDC
converter/HVAC substation to the existing National Grid substation. The proposed
route extends for a total distance of approximately 40 km from Horseshoe Point,
running through portions of East Lindsey and West Lindsey (which fall within the
administration of LCC), and the Unitary Authorities of North East Lincolnshire and
North Lincolnshire, and includes a number of crossings to be undertaken by
Horizontally Directional Drilling (HDD).

A variety of online resources including Google Earth, MAGIC (Defra website),
English Heritage’s database of designated historic assets (see bibliography for
url’s of these and other websites consulted).

1.2.4

The desk-based assessment has examined data from a number of sources in order to
provide a summary of known historic environment resources in the vicinity of the
scheme elements and also to identify the potential for the presence of archaeological
remains within land take potentially required for Project Two which may be affected by
any proposed works.

3

This was augmented by a number of site visits including a complete walkover of the
Project One cable route carried out on 14 June and 16 June 2011. The purpose of this
was to identify the location and position of recorded and unrecorded sites and to
assess ground conditions. Specifically this involved recording present agricultural land
use on a field by field basis, including the identification of surviving areas of medieval
earthworks (i.e. areas not affected by modern ploughing) as indicated on the gazetteer
plans.
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interest. Heritage asset includes designated heritage assets and assets identified by
the local planning authority (including local listing).

National Legislation and Guidance
1.3.9
1.3.1

Legislative frameworks provide protection to the historic environment while planning
policy guidance provides advice concerning how the historic environment should be
addressed within the planning process.

1.3.2

Statutory protection for archaeology is principally enshrined in the Ancient Monuments
and Archaeological Areas Act 1979, as amended. Nationally important archaeological
sites are listed in a schedule of monuments and are accorded statutory protection.

1.3.3

For other components of the historic environment, the Planning (Listed Buildings and
Conservation Areas) Act (1990) provides statutory protection to listed buildings and a
control to preserve the character and appearance of Conservation Areas.

1.3.4

The Hedgerow Regulations (1997) includes guidelines that protect hedgerows which
have been assessed as ‘important’ in terms of criteria that include historical
components. One of these criteria relates to the documented date of a hedgerow. A
hedgerow can be deemed 'important' if it can be shown to be of pre-enclosure date,
which for the purposes of the Regulations is currently taken (by case law precedent) to
mean pre-1845 (the earliest Act of Inclosure recorded in the Small Titles Act (1896)).

1.3.5

1.3.6

1.3.7

1.3.8

Setting is defined in Annex 2 of the NPPF at page 56 as the surroundings in which a
heritage asset is experienced. Its extent is not fixed and may change as the asset and
its surroundings evolve. Elements of a setting may make a positive or negative
contribution to the significance of an asset, may affect the ability to appreciate that
significance or may be neutral.

1.3.10 Section 12 of the NPPF, at paragraph 131 notes that in determining planning
applications, local planning authorities should take account of the desirability of
sustaining and enhancing the significance of heritage assets and putting them to
viable uses consistent with their conservation; the positive contribution that
conservation of heritage assets can make to sustainable communities including their
economic vitality; and the desirability of new development making a positive
contribution to local character and distinctiveness.
1.3.11 Section 12 of the NPPF, at paragraph 132 notes that when considering the impact of a
proposed development on the significance of a designated heritage asset, great
weight should be given to the asset’s conservation. The more important the asset, the
greater the weight should be.
1.3.12 Section 12 of the NPPF, at paragraph 135 notes that the effect of an application on the
significance of a non-designated heritage asset should be taken into account in
determining the application. In weighing applications that affect directly or indirectly
non designated heritage assets, a balanced judgement will be required having regard
to the scale of any harm or loss and the significance of the heritage asset.

Proposed amendments to the Regulations (DEFRA 2003) stated that 'hedgerows
should be regarded as ‘important’ if they mark a boundary of pre-1850 historic
administrative unit (parish, township, hundred, wapentake, cantref or maerdref) or pre1600 manorial estate, ecclesiastical estate, or the outer limits of a field system, park,
wood or common land'. However these amendments have not yet been agreed as
statute law.

1.3.13 On 19 July 2011 the Secretary of State for Energy and Climate Change designated the
six National Policy Statements for Energy (NPSs) under the Planning Act 2008.
These NPSs set out national policy against which proposals for major energy schemes
will be assessed and determined by the Infrastructure Planning Commission (IPC) and
its successor bodies.

The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF, Department of Communities and
Local Government March 2012) provides guidance to planning authorities regarding
the protection of heritage assets within the planning process. The NPPF deals with all
types of heritage in a single document. It takes an integrated approach to the historic
environment and 'heritage assets', moving beyond a distinction between buildings,
landscapes and archaeological remains.

1.3.14 The NPSs which are relevant to the application for the cable route and onshore HVDC
converter/HVAC substation are the:

Section 12 of the NPPF, at paragraph 128 notes that in determining applications local
planning authorities should require an applicant to provide a description of the
significance of the heritage assets affected and the contribution of their setting to that
significance. The level of detail should be proportionate to the importance of the
heritage asset and no more than is sufficient to understand the potential impact of the
proposal on the significance of the heritage asset.



Overarching National Policy Statement for Energy (NPS EN-1); and



Electricity Networks Infrastructure (NPS EN-5).

1.3.15 NPS EN-1 responds to the guidance provided in the NPPF in that it requires
applicants to describe the significance of heritage assets affected by a proposed
development and the contribution of their setting to that significance (NPS EN-1,
5.8.8). The applicant also has to ensure that the extent of the impact of the proposed
development on the significance of any heritage assets affected can be adequately
understood from the application documents.

A heritage asset is defined in Annex 2 of the NPPF at page 52 as a building,
monument, site, place, area or landscape positively identified as having a degree of
significance meriting consideration in planning decisions because of its heritage
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1.3.16 NPS EN-1 advises that harmful impacts on the significance of heritage assets should
be weighed against the public benefit of the proposed development, also that where a
development may affect the setting of a heritage asset the IPC and its successor
bodies should treat more favourably applications that preserve those elements of the
setting that make a positive contribution to the significance of the asset.

approached the old sea defences on the south-west side of the airfield. This local
harbour remained in use until the Louth Navigation, which reaches the sea at Tetney
Haven to the north, was developed in the late eighteenth century.
1.4.5

From the airfield to the point where it crosses the road leading north from North Cotes
village, over 2 km to the west, the cable route passes across a series of large flattopped mounds. These mounds – ‘salterns’ comprising waste material from the
flourishing late medieval salt industry in the area – are particularly dense to the north
of Grange Farm near North Cotes. Their age is indicated by the fact that a number
have traces of ridge and furrow cultivation on top of them. They are concentrated in
this area because it was formerly salt-marsh, lying to the east of the medieval sea
defences upon which North Cotes was built. The line of the pre-medieval shoreline is
not known and probably shifted over time. It is clear, though, that the boundary
between the Outmarsh and the Middle Marsh – ‘dry land’ – lay along a line c.500 m
east of Humberston Road, the approximate line of the 5 m contour. The clear change
in the character of the landscape at this point can be seen by the fact that aerial
photographic evidence for ridge and furrow – so commonplace further west – ceases
abruptly at this line.

1.4.6

From Humberston Road, the cable route runs across rolling arable fields at an
elevation of 10-15 m aOD, passing south of Holton le Clay. Here and westwards into
North East Lincolnshire, the route runs along the north side of Waithe Lane at c.10 m
aOD. It then runs north of Brigsley and around the south-western side of Waltham, to
cross Team Gate Drain on the west side of the village. After running westwards away
from Waltham across fields sloping down towards Team Gate Drain, the route heads
north and crosses a small stream, and then across an area of higher ground to the
east of Laceby village, before crossing Laceby Beck itself, one of the more important
watercourses in the area. To the north of Aylesby, the cable route reaches the
relatively high elevation of c.25 m aOD, before crossing briefly into Riby Parish, which
falls within the district of West Lindsey. Further west again, the route crosses North
Beck Drain in Stallingborough Parish, before crossing the Manchester, Sheffield and
Lincoln Railway south of Immingham and north of Foxton (DMV). The route then
crosses the A180 in a slight depression below 10 m aOD and to the east of Habrough
village before reaching South Killingholme Drain that marks the boundary between
North East Lincolnshire and North Lincolnshire.

1.4.7

In North Lincolnshire, the route runs across a series of fields either side of Habrough
Road overlooking South Killingholme Drain to the south before crossing the A160
road. After continuing a short distance to the north, it runs east, crossing between the
historic villages of South and North Killingholme, before turning north again to cross
the Humber Commercial Railway. The route then runs parallel to the western side of
the Lindsey Oil Refinery, before running around its north-western corner to reach the
HVDC converter/HVAC substation site immediately west of the Killingholme Power
Station (owned by Centrica).

1.3.17 NPS EN-5 does not provide specific guidance on potential impacts on the historic
environment resulting from the development of electricity network infrastructure.

Topography
1.4.1

The proposed onshore cable route for Project One runs across undulating lowland
terrain on the north-eastern fringe of Lincolnshire. It falls entirely within the
Lincolnshire Marshes, an area that was the subject of extended archaeological and
palaeoenvironmental study in 1999-2000 as part of the Humber Wetlands Survey
commissioned by English Heritage (Ellis et al. 2001; Van der Noort 2004). The
onshore cable route from the proposed HVDC converter/HVAC substation site at
Killingholme, in the west, to Tetney in the east, lies on what is known as the Middle
Marsh: terrain lying largely below 25 m and above 10 m above Ordnance Datum
(aOD), sloping gradually eastwards from the Lincolnshire Wolds in the west towards
the flat ‘Outmarsh’ across which the eastern portion of the cable route runs to the
landfall near Horseshoe Point (Figure 2). In many ways the character of the route in
landscape and geographical terms is best grasped with reference to early large-scale
mapping which shows the key historic settlements and main topographical features of
the area (Figure 7).

1.4.2

The topography of the intertidal area is not stable, as can clearly be seen by
comparing modern OS surveys with recent satellite or aerial photographs. Early
nineteenth century maps show a channel running from ‘North Cotes Haven’ (now the
airfield) directly out to sea. The proposed cable route runs across the line of this
channel as well as a former inner lagoon close to the modern shore: there is
effectively no trace of either of these historic features today. Similarly defensive
trenches dug in the foreshore during the Second World War have completely
disappeared.

1.4.3

LIDAR data of the intertidal zone was consulted in an attempt to identify any trace of
underlying topographic or archaeological features. However, owing to the aggrading
sedimentary regime on the coastline, the ground surface across the intertidal zone
was found to be covered in an even covering of sand concealing any trace of historic
features.

1.4.4

The cable route crosses the present sea defences onto North Coates Airfield. While
this is now a civilian facility, until relatively recently it was a military airfield. It lies on
land reclaimed from the sea in the 1850s at the point where North Cotes Haven
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Geology and Geoarchaeology
1.4.8

1.4.9

1.4.11 The cable route will run across these Holocene deposits from the landfall to just north
of Tetney. In the section of the route between North Coates Airfield and Tetney Lock
Road it will run across a number of saltern mounds believed to be of medieval origin.

The underlying geology of the area is Cretaceous chalk that forms the Lincolnshire
Wolds and dips gently eastwards under the later Quaternary drift deposits that
characterise the Lincolnshire Marshes (Figure 8). The lowland topography of the area
was formed in the late glacial period with the movement of ice sheets westwards from
the North Sea and across the future marsh to form the scarp edges of the Lincolnshire
and Yorkshire Wolds. With the warming at the beginning of the Holocene (post-glacial)
period, melting ice sheets deposited the Skipsea glacial till/boulder clay with patches
of sand and gravel that underlies the soils across much of the Middle Marsh to a depth
of c.24 m above the chalk. In the outer marsh this deposit is covered by estuarine and
marine alluvium, representing periods of Holocene sea-level rise, interleaved with
horizons of peat, which resulted from poor drainage during periods of relatively static
sea-level rise.

1.4.12 The soils of both Middle and Outer Marsh are classified as gleys, which are of bluegrey colour as the result of reduction of iron which is the consequence of restricted
drainage. The soils of the outer marsh in Tetney and North Cotes are groundwater
gleys (i.e. wet underneath) as opposed to the surface water gleys of the remainder of
the route.
1.4.13 The lightest soils on the route (and therefore, those most congenial to pre-modern
cultivation) lie in a small area to the east of Laceby around Laceby Beck where the
underlying drift geology has been mapped as sand and gravel (Figure 9).

Detailed study of the geoarchaeology and palaeoenvironment of the Humber
Wetlands, including the Lincolnshire Marshes, has provided a reasonably robust
model of the development of this landscape in the Holocene period. As in much of
England, the regeneration of forests after the glaciation began after 10,000 cal
(calibrated years) BC with willow and pine prevalent, gradually expanding to include
the indigenous trees with which we are more familiar – elm, oak, hazel and, on freer
draining soils, lime. The land bridge with the continent was breached in c.6000 BC,
when sea level in this area was c.17 m below modern levels. Until about 5500 BC the
landscape of what became the ‘marshes’ was dry land: a rolling landscape watered by
streams similar to the landscape of modern Holderness.

1.5.1

This desk-based assessment focuses on a core study area of 250 m either side of the
onshore cable route, while taking into consideration evidence from across the
Lincolnshire Marshes as a whole.

1.5.2

Data were acquired from appropriate sources (as detailed in paragraph 1.2.3 above)
with regard to the following study areas:

1.4.10 From this time, rising sea levels started to impede drainage on the lowland fringe to
the east of the Lincolnshire Wolds leading to the development of waterlogged
sediments that cover and obscure the Early Holocene land surface to a depth of over
6 m in places. The sedimentary sequence can be summarised as follows, starting with
the oldest sediments:




The Lower Peat, dated to around 5500 cal BC, which represents the waterlogging
of plants and trees by freshwater as the result of impeded drainage resulting from
sea-level rise;

1.5.3

A marine clay characterised by the presence of salt-marsh grass (Triglochin
maritum) marking a sea level rise and marine transgression (dateable to the
Middle Neolithic);



A freshwater marsh clay indicating a marine regression in the Later
Neolithic/Early Bronze Age;



An Upper Peat (c.1700 BC) indicating fen carr conditions; and



Finally tidal silts, divided into a lower Iron Age phase and an upper Late Roman
and early medieval phase (ending with the construction of the sea banks) (Ellis et
al. 2001, 243-244; Van der Noort 2004, 22-24).



Buried archaeology – 1 km from the centre of the cable route at the time of the
request for data (i.e. a 2 km wide corridor) and a circle of 2 km centred on a
number of substation option locations in North Killingholme;



Designated heritage assets of the highest significance (e.g. Scheduled
Monuments, Grade I and II* listed buildings) – 1 km from the centre of the cable
route (i.e. a 2 km wide corridor) and a circle of 5 km centred on a number of
substation option locations at North Killingholme; and



Other designated heritage assets (e.g. Grade II listed buildings, Conservation
Areas) – 1 km from the centre of the cable route (i.e. a 2 km wide corridor) and a
circle of 3 km centred on a number of substation option locations at North
Killingholme.

Identified historic environment sites/features are shown on Figures 2-6.
information on these is provided in the gazetteer presented as APPENDIX A.

Further

Designated Heritage Assets
1.5.4

6

No designated heritage assets would be physically impacted by any part of the
proposed works required for the scheme. Effects on designated assets would be
represented by loss of significance as a result of change within the setting of the
asset.
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Internationally Designated Sites
1.5.5

1.5.11 There are a number of Grade II listed buildings within 3 km of the proposed onshore
HVDC converter/HVAC substation in North Killingholme, the nearest being c.1.4 km
away in the villages of East Halton and North Killingholme. The only Grade II* Listed
Building within 3 km is the manor house at Manor Farm, North Killingholme.

There are no internationally designated heritage sites (such as World Heritage Sites)
within the study area.
Nationally Designated Sites

Conservation Areas

Scheduled Monuments
1.5.6

1.5.7

1.5.12 The cable route does not run through or close to any Conservation Areas.

Any development physically affecting a Scheduled Monument (SM) requires approval
from English Heritage. There are no SMs on the cable route or within the 250 m study
area buffer.

Previous Work
East Lindsey

There are five SMs within 3 km of the proposed onshore HVDC converter/HVAC
substation whose settings may be affected by the proposals, as follows:


Thornton Abbey: c.2.8 km west of the proposed onshore HVDC converter/HVAC
substation site. A large site containing the remains of an Augustinian Abbey
including exceptionally well-preserved gatehouse and barbican, from which there
are extensive views across the adjacent countryside, and encompassing five
Grade II Listed Buildings. Thornton Abbey is open to the public;



Manor Farm medieval moated site, East Halton: just over 1 km north-west of the
proposed onshore HVDC converter/HVAC substation site at the northern end of
the village of East Halton;



Baysgarth medieval moated site: at the southern end of East Halton Village,
c.800 m west of the proposed onshore HVDC converter/HVAC substation site;
and



North Garth medieval moated site, North Killingholme: c.1.1 km south-west of the
proposed onshore HVDC converter/HVAC substation site in the northern part of
North Killingholme parish, immediately south of Chase Hill Road; and



Manor Farm moated site, North Killingholme: situated a minimum of 1.4 km
south-west of the proposed onshore HVDC converter/HVAC substation site, this
comprises earthwork remains surrounding two listed buildings (one Grade II, one
Grade II*).

1.5.13 Relatively little archaeological work has taken place in this part of the Lincolnshire
Marshes. The only developer-funded work that falls within the proposed cable route
corridor resulted from the construction of the Newton Marsh Sewage Treatment Works
(STW) to the east of Tetney in 1993-1994. At the STW, over a kilometre to the north of
the cable route, excavations uncovered important evidence for Late Bronze Age-Early
Iron Age salt-production (Palmer-Brown 1993). A pipeline connecting these works with
Tetney crossed the line of the cable route to the east of the village. A watching brief of
its construction identified a number of sites along its route.
1.5.14 This work aside, the 1999-2000 English Heritage programme of field walking and
coring in the marshes covered some areas through which the cable route runs. The
Lincolnshire Marshes project focussed on sample areas of 4 km x 5 km including two
– Tetney Lock and Tetney – in East Lindsey in areas through which the cable route
runs. The palaeoenvironmental study including borehole transects across a saltern
mound near Low Farm, north of Tetney Lock, and others across Waithe Beck and Old
Fleet Drain south-west and west of Tetney (Ellis et al. 2001, 41-48). The
archaeological survey involved intensive fieldwalking of the same areas (Ellis et al.
2001, 120-132).
West Lindsey
1.5.15 There has been no significant fieldwork carried out in the area of the short length of
the cable route where it passes through West Lindsey.

Registered Parks and Gardens
1.5.8

North East Lincolnshire

The nearest registered park to the cable route is Brockelsby Park (Grade I – high
importance), which lies a minimum of 2.3 km to the south-west of the route.

1.5.16 Within North East Lincolnshire the only previous developer-funded investigations that
have had a direct impact on the cable route corridor are linear schemes. A watching
brief on the Theddlethorpe to Killingholme gas pipeline was conducted in 1992. This
briefly converges with the cable route to the south-west of Habrough and continues
300-400 m to the west of the cable route corridor up to the boundary with North
Lincolnshire. The proposed Goxhill to Hatton gas pipeline was assessed in 2007 with
geophysics and fieldwalking. Its alignment, approaching from the south-west, runs

Listed Buildings
1.5.9

Grade I and II* buildings are usually of high importance and Grade II buildings are
usually of medium importance.

1.5.10 The cable route does not pass any closer than 200 m to a listed building.
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Mesolithic (c.10000-4000 BC)

along approximately the same line as the proposed cable route from Habrough Road
northwards for some 600 m, before diverging again to the west (Bunn 2008).

1.5.22 During most of this period, with the sea level substantially lower, the future
Lincolnshire Marsh lay well inland (Figure 10). No significant trace of Mesolithic
archaeology has been found within the study corridor. Within the outer marsh, at the
eastern end of the route, this is easily explained by the fact that the later Holocene
alluvium masks the early prehistoric ground surfaces. Survey elsewhere in the
Humber Wetlands has revealed a clear bias in the surviving evidence for Mesolithic
settlement towards locations close to water (Van der Noort 2004, pp.35-40. figure 16).
This being the case it seems likely that Mesolithic material and associated ground
surfaces are to be found buried beneath later alluvium both in the Outmarsh and
beside watercourses running across the Middle Marsh.

North Lincolnshire
1.5.17 As a result of the concentration of docks, heavy industry and power generation around
Killingholme and Immingham, extensive developer-funded archaeological
assessments and fieldwork evaluations/investigations (Figure 16) have been carried
out since the early 1990s in the vicinity of the Lindsey Oil Refinery, notably on its north
and east sides (including various proposals by Able UK including for a Humber Port
facility, a factory proposal by URSA, and the development of the two gas-fired power
stations to the north of the refinery, now owned by E.ON and Centrica; see Cox et al.
2007; Mason and Burrow 2008).

1.5.23 The nearest Mesolithic site to the cable route of any significance is a concentration of
apparently redeposited flintwork located on the foreshore to the west of central
Grimsby (Ellis et al. 2001, 116-120).

1.5.18 The presence of this major energy hub has also resulted in the construction – or
proposals for the construction – of a series of pipelines leading to Killingholme from a
variety of directions. In addition to the pipelines crossing from North East Lincolnshire
already described, the Conoco CHP gas pipeline, built 2001, ran along a similar line to
the proposed cable route from South Killingholme Drain to the A160. Its construction
involved archaeological geophysical survey, trial trenching and a watching brief
(Cottrell and Sutherland 2003; Weston 2001).

Neolithic-Bronze Age (c.4000 BC-800 BC)
1.5.24 A series of flint scatters were identified on the edge of the Middle Marsh south of
Tetney, where Waithe Beck and the Old Fleet Drain run into the Outmarsh (Te23; Ellis
et al. 2001, 121-128). This pattern suggests that the human population of the time
were drawn to these marginal locations where the resources of both marsh and dry
land could be exploited. Further sites can expect to be found in this part of the
landscape. Of particular interest is the Late Bronze Age saltern (Te17) recorded at
Newton Marsh STW, c.1.5 km north of the proposed route (Palmer Brown 1993). This
comprised a large pool in which it is assumed sea water was trapped and then heated
to produce salt. This is significant in a number of ways, indicating that salt production
in the area began early and also that the upper limit of the tidal during the later Bronze
Age was nearby. This is a period that has been associated with marine regression and
the formation of peat deposits in the wider Humber Wetlands area. There are
presumably other sites like it to be found in the area, some of which are probably
buried below later marine alluvium (Ellis et al. 2001, 249).

1.5.19 More recently, a major programme of upgrading the road network involving
connections between the A180 and the A160 on the border of North Lincolnshire and
North East Lincolnshire has included areas that coincide closely with the proposed
cable route and which have required successive phases of archaeological assessment
and evaluation, including extensive aerial photographic survey, geophysical survey
and fieldwalking (Deegan 2008; Harrison and Webb 2011).
1.5.20 The Lincolnshire Marshes survey included a sample survey area at Killingholme that
includes much of the northern portion of the cable route corridor (Ellis et al. 2001, 108112).
Archaeological and Historical Baseline
Palaeolithic (950,000-12,000 BP)

1.5.25 No sites of this date have been recorded within the study corridor in North East
Lincolnshire, although it seems very likely that traces of settlement of this period do
exist close to water sources.

1.5.21 There is almost no evidence for Palaeolithic activity in the area of the proposed cable
route as the result of the dramatic landscape changes in the later Pleistocene and
Early Holocene described above. Glaciation and subsequent sea-level rise would
certainly have destroyed any in situ material in the area of the marshes, with any
remaining artefacts inevitably redeposited. A single example has been recovered from
within the search area: a Palaeolithic flake found during an archaeological evaluation
to the north of the proposed HVDC converter/HVAC substation site (EH12).

1.5.26 In the short (1 km) section of the cable route that passes through the north-western
portion of Riby Parish in West Lindsey, it runs across a shallow valley immediately to
the south-west of Healing Wells, the source of Oldfleet Drain, one of the more
important streams in the Lincolnshire Marsh. Its topographic location so close to a
spring means that the possibility of finding prehistoric or later remains within the cable
route corridor in this area is relatively high.
1.5.27 Fieldwalking during the Humber Wetlands Survey located a series of small scatters of
Neolithic or Bronze Age flintwork. Examples of this come from north of the Lindsey Oil
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North Lincolnshire

Refinery (EH 6), and from the edge of the Middle Marsh in North and South
Killingholme (Ellis et al. 2001, 109). Other stray finds of prehistoric flint were made
during a 2002 evaluation of the CHP pipeline close to South Killingholme Drain, the
stream that divides South Killingholme from Immingham and Habrough to the south
(SK1 and SK8). A rectangular pit containing fire-cracked flint (SK 13) – characteristic
of Bronze Age burnt mound technology – was found beside the same stream very
close to the proposed cable route during a watching brief of the construction of the
CHP gas pipeline in 2003.

1.5.31 The evidence for salt production along the fringe of the Middle Marsh continues into
the Iron Age with evidence for Early Iron Age settlement and salt production from a
site in South Killingholme on the east side of Lindsey Oil Refinery, c.1.5 km to the
east of the cable route (SK 20). This site appears to have been abandoned in the
Middle Iron Age, with renewed settlement activity in the Late Iron Age, comprising a
series of enclosures on higher ground centred around a droveway. Suggestions of
similar later Iron Age pastoral settlement have been found on the sites of extensive
Romano-British settlements at Cote Hill (EH13), beside Skitter Beck, c.4 km north of
the northern terminus of the proposed cable route, and Chase Hill Farm (NK9).
Evaluation at Chase Hill in 2008 to support an application for the Able Humber Ports
Facility identified a series of Iron Age features including a ring-gully, evidence for a
probable round house (SK9; Mason and Burrow 2008, 23).

Iron Age (c.800 BC-AD 43)
East Lindsey
1.5.28 There are few recorded sites of Iron Age date within the study area in East Lindsey,
although activity at the Late Bronze Age saltern at Newton Marsh STW (Te17) may
continue into the Early Iron Age. This is an indication that activity and settlement of
this period is likely to exist in the area, in all likelihood associated with salt production.
It may also be that some of the Romano-British settlements in this area (see
paragraphs 1.5.34–37) may have Iron Age origins. It is difficult to imagine that Tetney,
with its natural advantages of high ground situated beside springs (the ‘blow wells’)
and a tidal stream (Waithe Beck), would have remained unsettled at this time.

1.5.32 Further south, to the west of ‘Killingholme B’ gas-fired power station and north of
Chase Hill Road, previous archaeological surveys have identified a possible ring-ditch
(NK2 - perhaps the remains of an Iron Age round house) and a square enclosure
(NK4) likely to represent Iron Age settlement. A similar enclosure has recently been
identified by geophysical survey directly on the Project One cable route, immediately
to the west of East Halton Road (SK4). Recent analysis of aerial photographs has
identified a series of rectangular cropmark enclosures, c.45-80 m across, that probably
represent Iron Age/Roman farmsteads, either side of South Killingholme Drain (SK7,
SK9, SK12, SK14-15; Ha 6, Ha 7). One of these enclosures (SK12) lies on the west
side of Habrough Road, west of the proposed cable route corridor.

North East Lincolnshire
1.5.29 The North East Lincolnshire HER does not record any settlements of Iron Age (or
Roman) date within the c.23 km of the cable route study area that falls within the
district. However, a number of geophysical and aerial photographic features along the
route within this area could be associated with Iron Age settlement. There are a series
of cropmark enclosures on either side of South Killingholme Drain, including some in
North East Lincolnshire (Ha6 and Ha7). The cable route also crosses an extensive
area of cropmarks suggestive of rural settlement and field boundaries to the south of
Immingham (St4), and two rectangular cropmarks between Laceby and Waltham (La8
and Bd1).

Roman (AD 43-AD 410)
East Lindsey
1.5.33 There is only very limited evidence for Roman activity in the northern part of East
Lindsey, although again this seems more likely to reflect a lack or archaeological
fieldwork than a true absence of Roman activity. The substantial cropmark site that
lies on the cable route to the south of Holton le Clay (HC3) – which following further
geophysical and aerial photographic work is now better understood than previously –
is believed to be at least partly Romano-British in date. Roman pottery has been found
beside St. Peter’s Church in Holton le Clay itself (HC4).

1.5.30 The pattern observed in the better-explored areas of North Lincolnshire suggests that
there is also potential for settlement of this period beside significant watercourses
such as North Beck Drain and Laceby Beck. This is reinforced by the presence of
known sites such as the important Iron Age metal-working site of Weelsby, situated
beside Gooseman’s Drain on the southern fringe of Grimsby, some 4 km north-east of
the cable route as it passes Laceby (Ellis et al. 2001, 73-81). The potential for
settlement of this period to the east of Laceby seems particularly high given the
presence of sand and gravel geology in this area. The presence of a dense area of
cropmarks just west of the cable corridor at this point (La5) is therefore not surprising.
It may be that this activity extends onto the cable route where it passes through horse
paddocks to the south of Laceby Beck.

1.5.34 It seems highly probable that the high ground overlooking Waithe Beck to the south
and the marshes to the east would have been very attractive to the Romans with their
known interest in the salt production potential of the area (Thomas and Fletcher 2001).
The salterns to the south-west of the village (Te22) may well have been active at this
period. A further possible site in this area is indicated by cropmarks on and to the
north of the proposed cable route to the west of Humberston Road (Te19; Ellis 2001,
pp.129-130). Similarly, Roman material has been found on a spur of high ground to
the east of the historic core of Tetney (Te 18).
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1.5.35 In addition a spread of third-fourth century AD pottery on a probable saltern mound
immediately east of the Louth Navigation (Te9) provides important evidence that at
least some of the salt production in this area may date to the Roman period. If this is
the case, the intensive Roman production identified at Ingoldmells, further south in the
Lincolnshire Marsh (Ellis et al. 2001, 199-202, 222-230), might suggest that much
more evidence for production from this period may exist in the area.

comprised an enclosed settlement of the first-second century AD with an adjacent
area of unenclosed and less dense activity, as well as a nearby area of third-fourth
century settlement (Cox et al. 2007, 13-14).
1.5.41 Around Chase Hill Farm – now the Killingholme A Power Station to the north of the
refinery complex – a significant concentration of Romano-British archaeology has
been identified through evaluation and excavation in recent years. To the north of
Killingholme A, a ‘ladder settlement’ (a series of adjoined rectangular enclosures with
associated settlement) appears to have been occupied from the first-second century
AD, reaching its zenith in the third century (NK6; Ellis et al. 2001, 81-93; Mason and
Burrow 2008, 23). To the west of the core settlement are features containing evidence
of crop processing indicating a mixed agricultural economy. This area of settlement
appears to peter out to the east of the proposed HVDC converter/HVAC substation, as
indicated by previous geophysical and trial trenching investigations (Stratascan 2004;
Lindsey Archaeological Services 2005). An isolated find of Roman pottery (NK5) was
made c.100 m north-east of the proposed HVDC converter/HVAC substation during
the construction of the Theddlethorpe to Killingholme gas pipeline.

1.5.36 This site is also important in indicating the likely location of the coastline at Tetney in
the later Roman period. It suggests that the salt-marsh, which was presumably much
more extensive before the construction of sea defences in the Middle Ages, probably
extended north and south along either side of Newton Marsh Lane/the A1031. The
true shoreline would therefore have been west of this, perhaps close to the alignment
of Cow Marsh Lane. This shoreline would have been punctuated at Tetney by the
outflow of Waithe Beck, which was presumably a minor estuarine delta of braided
channels commencing to the south of the modern village.
North East Lincolnshire
1.5.37 Given the widespread presence of Roman settlement and activity around the
proposed cable route in North Lincolnshire, the relative dearth of known Roman
material in North East Lincolnshire seems surprising. While this may partly be the
result of a much lower amount of development and therefore of recent archaeological
fieldwork, it is surely also a reflection of the greater resources of the coastal zone. The
site distribution in North Lincolnshire suggests that any settlement is most likely to
occur close to streams. In particular it seems likely that the larger watercourses –
Laceby Beck and North Beck Drain – are likely to have attracted human populations at
this time.

1.5.42 Also in North Killingholme, c.290 m to the west of the corridor, there is a record of
Roman pottery being found in a ditch in an area of cropmark features (NK13) –
enclosures and probable associated settlement - that fall between the medieval
moated sites of North Garth (NK14) and Manor Farm (NK15). This points towards the
possibility that the boulder earth ridge upon which East Halton, and North and South
Killingholme lie, may have been settled in the Roman period as it was in medieval
times.
1.5.43 Traces of Romano-British settlement were also observed to the east of the cable route
in the 1960s during the initial construction of the Lindsey Oil Refinery (NK8). Pottery
indicated that the activity dated to the third-fourth centuries AD. This site lies on the
south side of a drainage feature that can be identified on early maps running
eastwards across the proposed cable corridor from the general direction of Manor
Farm, North Killingholme (visible on the 1856 OS map, Figure 7, as a stream rising
west of ‘Birkinshaw’s Cover’).

1.5.38 The few finds close to the cable route that can be dated to this period are all to be
found towards the west. Close to South Killingholme drain there are cropmark
enclosures on the south side of the stream, as there are to the north (Ha7). Scatters of
later Roman pottery have been found on the fringes of the search corridor in Habrough
(Ha6) and Immingham (Im3). Potentially of greater significance is the discovery of a
late Roman belt buckle (St7) in a field on the north side of North Beck Drain, c.300 m
east of an Iron Age/Roman settlement site identified during the geophysical survey.
The cable route passes through this settlement site (St6).

1.5.44 Further south, Roman pottery has been collected from Site SK4, the former location of
earthworks related to medieval settlement and the postulated site of Holtham moated
site.

1.5.39 Further south, two rectangular cropmark enclosures in Laceby and Bradley parishes
close to the cable route to the south of the A46 could well be Iron Age/Roman
settlement sites (sites La8 and Bd1).

1.5.45 The evidence for Romano-British settlement is particularly widespread around South
Killingholme Drain, the stream that forms the southern boundary of the parish,
separating it from Habrough and, to the east, Immingham. Owing in particular to
recent work associated with the upgrading of the A160-A180, we now know of a series
of apparently Iron Age/Romano-British enclosures scattered along the stream. The
contemporary context of these settlements – and those associated with Skitter Beck to
the north - is probably best understood with reference to the Roman settlement at
Kirmington, c.6 km to the south west of the cable route. This is the nearest known

North Lincolnshire
1.5.40 There is extensive evidence for Roman settlement on the edge of the Middle Marsh
both north and south of Skitter Beck at Cote Hill (EH13), c.4 km north of the northern
terminus of the proposed cable route. The settlement to the south of the stream

10

sdf
substantial settlement of the period that was connected to the national transport
infrastructure. It lies in a gap in the Lincolnshire Wolds that has been used at all
periods to access the Humber coast from the interior. Both Skitter Beck and South
Killingholme Drain provide natural transport corridors to the sea for those coming from
Kirmington and it is therefore perhaps to be expected that they should see particularly
high levels of settlement and economic development.

1.5.50 After a number of decades of Viking raids in the mid-ninth century, Lincolnshire was
conquered by the Danes in 874 after the battle of Repton. Although it was won back
by the English in the mid-tenth century, Danish influence in the area remained strong.
There was a further brief period of Scandinavian rule in 1013 when King Svein of
Denmark took the throne of Northumbria, only for it to return to the English after his
death the following year.

1.5.46 At the junction of the A160 and A180, at Brocklesby Roundabout (SK18), c.1.5 km
west of the cable route, aerial photographs, geophysical survey and fieldwalking have
revealed a substantial area of settlement defined by parallel north-west to south-east
aligned boundaries with internal divisions, typical of the ‘ladder settlements’ of the area
(Deegan 2008, site 22; Harrison and Webb 2011). To the east of this site some five
separate rectangular enclosures have been recorded on the north side of the stream
(SK9, SK14, SK15 and SK19), including one (SK 12) immediately west of Habrough
Road just north of the stream/parish boundary. These features underlie the ridge and
furrow and in one case (SK 15) contain traces of what may be a internal hut circle.
There are two north-south aligned linear features (SK 10 and SK 16 - possible
ditches), on a different alignment to the medieval landscape, that may be associated
with these enclosures.

1.5.51 It is believed that origins of many of the villages and their associated parishes in North
Lincolnshire have their origins in the period of Danish rule. Place-names of the inland
parishes close to the cable route, notably those with the ‘–by’ suffix, indicate their
origins at this period (e.g. Grimsby, Barnoldby, Laceby, Riby and Keelby).
East Lindsey
1.5.52 There is clear evidence to indicate that the villages of Holton le Clay and Tetney, if not
North Cotes, are settlements that can trace their roots back to at least the
Danish/Anglo-Saxon period. Middle Saxon pottery and Late Saxon graves have been
found during excavations close to the Church of St Peter in Holton le Clay which also
contains elements of tenth century sculpture (HC4). On the basis of place-name
evidence it has been suggested that the origins of the village may lie in the seventh
century (Ellis et al. 2001, 66). The Church of St Martin at Waithe, less than a kilometre
south of the route, contains tenth century elements.

1.5.47 In 1993 a hoard of Roman coins (SK 6) was discovered, when a plough struck the
vessel containing it, some 270 m west of the cable route. There were in all around
4250 coins recovered from the site, many of which dated from the reign of
Constantine. A deposition date of c.AD 334 seems probable.

1.5.53 Early and Late Saxon pottery has been found on the same marsh-edge spur in the
centre of Tetney from where Roman material has been collected (Te18). A hoard of
400 Late Saxon silver coins, deposited in c. 963, was recovered to the west of the
village in 1945 (Te20). The Church of St Peter and St Paul (Te21) has pre-Norman
origins and is said to have been burnt down during a ninth century Viking raid.

1.5.48 Further east, c.1.4 km from the proposed cable route, geophysical survey, fieldwalking
and metal detecting has identified extensive evidence of Romano-British settlement
near East End Farm (SK17). This again has many of the features of a ‘ladder
settlement’, with a single north-south aligned trackway forming a spine for a series of
perpendicular enclosures, bounded on the west side by what appears to be a triple
ditch. There are also indications of masonry buildings. These features suggest a rather
more formal and substantial settlement than many of the others in the area, possibly
indicating either a military or civil function. Metal and pottery finds suggest occupation
in the third-fourth centuries AD.

1.5.54 This provides clear evidence of settlement – and possibly some degree of prosperity on the marsh edge in the early medieval period. It seems very likely that this can be
associated with salt production. The excavation of a tenth century saltern at
Marshchapel, 2.5 km south of the cable route, further adds to this picture (Ellis et al.
2001, 137-158). In this context it should be borne in mind that the Domesday Book
(AD 1086) records the existence of salterns at Holton le Clay and Tetney at the time of
the Norman Conquest. The origins of North Cotes, with its location on the medieval
sea defences in the Outmarsh, seem to post-date this period.

Early Medieval (c.410-1066)
1.5.49 There was a very marked drop in settlement density in Lincolnshire from the beginning
of the fifth century onwards, marking the collapse of the Roman administration in the
region. There is evidence for widespread immigration of Germanic settlers from the
late fourth century onwards. By the later sixth century there are increasing numbers of
small Early Saxon cemeteries in the region characterised by inhumations with burial
goods (Ellis et al. 2001, 66). By the middle of the seventh century northern
Lincolnshire was governed as the single kingdom of Lindsey (the origin of the modern
administrative district). However by the end of the century it had been subsumed
within the larger Anglo-Saxon Kingdom of Mercia (Vince, 2001).

1.5.55 This evidence points towards the possibility of the remains of Saxon salterns existing
along the marsh edge where it is crossed by the cable route immediately to the east of
Tetney, either side of Tetney Lock Road.
North East Lincolnshire
1.5.56 The few archaeological traces of Anglo-Saxon and Danish settlement in the vicinity of
the cable route corridor in North East Lincolnshire are focussed in the surrounding
historic villages. There is, for example, a significant group of material c.1.5 km-2.5 km
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south-west of the cable route at Riby (which falls within West Lindsey), where Middle
Saxon pottery has been found, and on the south-western edge of Laceby where there
is an Early Saxon cemetery. There is, though, no trace of activity of this period within
the cable route corridor itself.
North Lincolnshire



Humberston Abbey, a Tironian monastery at Humberston, c.2 km north of the
cable route at Tetney (SM ref.34712).

1.5.63 All of these institutions owned land on both the Wolds and marsh, providing them with
grazing all year round as well as a variety of other important resources.

1.5.58 Relatively little material of Saxon date has been found in the parishes through which
the cable route runs, although scattered fifth century material has been found at East
Halton and Chase Hill Farm (Cox et al 2007, 15). A group of Saxon pottery sherds
(NK9) was collected from a field on the south side of the village of North Killingholme,
c.170 m west of the cable route, suggesting that there was Early and Middle Saxon
settlement on the Killingholme ridge.

East Lindsey
1.5.64 As previously discussed, (see paragraph 1.5.52) the villages of Holton le Clay and
Tetney have early medieval origins, in the latter case at least reflecting the enduring
importance of the area for salt production. The aerial photographic survey shows that
the cable route runs across almost continuous ridge and furrow cultivation to the south
of Holton le Clay and north of Tetney, clearly traces of medieval open fields associated
with these settlements. To the north of Tetney the route runs immediately south of
Tetney Grange (Te3), where the aerial photographs indicate extended medieval
activity. The ridge and furrow continues eastwards before it ceases almost entirely
when it reaches a drain that runs along an irregular north-south aligned course c.500
m east of Humberston Road (Te31). This appears to mark the effective edge of the
marsh at Tetney at the beginning of the medieval period. There is no evidence to
indicate that there was ever a sea bank along this line.

Medieval (1066-1500)
1.5.59 As in all parts of England, the Domesday Book (AD 1086) provides the point of
departure for understanding the medieval landscape of this area. All of the modern
parishes through which the cable route runs are listed in the Domesday Book, with
one notable exception. This is North Cotes, which only came into existence as a
permanent settlement in the early Middle Ages as sea defences were constructed to
the south of Grimsby.
1.5.60 The medieval system of administration in Lincolnshire developed in the late Saxon
period. The county was divided into three regions of which Lindsey – administered
from Lincoln - was the largest. As a result it was divided into three ridings which were
further subdivided into ‘wapentakes’. The cable route is within the North Riding. Its
western portion falls within Yarborough ’wapentake’, while its central and eastern
sections fall into the former ’wapentakes’ of Bradley and Haverstoe.

1.5.65 Much work has been done on the chronology and relationships between salterns,
seabanks, causeways, settlements and havens in the Tetney and North Cotes
marshes over recent decades (Owen 1975, 1984; Grady 1998). This has concluded
the following essential points:

1.5.61 A key aspect of the medieval landscape was the series of important and powerful
monastic houses in the area that owned much of the land and were a key economic as
well as spiritual influence. In the general vicinity of the cable route the most important
houses were:



Nun Cotham, a Cistercian convent founded in the mid-twelfth century to the northwest of Keelby (SM ref.22602), c.2 km south of the cable route; and

1.5.62 In addition, there was a significant group of religious houses in Grimsby: the
Augustinian Abbey of Wellow, an Augustinian nunnery, two friaries, and a hospital for
lepers (Ellis et al. 2001, 67-72; Bennett and Bennett 2001, 48-49).

1.5.57 The mixed character of the area in the early medieval period is reflected in placenames such as Killingholme, which combines an English proper name (Cynwulfyngas)
with the Danish word ‘holm’, meaning elevated ground in a swamp.





Thornton Abbey, a major Augustinian foundation established in 1139 lying on the
west side of the Skitter Beck to the west of East Halton (TC1; SM ref.13377). It
owned East Halton as well as much land in other nearby parishes including
Killingholme (Ellis et al. 2001, 72);
Newsham or Newhouse, a Premonstratensian monastery established in 1147
immediately west of Habrough village (the site is now in Brocklesby Park), it was
also endowed with substantial estates in Killingholme;
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There was a flourishing salt production industry on the coast of the Lincolnshire
Marshes at the time of the Norman conquest (e.g. the tenth century saltern
excavated at Marshchapel: Ellis et al. 2001, 137-159);



Salterns (of all periods) were established at the top of the intertidal zone, normally
in salt-marsh;



They were a seasonal phenomenon - operational in spring and summer, at the
same time as livestock were grazing the marshland;



There were probably no significant sea defences established before 1066;



A significant side-effect of medieval salt production in the area was the creation of
very large mounds of waste sand/silt that effectively reclaimed coastal land as
permanent pasture;
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That sea defences incorporating or built to the seaward of salterns indicate that
the saltern had ceased to function (i.e. salterns needed direct access to the sea
to function); and

major drainage alignment and then along Newton Marsh Lane. There is no evidence
concerning its date but it is unlikely to be later than twelfth century given later
developments.



Finally, given the above, that the salt mounds closest to the coast are generally
more recent than those further inland.

1.5.70 A second (possibly thirteenth century) line of sea defences (Te24) has been identified
diverging eastwards from the southern end of Newton Marsh Lane. A cropmark
extending the line of this feature to the south coincides with an alignment shown on
the enclosure maps of the area, connecting the lane to the north with the line of North
Cotes Road, which in turn continues the line of the A1031 to the south towards
Marshchapel. The many saltern mounds to the east of this line are likely, therefore, to
date between the mid-thirteenth century and c.1650 when the industry in the area
ceased to function.

1.5.66 The very large saltern mounds so visible on aerial photographs and maps to the east
of Tetney Lock are all likely to be medieval as their form reflects the ‘sand-washing’
technique characteristic of the period. Wet sand was collected from the intertidal zone
and brine was filtered from it using turf-lined settling tanks before being heated to
produce salt. The value of this technique – which required high levels of labour – was
that it required far less heating and therefore less fuel than simply boiling down sea
water. This was the traditional technique used in the prehistoric and Roman periods
and seems still to have been in use in the tenth century as the excavations at
Marshchapel have shown. The economic use of fuel was particularly important in the
Lincolnshire Marshes because it had to be imported by sea. This ultimately led to the
demise of the industry in the sixteenth/seventeenth century because salt production in
Newcastle and Scotland was fuelled by cheap local coal (Grady 1998).

1.5.71 The implication of this is that the landfall of Tetney Haven into which Waithe Beck
drained before the construction of the Louth Navigation in the late eighteenth century,
is likely to have been in the vicinity of the cable route to the south of Tetney Lock. It is
therefore likely that the earthworks at Te11 relate to the medieval Tetney Haven. This
would have been a crucial part of the infrastructure supporting the operation of the
salterns given the lack of locally available fuel for boiling the brine. A constant supply
of peat from the Fens and the Humberhead Levels would have been unloaded at the
quays of the havens in order to keep the salterns supplied.

1.5.67 The date of the first sea defences in this part of the Lincolnshire marshes has yet to be
definitively established – they are not mentioned before the late twelfth century.
Topographic analysis suggests that the shoreline – the upper tidal limit – probably lay
approximately along the drainage ditch that marks the eastern limit of medieval ridge
and furrow (Te31).

1.5.72 Similarly, North Cotes Haven was a significant port in the medieval period,
documented as supplying ships to the impressed fleets of Edward III in the fourteenth
century during the Hundred Years War (Pawley 2001). It lay at the mouth of Old Fleet
Drain, which, like Tetney Haven, presumably moved eastwards as the sea defences
did the same. In the early medieval period, therefore, ships are likely to have docked a
relatively short distance to the east of North Cotes village.

1.5.68 The earliest traces of salt production in the area – Bronze Age at the Newton Marsh
STW (Te17) and possible Roman production indicated by the discovery of Roman
pottery to the east of the Louth Navigation (Te9) - both lie c.1 km east of this line. The
tenth century saltern at Marshchapel lies some 700 m west of the coast road (A1031)
that is generally thought to represent an early twelfth century sea defence. This all
suggests that the zone of salt-marsh and salt production in the early medieval period
is likely to lie well to the west of Tetney Lock and east of Te31. The cropmarks (Te6)
identified to the south of Tetney Lock Road, where the cable route turns to the north,
could represent the remains of salt production at this date. The apparently medieval
saltern mounds to the north of Waithe Beck west of Tetney (Te22) demonstrate how
far the tidal range at Tetney Haven extended before the first sea defences were
erected. It follows that there is potential for buried remains of early salterns in areas
adjacent to Waithe Beck east of this point, including the proposed stretch of cable
route south of Tetney Lock Road.

West Lindsey
1.5.73 The cable route then runs a short distance to the south-west of Wells Farm, which, as
the name and topography suggests, is the site of one or more well/spring.
North East Lincolnshire
1.5.74 In its route through North East Lincolnshire, the cable route avoids centres of
population which, in this area, remain broadly as they were in the medieval period. It
therefore runs across what were largely open fields, as is reflected by the wide
swathes of ridge and furrow recorded along its length by the aerial photographic
survey. The parishes of this area of ‘middle marsh’ are quite distinct from the coastline
parishes of North Lincolnshire and East Lindsey, tending to be focussed around
villages situated in or beside the becks that drain towards the sea. In the medieval
period their economies would largely have been dependent on arable and, in the later
medieval period, pastoral farming.

1.5.69 Three potential successive lines of medieval sea defences have been identified in the
Tetney/North Cotes area (Figure 2; as discussed in Grady 1998, 88). The first (Te23)
runs westwards from North Cotes to a probable former saltern (which therefore
predates the bank) east of the Louth Navigation, opposite ‘New Delights’, where it can
be seen continuing to the west. From here it seems most likely that it ran north along a
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1.5.75 In the eastern part of the district, the route traverses areas of ploughed out ridge and
furrow except where it crosses Team Gate Drain, which was formerly an area of
pasture. To the north-east of Laceby, the route crosses Laceby Beck, which is
relatively deeply incised into the largely rolling landscape of the area at this point. A
series of fields have remained under pasture here, enabling earthwork remains of
medieval cultivation (La1) to survive better than on any other part of the cable route.

passing to the east of the sites of three possible windmills (SK11, SK5 and SK3) , but
through an undated linear cropmark, east of Habrough Road (SK10). The suspected
windmill mound at SK3 lies a short distance to the west of the north-south aligned
boulder clay ridge upon which the historic villages of South Killingholme, North
Killingholme and East Halton all stand. After rejoining the Project One cable route, the
Project Two cable route crosses this line through a field documented as ‘Blow Field’.
This appears to have contained two medieval moated complexes, one to the north
(SK2), and one to the south (SK21), the latter now covered by residential housing to
the north of Greengate Lane. The Community Centre stands on the former site of
‘Moat House’ (demolished in the 1950s) that fell within the north-eastern part of this
southerly enclosure. Both the Project One and Project Two cable routes pass directly
through the northern site, its moat clearly shown on OS maps on the western,
southern and northern sides of the field until the earthworks were removed in 1970
(Figure 12). Aerial photographs have identified north-south aligned linear features
within this area that are presumably traces of former structures or possibly earthwork
subdivisions of the moated platform.

1.5.76 After crossing North Beck Drain into Stallingborough Parish, the route passes
immediately south of Stallingborough Grange (St5), the name of which suggests a
possible association with medieval monastic farming. West of Keelby Road, medieval
and post-medieval pottery was found in association with traces of a former cobbled
track (St1).
1.5.77 At the point where the route runs along the north side of the East Lincolnshire Railway
it runs close to Roxton DMV (Im2), which lies to the south of the railway line at this
point. This settlement was not listed in the Domesday Book, but is mentioned in official
documentation of the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries. Pottery collected from the
site dates from the Late Saxon period through to the eighteenth century.

1.5.81 After crossing Blow Field, the route turns north into North Killingholme Parish in order
to cross the Immingham Railway. Immediately to the west of the route at this point is a
field containing Westfield and extensive earthworks, now ploughed out, that have been
identified with Holtham DMV, a documented medieval settlement (NK12). Surface
finds previously recovered from this area include Romano-British greywares as well as
medieval shelly, gritty and glazed pottery, including Yorkshire wares, and a pair of
medieval iron shears. It is noteworthy that the parish boundary diverts around this
field, indicating that it was already a property of significance at the time the parish
boundaries were established. This can frequently be dated back into the late Saxon
period, suggesting that occupation of this plot goes back at least 1000 years. This
area (NK12) is crossed by the cable route.

1.5.78 Where the route crosses Immingham Road to the east of Habrough, it runs across
some small enclosures on the north side of the road shown on early mapping (Ha4).
These may represent small medieval residential plots, probably abandoned as a result
of the widespread population decline in the later Middle Ages.
North Lincolnshire
1.5.79 Medieval settlement in this area is strongly focussed on the north-south aligned ridge
between Skitter Beck and the coast on which stand the medieval villages of East
Halton, North and South Killingholme. Mapping of the main medieval elements of
these parishes shows a highly regular layout (Figure 11). The villages with their
associated enclosures ran down the spine of the ridge, still a clear feature in the
historic landscape marked by the historic cores of the villages with a series of
associated moated sites (four of which are Scheduled Monuments - SMs), and the
medieval churches of St Peter (East Halton) and St Denys (North Killingholme). In the
Middle Ages this line of settlement was more or less continuous. To the west and east
of the villages were open fields, extending across the higher ground that was suitable
for ridge and furrow cultivation. Along the western fringe of the parishes, beside Skitter
Beck, was a series of carrs – wetlands used for pasture in the Middle Ages – while the
fringing 500-700 m beside the coast was marsh, again rich pastureland for livestock.
The result of this arrangement was that each parish had access to a slice of each
segment of the landscape, and therefore to the resources which each segment
provided.

1.5.82 After crossing the railway, aerial photographic and documentary evidence suggests
that the route falls within ridge and furrow cultivation in the medieval ‘East Field’ of
North Killingholme (Figures 6 and 11).
Post-Medieval (c. 1500-present)
1.5.83 The first major change to the landscape in the post-medieval period resulted from the
dissolution of the monasteries, releasing large tracts of land in the Lincolnshire
marshes into the hands of private owners, while the buildings themselves were
demolished or turned into mansions for the wealthy. Thornton Abbey initially became a
school before being acquired by Sir Vincent Skinner in 1602 and then by Lord
Yarborough in 1816. Newsham Abbey became a private residence and was later
incorporated into the landscaped Brockelsby Park owned by Lord Yarborough of the
Pelham family.

1.5.80 North of the South Killingholme Drain, the Project Two cable route diverges from the
Project One route, due to proposed road junction improvements. The cable route runs
across what would have been South Killingholme’s ‘West Field’ in the medieval period,

1.5.84 Probably the greatest change that took place in the landscape of the marshes along
the cable route before the middle of the nineteenth century came as the result of
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enclosure of the open fields. This took place in two distinct phases, the first in the
sixteenth and seventeenth century affected the parishes of the Middle Marsh, leaving
most of the parishes of coastline parishes unaffected. The second came about through
Acts of Parliament in the later eighteenth century and is documented by the enclosure
maps of the period which provide a detailed record of the pre-enclosure landscape, as
well as the changes that occurred. In this region these maps and their associated
awards have been studied and published in great detail by Rex and Eleanor Russell
(Russell, 1972; Russell and Russell, 1982 and 1987).

havens also gradually moved further from their parent settlements. Eighteenth century
mapping reveals that the exaggerated meanders of drainage channels immediately
south of Tetney Lock preserve the outline of an inner lagoon (Te26) that presumably
provided a safe harbour for shipping in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries.
Meanwhile the course of the Old Fleet Drain (Te25) that formerly ran into North Cotes
Haven, after meandering between saltern mounds for 1.5 km east of the old medieval
sea bank, was diverted into a clearly canalised straight channel. This ran northwards
into the new haven created to the west of Horseshoe Point with the construction of the
1658 defences. The point at which this change in alignment occurs presumably
represents the location of the haven mouth immediately prior to the construction of
these defences. Early nineteenth century mapping (Figure 7) shows an ‘occasional
water’ (NC 8) – a linear lagoon running parallel and close to the modern shore – that
was presumably the main anchorage for shipping in the post-medieval period. The
cable route crosses the former alignment of this lagoon in the intertidal zone a short
distance from the modern sea defences.

East Lindsey
1.5.85 As in other periods, the coastal landscape has been the portion of the cable route
most susceptible to change in the post-medieval period. Both Holton le Clay and
Tetney were subject to enclosure acts in the later part of the eighteenth century.
Enclosure aside, there is little to be said about changes to the west of the marsh.
1.5.86 In the Outmarsh, it seems that the sea defences at the end of the medieval period
remained as they had been established in the thirteenth century, running along
Newton Marsh Lane and then connecting to the former sea bank that runs south under
North Cotes Road. The importance of the late medieval and early post-medieval salt
production industry in this area is evident from the very large quantity of saltern
mounds that occur to the east of these defences. A map of Marshchapel (the parish to
south of North Cotes) by Haiwarde dated 1595, gives a clear impression of the
character of the landscape at this time (Figure 13). It suggests that the area to the east
of the medieval sea bank was now comprised of virtually continuous saltern mounds
that gradually became permanent pasture as the sea retreated to the east. In the area
furthest away from the sea defences, the salterns become gradually further apart,
presumably because they were the most recently active sites situated within the saltmarsh at that time.

1.5.89 The greatest single change in the landscape of the marsh came in 1775 with the
completion of the Louth Navigation to Tetney Lock (Te28), and simultaneously the
enclosure and systematic drainage of Tetney and South Cotes. Up to this point the
marshes remained an open landscape of meandering streams, saltern mounds and
salt-marsh, albeit in regular seasonal use as rich summer pasture. After this time, they
acquired something similar to their modern appearance, with large fields separated by
straight, grid-pattern dykes. The creation of large-scale artificial drainage meant, for
the first time, that the Outmarsh was available for year-round agriculture, which
increasingly involved arable cultivation rather than the traditional grazing. It also
disrupted the traditional drainage patterns, meaning that the old havens at the mouth
of streams draining the Wolds were now much reduced. This included North Cotes
Haven, which, with successive reclamations has dwindled into little more than a trickle
that is today a tributary of what remains of Tetney Haven, draining into the sea off
Cleethorpes.

1.5.87 Early mapping and documentary evidence indicates that a further stage of sea
defence construction came in the late sixteenth/early seventeenth century (Rudkin and
Owen 1960). This coincided with the decline of salt production on the coast of the
Lincolnshire Marshes as the result of competition from Newcastle and Scotland where
salt could be produced using cheap, local coal. It was an appropriate moment,
therefore, to consolidate the gains in terms of land reclamation made by the saltern
mounds, leading to the construction of sea banks on the outer edges of the main
production areas in Tetney and North Cotes in 1576 and 1638 respectively (Te26;
NC4). In most cases these defences remained well short of the alignment of the
modern defences, with the single exception of a short section at Horseshoe Point. It is
clear looking at maps of the period that the name Horseshoe Point is a reference to
the horseshoe-shaped salient formed by the sea defences at North Cotes before the
further extension that came in the mid-nineteenth century.

1.5.90 Early nineteenth century mapping shows further reclamation of the marsh around and
to the north of Tetney Lock (Te27). A secondary phase of enclosure at North Cotes in
1858 included the reclamation of a substantial area of salt-marsh to the north-west of
Horseshoe Point, the area that subsequently became North Coates Airfield.
1.5.91 The origins of the airfield lie in 1914 when it was an army camp. Air Force planes, on
patrol for Zeppelins, started to refuel at North Coates. In 1918 it opened as one of 14
Royal Flying Corps airfields in England. After closing down in 1919, the airfield
reopened in 1927 to provide training, particularly on the nearby ranges of Donna Nook
and Theddlethorpe Range. Throughout most of the Second World War, North Coates
was an important base for attacking enemy shipping. Aerial photographs from this
period show extensive infrastructure that has subsequently been removed (Figure 14).
This includes a network of secondary runways and dispersal bays for attack aircraft,
as well as many temporary buildings, including some standing on or close to the

1.5.88 As in earlier periods, the gradual eastward creep of the coastline, accelerated by salt
production and consolidated by the construction of sea defences, meant that the
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proposed cable route. It continued to be used as an RAF base until 1990, and
accommodated Bloodhound surface-to-air missiles.

Killingholme, was instrumental in the industrialisation of the area. Early twentieth
century maps also show the development of Darrington Quarry to the south of the
railway.

1.5.92 In other parts of the marshes there is evidence for the former presence of anti-glider
ditches from the Second World War (e.g. Te7; Te15). The route also passes through
the possible remains of a Second World War searchlight battery (Te12).

1.5.100 Another important element of the area’s heritage is its wartime heritage with
Napoleonic, First World War and Second World War batteries being constructed on
the southern shore of the Humber (Ellis et al. 2001, 93-94). These were partly built to
protect the strategically vital naval oil fuel depot on the coast at Killingholme Haven,
constructed at the beginning of the First World War (although not marked on OS maps
until the 1960s). The first bombing mission of the D-Day landings in 1944 took off from
the Second World War airfield at North Killingholme, c.1 km west of the cable route.

North East Lincolnshire
1.5.93 As already mentioned, the parishes of the Middle Marsh were, in most cases,
enclosed largely in the early post-medieval period without an Act of Parliament. Along
the cable route within this area only Waltham and Habrough remained unenclosed
until the end of the eighteenth century. A short distance to the south of South
Killingholme Drain, the route passes immediately south-west of Glebe Farm (Ha3),
which was built following enclosure in 1813.

1.5.101 The large-scale industrial development of the area gathered pace in the 1970s with
construction of the Lindsey (north of the railway in North Killingholme) and Humber
(South Killingholme) oil refineries. That was followed in the early 1990s by the
construction of gas-fired power stations ‘Killingholme A’ (Centrica) and ‘Killingholme B’
(E.ON) to the north of the Lindsey Oil Refinery.

1.5.94 A major change in the landscape came in 1848 with the construction of the
Manchester, Sheffield and Lincolnshire Railway between Grimsby and Louth (Ha2).
The cable route runs along the north side of this line – still in use – as it passes
through the parish of Immingham.

1.6.1

1.5.95 Traces of Second World War defences occur throughout the area, including the sites
of former anti-aircraft batteries south of Immingham Grange (Im4) and south-east of
Keelby Road (St2). Immediately to the west of the boundary with East Lindsey, the
cable route runs along the southern fringe of the airfield at Waltham, used as a heavy
bomber base during the Second World War.
1.5.96 In broad terms, the layout of the landscape in this area has changed remarkably little
over the past 200 years. Perhaps the biggest change has come with the
mechanisation of farming leading to the gradual erosion of field boundaries.
North Lincolnshire

The Lincolnshire Historic Characterisation Project commenced in 2008 and was
completed in September 2011. It uses GIS mapping to ‘categorise and characterise
the landscape of the county over time’ (Lord and Mackintosh 2011, 4). The process
involved the definition of landscape types which were used to categorise all portions of
the landscape. These were then grouped into ‘character zones’ of coherent landscape
blocks which were, in turn, grouped into larger ‘character areas’, the largest landscape
components of the study. Examples of character areas include the Wolds, the Fens
and the Northern Marshes, within which the greater part of the Hornsea cable route
falls (see APPENDIX B). The results of this process in the areas affected by the cable
route are summarised below.
The Grazing Marshes Character Area

1.5.97 The parishes through which the cable route runs in this area remained unenclosed
until the turn of the eighteenth century (Russell and Russell 1987, 80-156). The route
therefore runs across what would have remained largely open fields until this time.
The changes wrought by the enclosure commissioners produced a transformed
landscape of long straight roads dividing the fields of North and South Killingholme
with the grid-style layout that still characterises the landscape to this day. The
Yarborough Estate was a major beneficiary of the division of the land at this time.

1.6.2

This area covers the Lincolnshire Marshes running south from Humberston as far as
Skegness. The cable route will only intrude into its northern portion, where it runs from
the landfall at Horseshoe Point to Tetney.
The Salterns Character Zone

1.6.3

1.5.98 The move towards ever greater enclosure, and the decline of both salt production and
fishing led to considerable depopulation up until the nineteenth century, contributing to
the ongoing shrinkage of the historic villages, as witnessed by the abandonment of the
settlement at ‘Holtham’ and Blow Field.
1.5.99 The construction of the docks at Immingham in the early twentieth century, including
the Humber Commercial Railway (1910) that cuts across the southern part of North
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The key feature in the historic landscape of this area is the line of historic settlement
marked by the A1031 road that runs south from North Cotes. This marks the line of the
medieval sea defences, with the area to the east being characterised by extensive
medieval saltern mounds. The modern landscape is defined primarily by ‘modern
fields’, although traces of the former salterns are evident both as low mounds and
frequently in sinuous field boundaries reflecting the former meandering course of
drainage ditches around the mounds.
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1.6.4

residence’. This does not take account of the extensive survival of ridge and furrow in
fields to the north of Chase Hill Road and west of Killingholme A and B power stations.

The cable route runs almost entirely through areas defined in the Historic Landscape
Character (HLC) project ‘as modern fields’ (although the situation is considerably more
complex than this, as discussed above). The main exceptions are where it runs
through North Cotes airfield (‘modern airfield’) and the eastern edge of the former
Bloodhound missile base (‘missile base’).

1.7.1

The proposed cable route and onshore HVDC converter/HVAC substation will not
physically affect any designated heritage assets. The proposed HVDC
converter/HVAC substation site is located c.750 m north-east of the scheduled
Baysgarth moated site.

1.7.2

On the basis of available documentary, cartographic and other desk-based sources, it
is clear that the onshore infrastructure associated with the proposed Hornsea Project
Two is likely to affect a number of known sites of archaeological sensitivity as well as
running through an area where such sites are likely to occur. These are listed below.

The Northern Marshes Character Area
1.6.5

All but the eastern end of the cable route, where it runs across the historic marsh to
the east of Tetney, falls within this character area (see APPENDIX B). It extends
across much of the southern bank of the Humber, running around the western,
southern and eastern sides of Grimsby. The cable route falls within the Humber Bank
and Grimsby Commuter Belt character zones, skirting around the southern fringe of
the Immingham Coastal Marsh zone, which is dominated by the many industrial
installations (refineries, power stations, docks etc.) on the south side of the Humber.

East Lindsey

Grimsby Commuter Belt Character Zone
1.6.6

1.6.7

Early Prehistoric

This area is defined by the presence of a series of historic villages that have, in recent
years, expanded to accommodate suburban expansion from Grimsby to the point
where, in places, they are coalescing into extended suburban settlements. The
landscape around them is now predominantly ‘modern fields’, although traces of the
former ‘planned parliamentary enclosure’ are still evident in many places. Ancient
enclosures do survive close to historic villages and streams.

1.7.3

There is potential for the preservation of Early and Mid-Holocene land surfaces in this
area, particularly in the Outmarsh to the east of Tetney. Any such sites would be
buried beneath later alluvial sediments. This means that they are both very difficult to
identify in advance and also potentially of considerable significance.

1.7.4

The zone of greatest potential is probably on the edge of the Middle Marsh, either side
of Tetney Lock Road. There is also the potential for buried prehistoric salt workings
between Tetney Lock Road and the Louth Navigation, as indicated by the Bronze Age
saltern found at the Newton Marsh STW to the north.

The cable route passes almost entirely across ‘planned parliamentary enclosure’ and
‘modern fields’ within this character zone. The main exception is an area of ‘ancient
enclosure’ around Bratton House to the south-west of Waltham.

Iron Age
Humber Bank Character Zone
1.7.5
1.6.8

1.6.9

The western part of the cable route from North Beck Drain (in Stallingborough) lies
within the Humber Bank Character Zone (APPENDIX B). This is described as
predominantly rural with extensive evidence of eighteenth and nineteenth century
enclosure in the form of straight roads and hedges. It is characterised by two lines of
historic settlement, the eastern one of which, from Habrough to East Halton, ‘is
notable for the survival of several moated sites and areas of deserted village
earthworks’. In proximity to these settlements in particular, traces of ‘ancient
enclosure’ - characterised by irregular, sinuous boundaries and well-preserved ridge
and furrow – still survive.

The large cropmark site south of Holton le Clay (HC3), across which the cable route
runs, while likely to be predominantly Roman in date, may have its origins in the Iron
Age. The saltern at the Newton Marsh STW produced evidence for use into the Early
Iron Age, indicating that continued salt production in the Iron Age is again likely in the
area east of Tetney. Further evidence for this is most likely to exist on the cable route
from west of Cow Marsh Lane to the Louth Navigation.
Romano-British

The HLC character types along the cable route within this area comprise largely
‘planned parliamentary enclosure’ or ‘modern fields’. The only exception to this is the
point at which the route crosses the line of historic settlement beside South
Killingholme, where site SK2 (‘Blow Field’) is defined as ‘medieval high status
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1.7.6

As mentioned above, there is clear evidence for a substantial Iron Age/Roman
settlement site on the line of the cable route south of Holton le Clay (HC3).

1.7.7

Further east there is evidence of Roman settlement in Tetney village, and one would
expect there to be salt production activity nearby, given its prevalence elsewhere in
the marshes. Some evidence for this has been found in the form of pottery from a
saltern mound beside the Louth Navigation (Te9).
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Early Medieval
1.7.8

1.7.9

West Lindsey

On the basis of findings at Marshchapel, traces of early medieval salt production are
considered most likely to have occurred between Te31, the early medieval shoreline,
and Te23, the line of the first known medieval sea bank. This correlates to those
sections of the cable route running across plots 20-23.

1.7.14 In the section of the cable route to the south of Stallingborough that falls within West
Lindsey it passes close to Healing Wells (ST8) natural mineral springs. Such locations
very often attract early settlement and activity and there must be a possibility that the
same is true in this case.

Medieval

North-East Lincolnshire

Until the first known sea bank was constructed along the line of New Marsh Lane,
perhaps in the later twelfth century, salt production is likely to have continued in the
same zone as described above. The cable route crosses the line of postulated
medieval sea defences at the boundary of plots 20 and 19, and again where it crosses
North Cotes Road to the south of Tetney Lock.

Early Prehistoric
1.7.15 No sites of identified potential from this period lie on the cable route although sites
may occur close to water sources such as North Beck Drain and, in particular, Laceby
Beck.
Iron Age

1.7.10 The area to the east of North Cotes Road lay outside the medieval sea defences and
was the area that was most intensively used for salt production through to the decline
of the industry in the sixteenth century. Aerial photographic survey – as well as
upstanding earthworks – indicates the presence of medieval saltern mounds in all of
the fields through which the cable route passes (plots 8-13) until it reaches North
Coates Airfield (the former site of North Cotes Haven). Aerial photographs indicate
that it passes directly across saltern mounds in plots 10, 11 and 12. The mounds do
not necessarily correlate to production sites, and therefore the areas between the
mounds should be considered to be at least as likely to contain remains of medieval
salt working if not more so.

1.7.16 The only sites close to the cable route in this area that may be Iron Age in date have
been identified from aerial photography and are as follows:

1.7.11 Remains of the medieval harbour at Tetney Haven may survive in the vicinity of the
cable route, notably the area of earthworks west of the Louth Navigation (Te1, Te7,
Te8 and Te11). Similarly remains of the medieval North Cotes Haven may exist along
the course of Old Fleet Drain, where it runs between plots 8 and 9 (NC2).



A rectangular enclosure (Bd1) some 30 m to the east of the proposed cable
corridor approximately halfway between Waltham and Laceby on the north side of
Team Gate Drain;



A rectangular cropmark enclosure (La8) c.120 m south-west of the cable route
where it passes south-east of Laceby. An associated linear feature appears to run
northwards across the cable corridor;



A dense area of cropmarks (La5) on high ground immediately to the east of
Laceby and south of Laceby Beck. This appears to peter out c.120 m west of the
cable corridor;



A group of cropmarks indicative of a field system and possible associated
settlement south of the railway line and west of Stallingborough (St4). These run
across the proposed line of the cable route;



An Iron Age/Roman settlement site identified during the geophysical survey (St6);
and



Two enclosures on the south side of South Killingholme Drain (Ha6 and Ha7)
either side of the cable route are suggestive of Iron Age activity in this zone.

Post-Medieval
1.7.12 The cable route crosses the line of the 1576 sea bank (NC4) c.150 m east of the
boundary between plots 8 and 3a. To the east of this point it passes across what
would have been salt-marsh to the east of North Cotes Haven from this time until the
area was reclaimed in the mid-nineteenth century. Some 300 m east of the modern
sea defences the route crosses what appears to have been a former lagoon
associated with North Cotes Haven (NC8) before turning north to cross the former line
of the main channel a short distance further north.

Romano-British

1.7.13 The cable route runs parallel to, and immediately south-east of, the Second World War
concrete runway of North Coates Airfield (NC2).

1.7.17 The cropmark sites referred to above could all potentially represent Romano-British
settlement as well. A belt buckle (ST7) recovered from the north side of North Beck
Drain, north-east of Keelby, indicates the potential for settlement in this period in this
area.
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Medieval

Medieval

1.7.18 While the route runs across extensive areas of former open field, as indicated by the
aerial photographic records of ridge and furrow, in terms of surviving medieval
archaeology the following are the most significant sites:


In pasture fields either side of Laceby Beck, the cable route will pass across
preserved traces of medieval cultivation including ridge and furrow. This is
relatively unusual in this area as modern farming techniques tend to have
removed any such earthworks across much of the area;



The cable runs c.170 m north of Roxton DMV. There may therefore be outlying
features associated with this settlement along the cable route, including a
possible trackway running northwards from the village indicated by aerial
photographs; and



1.7.21 This is an area of known medieval settlement concentrated along the boulder clay
ridge on which the historic villages of the area lie. It is therefore in this area that the
highest potential lies:


It is quite clear that the cable route crosses a medieval settlement site of some
significance (SK2) as it crosses this ridge between North and South Killingholme.
It appears to be one of a series of adjacent moated sites, the earthwork remains
of which were ploughed out in the 1970s, but substantial buried remains probably
still survive; and



West of SK 2 the route passes close to three possible windmill sites (Sk3, SK5
and SK11) but not close enough to disturb any of them.

1.7.22 The proximity of the proposed onshore HVDC converter/HVAC substation site to a
number of scheduled monuments, in particular Baysgarth moated site, c.800 m to the
west, may have impacts upon their settings.

On the north side of Habrough Road to the east of Habrough village, the route
runs across some early enclosures (Ha4) that may have originated as medieval
house plots.

Post-Medieval

North Lincolnshire
1.7.23 No sites of identified potential from this period lie on the cable route.
Prehistoric
1.7.19 Areas of known prehistoric potential along the cable route in this area are:


In the vicinity of South Killingholme Drain, based upon past observations of
(probably Bronze Age) burnt mound activity and Iron Age/Roman enclosures
nearby;



West of South Killingholme where a known Iron Age/Roman site (SK4) lies close
to the proposed route; and



North of Chase Hill Road, where there have been scattered observations of Iron
Age as well as Roman settlement.

Romano-British
1.7.20 The extensive traces of Roman settlement in this area tend to occur either along the
fringes of the Middle Marsh or beside watercourses. Areas of higher potential along
the cable route are as follows:


South of the A160 road to South Killingholme Drain, given various observations of
cropmark enclosures and Roman artefactual material in this area;



In the vicinity of the medieval earthworks between North and South Killingholme
(NK12) where Roman pottery has previously been collected; and



North of Chase Hill Road.
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HER

= Historic Environment Record

AP

= feature observed on aerial photographs

OS

= features marked on First Edition Ordnance Survey map (1880s)

BA

= Bronze Age

P-MED

= Post-Medieval

MED

= Medieval

ROM

= Roman

RCZA

= Rapid Coastal Zone Assessment (Brigham et al. 2008)

IA

= Iron Age

ROM

= Roman

SAX

= Anglo Saxon

See bibliography for other sources.

Site No

Source

Name

NGR

Period

HC1

HER MLI92998

Holton Lodge Farmhouse, Holton le Clay - a Grade II listed farmhouse dating from c.1800 which was constructed of
red brick and has a pantile roof with brick-coped tumbled gables and kneelers, and two brick gable stacks.

TA2859801371

Late P-Med (c.1800)

HC2

195335/ HER
MLI93228

Pigeoncote at Holton Lodge Farm – listed Grade II. A pigeoncote dating from c.1800 and constructed of
colourwashed red brick. It has a hipped, pantile roof surmounted by a weather vane. It is a single storey building.

TA2863601385

Late P-Med (c.1800)

HC3

HER MLI87945
- AP 10

Prehistoric farmstead south of Holton le Clay - a group of mainly rectangular/rectilinear enclosures and linear
boundaries share common axes and are likely to be part of a single system. The form and the fact that features are
overlain by medieval cultivation suggests the Iron Age/Roman date.

TA2938501769

?IA/Rom

HER MLI412423

Holton le Clay - several sherds of third-fourth century greyware and part of a flue tile suggest Roman occupation of
the glacial moraine on which St Peter's Church lies. Also mainly unstratified Middle Saxon pottery but with three
sherds sealed along with oyster shells and bone by a fragmentary crushed-chalk surface cut by later Saxon graves.
Its surface bears no relation to the church and may indicate domestic activity on the site prior to it being a place of
worship. A seventh century date is suggested by the location and placename.

TA2864802764

Sax

HER MLI86587

Louth Navigation - in October 1756 John Grundy carried out a feasibility study into making the River Lud navigable.
The study was promising and a subscription list was opened in January 1760 to pay for a proper survey and Act.
Grundy had proposed a course less than 11.5 miles, stretching from Tetney to Louth. Parts of the River Lud
required straightening, bridges and nine locks were required as well as a sea sluice and a lock where the river joins
the Humber. On March 24th 1763 Parliament passed the Act for building the navigation. Construction began in
1767, and four years later five miles of the canal were opened, and three years after that the navigation was
completed to Louth. The final costs were £27500. Only eight of the nine proposed locks were built.

TA3325500190
to
TA3543003295

P-Med

East Lindsey

HC4

Te1
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Source

Name

NGR

HER MLI87593

Settlement of Tetney. Tetney is recorded as Tatenaya in the Domesday book. It derives from the Old English name
Taete's island of land. Domesday records that the land at Tetney was owned by Ivo Taillebois in 1086. It had eight
carucates of land, two manors held by Turgisle and Suen, one mill and a minimum population of 44 households.

TA3135601259

Sax/Med

Te3

HER MLI87591
- AP 9

Earthworks of house platform at Grange Farm - traces of a shrunken village that lie just inside and beyond the
northern edge of the corridor. Evidence of earthworks was observed on aerial photographs as part of the national
mapping programme. It was interpreted as a possible medieval earthwork platform. It is possible that this is linked to
the Grange owned by Louth Abbey which is first documented in 1381.

TA3077802510

Med

Te4

HER MLI87592

Ridge and furrow, Tetney.

TA3119202150

Med

Te5

HER MLI42866

Ridge and furrow north-east of Tetney village.

TA3196301427

Med

Te6

HER MLI88872

Possible medieval earthwork mounds, enclosures and linear features, Tetney.

TA3264801527

Med

Te7

HER MLI88869

Possible modern earthwork anti-glider ditch, Tetney.

TA3356301959

WWII

Te8

HER MLI87617
- AP 5

Probable medieval cropmark saltworks west of Tetney Lock - A small sub-square enclosure with attached ditches.

TA3365601952

Med

Te9

HER MLI41223

Romano-British pottery, Tetney – third-fourth century greyware pottery and sherd of samian and castor found 1958.

TA3360001400

Rom

Te10

HER MLI87615

Salterns to south-west of Tetney Lock.

TA3364001273

Med

Te11

HER MLI88871
- AP 6

Possible Medieval earthwork enclosure, Tetney - curving ditches and banks that may have formed an enclosure.
The small circular bank within the enclosure was recorded on a recent oblique photograph (TA3301/4 – November
2002) but was not identified on earlier vertical photographs. This may represent earthworks associated with the
medieval/early post-medieval predecessor to Tetney Haven.

TA3382501871

Med

Te12

HER MLI88868
- AP 4

Probable modern searchlight battery, Tetney - lengths of anti-glider ditches surviving as cut features in 1942.

TA3387101673

WWII

Te13

HER MLI87610

Earthworks at Tetney Lock.

TA3401001919

P-Med

Te14

HER MLI87613

Salterns south of Tetney Lock, Tetney and North Cotes parishes – probably operational between the twelfth and
sixteenth century.

TA3489901646

Med

Te15

AP 2

Anti-glider ditches west of the Louth Navigation.

TA335018

WWII

Te16

AP 7

A small sub-square enclosure with attached ditches and parallel banks and ditches to the north that may have been
field boundaries.

TA322017

Med

HER MLI43081

Late Bronze Age saltern discovered during the construction of Newton Marsh STW in 1992. Geophysical survey
identified an area of burnt clay possibly representing a hearth or saltern site. The site identified during geophysical
survey was fully excavated and revealed to be a saltern of late Bronze Age date. A natural pool, pits and ditches
and the hearth were identified, environmental samples taken and briquetage and pottery of Bronze Age date
recovered.

TA 3320 0325

Prehistoric

Te18

HER MLI41225

Roman greyware and samian fragments. Also oyster shell found. Possibly a midden site. A spread of RomanoBritish material reported over an area of about 100 m by 25 m and Saxon material also found in two clusters. Site
appears to be on the northern tip of a plateau area or spur.

TA3184001320

Sax/Rom

Te19

Ellis et al. 2001,
pp.129-130

Cropmarks west of Humberstone Road - identified during the Lincolnshire Marsh survey and possibly related to
some elements of the features identified as AP 9. Linears and enclosures.

TA3113702463

?IA/Rom

Te2

Te17
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Te20

HER MLI41227

Late Saxon hoard of silver coins found to west of village. The Tetney hoard deposited c. AD 963 was discovered at
the village of Tetney in May 1945. It consisted of 394 pennies of Eadred, Eadwig, Eadgar and the Viking Kingdom of
York contained in a chalk container. Textile fragments (adhering to a few coins) and two silver hooks indicate that
the hoard was also buried inside a cloth bag or purse.

TA3075001320

Sax

Te21

HER DLI4700

Church of St Peter and St Paul (Grade I listed building).

TA3136001066

Sax/Med

Te22

Ellis et al. 2001,
128-129

Salterns north of Waithe Beck, south-west of Tetney.

TA3055600622

Med

Te23

Grady 1998,
p.88, fig 5

Possible line of early medieval sea bank.

TA3309101930
to
TA3435800271

Med

Te24

Grady 1998,
p.88, fig 6

Line of later medieval sea bank, probably constructed in thirteenth century.

TA3303003386
to
TA3518600111

Med

Te25

Grundy's map of
the Louth
Navigation 1760

Lagoon at Tetney Haven shown on 1760 map showing proposed route of Louth Navigation. It is likely to date back
to at least the sixteenth century and possibly earlier. It was presumably used as an anchorage by ships visiting the
Haven.

TA3448002118

P-Med

Te26

Rudkin and
Owen 1960.

Sea bank of 1576 north of Tetney Lock.

TA3300004700
to
TA3423402164

P-Med

Te27

OS

Early nineteenth century sea bank east of Tetney Lock, first shown on 1778 enclosure map.

TA3304005222
to
TA3598802357

P-Med

Te28

RCZA, site TE3

Possible remains of wrecked vessel close to Mean Low Water in the intertidal zone identified on aerial photographs.

TA3725304614

P-Med

Te29

RCZA, site TE4

At least four partially submerged posts close to Mean Low Water visible on 1946 aerial photograph.

TA3724504506

P-Med

Te31

AP

Pre-medieval marsh edge marked by the absence of ridge and furrow to the east of this line.

TA3015100442

Early Med

Te32

MLI89112

Traces of a saltern of unknown date were observed during a watching brief along the route of a pipeline from
Newton Marsh STW. A spread of briquetage fragments and charcoal flecks was seen beneath a marine silt layer.
Some of this material was associated with a shallow feature which was certainly pre-medieval in date.

TA 32227
01371

?IA/Roman

Te33

MLI89113

A scatter of abraded medieval pottery was observed across Field 32 during a watching brief on the Newton Marsh
STW pipeline route.

TA 32213
01455

Med

Wai1

Ellis et al. 2001:
125, 128

Bronze Age Flint south of Waithe Beck.

TA3625501177

BA

NC1

MLI41361

Saltern site at North Cotes. Report of grey pottery found at the bottom of saltern at North Cotes. May be associated
with saltworking.

TA3704902500

Med

MLI88641

RAF North Coates. North Coates Airfield was photographed as a grass airfield in 1941 (TA3702/10) but later that
year concrete runways were laid and the airfield was used throughout the war by squadrons of Coastal Command.
By 1948, the runway was closed (RAF/CPE/UK/1746: 2012) and the base was used as a maintenance unit, then by
a helicopter squadron and later as a Bloodhound missile site.

TA3796102094
to
TA3625702810

WWII

NC2
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NC3

LA: Lindsey
Award/110

1859 sea defence as shown on North Cotes Enclosure Map.

TA3480602064
to
TF3909599291

P-Med

NC4

Google Earth,
Grundy's map of
the Louth
Navigation 1760

Sea bank dated by documentary references to 1576 (Grady 1998, p.87, fig 5). Note that it corresponds with the
location of Tetney Lock suggesting that the settlement may have originated from the period of the construction of
this phase of reclamation.

TA3774404528

P-Med

NC5

RCZA, site NC1

Possible remains of a wooden wreck.

TA3782504336

P-Med

NC6

RCZA, site NC2

Wooden wreck visible in 1946; 200 m long.

TA3733103897

P-Med

NC7

RCZA, site NC4

Mounds used as targets in WWII practice range - possibly related to shoreline causeway.

TA3813202539

P-Med

NC8

OS

An ‘occasional water' of North Cotes Haven as shown on 1856 one-inch 1st edition OS map - presumably an
anchorage.

TA3725403365

P-Med

NC9

RCZA, site
NC10

Bomb craters on foreshore beside North Coates Airfield.

TA3811901858

P-Med

NC10

RCZA, site
NC26

Second World War pillbox - 27/08/1995 pillbox, or infantry post with three embrasures facing west, and one each
facing north and south. Each door has a half height blast wall. Built using brick shuttering. There is a hook in the
roof above each embrasure.

TA3810901924

P-Med

NC12

ADM: ACB
109/A1

Former course of Old Fleet Drain/Tetney Haven as shown on 1828 Admiralty map.

TA2859801371

Med

NC13

RCZA, site NC3

Twentieth century steel vessel visible on 1947 aerial photograph.

TA3970504146

P-Med

North East Lincolnshire
Ha1

HER MNL1817

Corn windmill in Habrough.

TA1525414992

Late P-Med (possible
earlier origins)

Ha2

HER MNL1302

Manchester, Sheffield and Lincoln Railway – Cleeth.

TA1475113528
to
TA1975611844

Late P-Med

Ha3

HER MNL1818

Glebe Farm.

TA1573414972

Late P-Med (possible
earlier origins)

Ha4

HER MNL2373

Ditches and pits in Habrough shown on enclosure maps - possible medieval house plots.

TA1612314378

Med/P-Med

Ha5

HER MNL192

Habrough School, Immingham Road.

TA1629014380

Late P-Med

Ha6

HER MNL2118

Sherds of third-fourth century pottery found on Theddlethorpe to Killingholme pipeline.

TA1520014900

Rom

Ha7

HER MNL820

Iron Age/ Roman enclosure identified by geophysical survey.

TA1610015300

?IA/Rom

Im1

HER MNL1524

Heavy Anti-Aircraft Battery H37, Immingham Grange.

TA1690013100

WWII

HER MNL286

Historic settlement of Roxton - site of Roxton Deserted Village. It is not mentioned in Domesday but is in the 1334
tax list and it is marked on the Yarborough Estate map. The earthworks are largely levelled and ploughed and the
house sites, trackways and toft boundaries appear as soil and crop marks covering an area of approximately 15
hectares. Finds from the ploughsoil include pottery from the Late Saxon period to the eighteenth century.

TA1683312683

Med/P-Med

Im2
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Im3

HER MNL 834

Fourth century Roman pottery.

TA1645013550

Rom

St1

HER MNL383

Medieval findspot in Stallingborough.

TA1810011800

Med

St2

HER MNL1525

Heavy Anti-Aircraft Battery Humber S and H20, Stallingborough.

TA1837711674

WWII

St3

HER MNL1895

Greenland Top.

TA1787511525

Late P-Med

St4

HER MNL1234

Cropmark in Stallingborough - extensive traces of field system and apparent farmstead - ?IA/Rom.

TA1780012400

?IA/Rom

St5

HER MNL1893

Stallingborough Grange.

TA1882710490

Med/ P-Med

St6

HER MNL1895

Iron Age/Roman settlement north of North Beck Drain.

TA1811111451

?IA/Rom

St7

HER MNL1906

Late Roman belt buckle.

TA 1848 1166

Rom

St8

HER MNL1721

Mineral well at Healing.

TA 1990 0965

?Med

La1

HER MNL2243

Ridge and furrow in Laceby.

TA2188707519

Med

La2

HER MNL304

Two fish ponds, hydraulic ram and sluice, Laceby B.

TA2250707406

Late P-Med (possible
earlier origins)

La3

HER MNL2176

Stud Farm, Laceby.

TA2242607312

Late P-Med (possible
earlier origins)

La4

HER MNL305

Nine tree ring circles, Laceby – it has been suggested that these might stand on prehistoric burial mounds (although
no supporting evidence).

TA2270007200

?P-M

La5

HER MNL319

Cropmarks in Laceby.

TA2210006900

?med

La6

HER MNL307
(Listed building
1103502)

Rookery House.

TA2224606677

Late P-Med (possible
earlier origins)

La7

Listed Building
1161227

Little Laceby Farmhouse.

TA2224706669

Late P-Med

La8

AP13

Cropmark: rectangular enclosure east of Laceby.

TA2283906126

?IA/Rom

Bd1

AP12

Cropmark: rectangular enclosure south-west of Low Farm, Bradley.

TA2336305102

?IA/Rom

BB1

HER MNL1585

Sunk Farm.

TA2445003400

Late P-Med (possible
earlier origins)

BB2

HER MNL1586

The Grange, Barnoldby le Beck.

TA2448603348

Late P-Med (possible
earlier origins)

Wa1

HER MNL1423

Waltham Airfield.

TA2800002500

WWII

Wa2

HER MLI88745

Site of RAF Waltham (Grimsby), Holton le Clay.

TA2786502398

WWII

North Lincolnshire
EH1

HER MLS16396

Romano-British and medieval pottery found during watching brief on the Theddlethorpe to Killingholme gas
pipeline.

TA1480019400

Rom/Med

EH2

HER MLS20711

Undated ditch found in trial trench for URSA glass wool factory: a north-east/south-west aligned gully measured
0.40 m wide and 0.30 m deep. Its fill contained no dating evidence.

TA1470519390

?Rom
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HER MLS21458

Curvilinear ditch measuring up to 0.80 m wide and 0.14 m deep found in trial trench excavated in advance of the
proposed Humber Port Facility, Development Phase 1 and 2. Also, towards the eastern end of the trench was a
north - south aligned ditch, 3.0 m wide and 0.8 m deep. It contained Early-Middle Iron Age pottery.

TA1508820188

IA

EH4

HER MLS21160

A feature interpreted as a rectangular enclosure was observed as a cropmark on an NHER aerial photograph,
2006. As plotted, it measured c.100 m x 25 m, with its long axis almost parallel to existing field boundaries. Three
sides plotted, the northern side left open.

TA1485720189

?Rom

EH5

HER MLS20090

Geophysical anomalies identified in this area in advance of the Humber Link Pipeline project, 1999. Subsequent
trial trenching failed to identify any features of archaeological significance.

TA1527820084

HER MLS21470

Neolithic and Bronze Age flint: six pieces of worked flint were found during fieldwalking by Archaeological Project
Services in 2010. This work was in advance of Development Phases 1 and 2 of the proposed Humber Ports
Facility. This small assemblage comprised a Neolithic core with blade removals, three Neolithic-Early Bronze Age
flakes, and two Early Bronze Age retouched flakes.

TA1522020030

Preh

HER MLS20709

At the eastern end of a trial trench carried out in advance of the URSA glass wool factory application, a northeast/south-west aligned gully measured c 0.70 m wide and 0.30 m deep. The fill contained a single Iron
Age/Romano-British sherd.

TA1524719853

Rom

HER MLS20708

Chase Hill: prehistoric ditch and pits found during trial trenching carried out in advance of the URSA glass wool
factory application. Trench 38 was 50 m long and aligned north - south. At the northern end of the trench, a linear
gully measuring 0.10 m wide and 0.5 m deep cut into natural geology. The fill contained an undiagnostic retouched
flint flake. Trench 40 was 50 m long and was aligned east - west. At the western end, an irregular pit cut into the
subsoil. It measured 3 m wide x c.0.60 m deep. The fill contained many small fragments of heat-damaged
sandstone. A short distance to the east, a large ditch or pit contained a deposit of eroded geology, overlain by
material containing two sherds of very abraded Iron Age pottery.

TA1507419799

Preh

EH9

HER MLS20700

A geophysical survey carried out in advance of the URSA glass wool factory application identified a double ditched
'D' shaped enclosure with internal subdivisions, measuring 64 m north - south and 38 m east - west. This form of
enclosure is thought to be late Iron Age in date. The outer ditches appeared to extend beyond the survey area to
the west. Trial trenches recovered Late Iron Age and Roman pottery.

TA1476119835

?IA/Rom

EH10

HER MLS20701

Ring ditch preceding D-shaped enclosure identified in geophysical survey carried out in advance of the URSA
glass wool factory application. Trial trenching recovered mid-late Iron Age pottery from the fill of the gully.

TA1476119849

?BA

EH11

HER MLS20143

Geophysical surveys carried out in advance of a proposed storage and distribution facility for Able UK in 20032004 identified two ring ditches and a various other ditches. Trial trenches recovered Iron Age pottery from these
features.

TA1495819655

IA

HER MLS20439

Palaeolithic scraper recovered from trial trench excavated carried out in advance of a proposed storage and
distribution facility for Able UK in 2005. It has similarities to the Lower Palaeolithic industries of Hoxne (Suffolk),
where interglacial deposits date from 430,000 BP - 380,000 BP and 320,000 BP-290,000 BP. It was found in the
topsoil and was clearly redeposited.

TA1490919519

Pal

EH13

HER MLS20086

Cote Hill: Iron Age and Romano-British settlement - field evaluation results confirmed the presence of extensive
remains. The principal enclosed settlement remains are located on Cote Hill and date to the first and second
century AD. The site was connected to a less complex area of contemporaneous activity to the north. To the
south-west a further complex of third and fourth century settlement was identified. All the sites appear to be
agricultural in nature.

TA1408522347

?IA/Rom

EH14

HER MLS20137

Site of an unnamed building of unknown function, shown on the OS. Building demolished and site cleared by
2000.

TA 1484 1937

Late Post Med
(probably 19th century)

EH3

EH6

EH7

EH8

EH12
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TA 139 202

Med

SM ref 1011198

Thornton Abbey, founded as Augustinian Priory 1139 for 12 canons under a Prior. Became Abbey 1148, number
of canons increased to about 30, with a number of lay brothers. Dissolved 1539, refounded as college of secular
priests and school for 14 boys by Henry VIII. This in turn suppressed by Edward VI in 1547. In early seventeenth
century. Sir Vincent Skinner demolished the college and built "a most stately house out of the same, on the west
side of the abbey plot within the moat, which hall when it was finished, fell quite down to the bare ground without
any visible cause."

TA1174018993

Med

HER MLS20146

Geophysical anomalies - linear geophysical anomalies of possible archaeological character identified at Able UK
Vehicle Redistribution and Storage Site. Subsequent trial trench excavation failed to identify any archaeological
features in this area.

TA1501619263

Med

NK2

HER MLS17840

Possible barrow, north of Chase Hill Road identified in sample area 2 by geophysical survey carried out ahead of
the development of the gas-fired power stations north of Lindsey Oil Refinery in 1989 (Gater and Gaffney 1989,
figs 2.1-2.2).

TA1502719075

Preh

NK3

HER MLS11775

Rectangular feature (cropmark), north of Chase Hill Road. Faint rectangular feature north of Chase Hill Road
noted on aerial photography (Hunting Aerofilms Run 8, F. 3052 06/09/1989). Not confirmed by geophysical survey.

TA1545018780

?IA/Rom

NK4

HER MLS17838

Enclosure (geophysical), north of Chase Hill Road - a geophysical survey was carried out in 1989, in advance of
construction of the Powergen power station, Chase Hill Road (now owned by E.ON). A small square enclosure
was detected in one of the survey areas, centred to TA14971876. The enclosure measured 25 m across, with a
clearly defined internal rectangular area in the north-western corner. Other anomalies to the south indicated that
the site continued beyond the survey area (Gater and Gaffney 1989, figs 5.1-5.4).

TA1497018750

?IA/Rom

NK5

HER MLS20706

A single Roman greyware sherd was recovered by an archaeologist from RPS Planning and Development during
a walkover survey in 2008. Its size was measured as 60 mm x 40 mm, but there are no further details on the fabric
or form of the vessel.

TA1521019760

Rom

NK6

HER MLS20145

North of former Chase Hill Farm: Romano British rural settlement site. Second – fifth AD settlement site found prior
to construction of power station. Linear settlement in the form of enclosure ditches, on a north - south alignment on
the south side of a ridge. Probable timber structures indicated by quantities of daub.

TA1519919684

Rom

NK7

HER MLS21161

Ingold Toft Farm (site of). 'Ingold Toft' printed and shown as a group of farm buildings on OS 1st edition map of
1824. Ingold Toft was recorded from the thirteenth century onwards, and embodies a Viking personal name
'Ingaldr'. It may indicate the presence of a farmstead from the Danelaw period.

TA1514719666

Med

NK8

HER
MLS1628/4637

Romano-British occupation, Lindsey Oil Refinery - occupation site found during the construction of Lindsey Oil
Refinery in 1966. Romano-British, third-fourth century; also Romano-British greyware and samian sherds.

TA1510017800

Rom

NK9

HER MLS19659

Anglo Saxon and medieval pottery - early medieval and medieval pottery, found while metal detecting in North
Killingholme, 1999. One sherd of possibly pagan Saxon pottery; one sherd of shelly ware; one sherd of
orangeware; several splash glazed sherds, perhaps late Stamford ware.

TA1463517187

Sax/Med

NK10

HER MLS1625

Medieval pottery, Vicarage Farm, 1965 from trench for gas pipeline, include Stamford, shelly, and fourteenthfifteenth century glazed wares.

TA1460016900

Med

NK11

HER MLS21326

The Humber Commercial Railway was constructed to link the eastern jetty at Immingham Dock with the main
Grimsby – New Holland line at Ulceby. There was a passenger station at Eastern Jetty in 1912 when the docks
were first used. A spur was later built to the Western Jetty. Connections were made with the Grimsby and District

TA1323116188
to
TA1623416960

Ind

EH15

TC1

NK1

HER MLS10746

Areas of medieval ridge & furrow cultivation, appearing as both cropmarks and earthworks, East Halton parish
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Light Railway.

HER MLS1621

Former earthwork remains: possible site of Holtham DMV, east of Westfield Farm. Indications of earthworks on
aerial photographs in field on parish boundary adjacent to moated site in South Killingholme parish. Surface finds
include Romano-British greywares, medieval. shelly, gritty, glazed wares, including Yorkshire wares, postmedieval sherds and pair of iron shears.

TA1475516746

Rom/Med

NK13

HER MLS15871

Watching brief on construction of electricity pylons to the east of East Halton road identified i) thirteenth-fourteenth
century pottery and ii) a ditch feature in the eastern construction trench. It measured 2.10 m wide and 0.80 m
deep, with gently sloping sides and a rounded base. The silty clay fill contained a quantity of butchered animal
bone, and Romano-British pottery of the third and fourth century. A bone spindle whorle, carved from an ox femur,
was also found.

TA1440717915

Rom

NK14

SM ref 1007815

North Garth medieval moated site - moated site, North Garth. Complex of moats and closes covering area c. 160
m2, indications of internal divisions, three or more enclosures.

TA1428718128

Med

NK15

SM ref 1008044

Manor Farm medieval moated site. Dry moat with outer earthwork, encloses area c. 200 m., irregular square,
indications of internal divisions. Situated on north-east side of North Killingholme, over 1.5 km north of church.

TA1445517642

Med

NK16

HER MLS21335

Second to third century Roman pottery and brick recovered from ditches, gullies and other features found in
evaluation trenches in north-eastern part of the site Area F of the proposed Humber Ports Facility (west of Haven
Road), March 2006.

TA 1590 1945

Med

NK17

HER
MLS22603,
Bunn Figures
151 and 152,
Johnson Trench
102

Trial trenching for Hornsea Project One revealed a sequence of ditches and gullies in Trench 102, located in Plot
118, to the west of Eastfield Road. The results of the trial trenching suggest a landscape of rectilinear enclosures;
possibly a palimpsest landscape with one pattern of enclosures superimposed on another on a different alignment.

TA 1486 1777

IA

NK18

HER MLS
22604, Bunn
Figures 153 and
154, Johnson
Trench 102

Geophysical survey and trial trenching for Hornsea Project One has revealed a square Iron Age enclosure, with
abundant evidence for occupation, in Trench 104. Plot 120, near the junction of East Field Road and Chase Hill
Road. The enclosure was bounded by a substantial ditch, representing the west side of the square enclosure
observed on the geophysics plot; its irregular profile suggested that it had had a long lifespan during which it had
been cleaned out or partially recut on occasion. Intercutting and serially overlapping internal features also suggest
a relatively long period of occupation, with pottery indicating activity between the mid to late Iron Age.

TA 1474 1827

IA

NK19

HER MLS1620

Medieval and Post Medieval settlement & shrunken Medieval village earthworks, North Killingholme.

TA 145 173

NK20

HER MLS20098

Ridge and furrow, open field system, North Killingholme

TA 15 18

NK21

HER
MLS22594,
Palmer Site 25

A Second World War military camp west of Eastfield Road, been identified from 1940s air photographs. At least 30
hut-type structures were plotted within a rectangular field of 1.58 ha.

TA 1504 1757

Modern

NK22

HER
MLS22595,
Palmer Site 25,
Bunn Figure
151

A Second World War military camp west of Eastfield Road, been identified from 1940s air photographs and
geophysical survey. At least 31 hut-type structures were plotted within a triangular area of about 1.3 ha.

TA 1495 1777

Modern

NK12
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NK23

HER
MLS22596,
Palmer Site 25

A Second World War military camp north of Nicholson Road has been identified from 1940s air photographs. At
least 10 hut-type structures were plotted within a triangular area of about 0.6 ha.

TA 1472 1756

Modern

NK24

HER
MLS22597,
Palmer Site 25

A Second World War military camp north of Chase Hill Road, been identified from 1940s air photographs. At least
20 hut-type structures were plotted within an L-shaped area of about 1.3 ha.

TA 1451 1836

Modern

NK25

HER MLS
22605, Bunn
Figures 145 and
146, Johnson
Trench 99

Roman settlement investigated by geophysical survey, fieldwalking and evaluation trenches in 2011 and 2012.

TA 148 166

Rom

HER MLS19833

Two flint flakes recovered from the spoil heap of Trench 8 during an evaluation in advance of the construction of
the Immingham CHP Gas Pipeline in 2002. One is a large cortical flint flake, with irregular shallow retouch on one
side. The other is a gravel-derived, reddish-brown chert flake, with neat shallow retouch on one side and end.

TA1556515329

Prehist

HER MLS1606

Moated site, "Blow Field", on parish boundary at end of Moat Lane, 400 m south-east of St. Denys' Church (North
Killingholme), manorial. Dry moat c.140 m east - west, c.200 m north - south, internal ditches, double islands in
northern half, possible third island in south. Areas of earthworks on north-east and south islands; buildings shown
in these areas on OS 1 inch to the mile 1st edition, 1824.

TA1479816600

Med

SK3

HER MLS21316

A possible post-medieval mill mound was visible as a soilmark and cropmark on air photographs taken in 1976
and 1984. It was located on the western side of South Killingholme village, and could also be seen as a slight
earthwork on LiDAR images from 2006. It appeared to overlie, or lie between, blocks of ridge and furrow

TA1451916585

Med

SK4

HER MLS21313

Geophysical survey in 2009 west of Top Road carried out ahead of works to the A160-A180 road identified the
south-western part of an enclosure of probable Iron Age/Roman date.

TA1443816283

?IA/Rom

HER MLS10748

Ridge and furrow, and circular feature (cropmark) near South Killingholme - a large area of medieval ridge and
furrow was plotted from an aerial photograph at Scunthorpe Museum, 1970s. Area TA146 157. A small circular
feature, perhaps evidence for a former windmill, was also plotted.

TA1460015700

Med

SK6

HER MLS16344

Roman coin hoard. The hoard comprised c. 4257 coins. These were deposited in a vessel that had been hit by the
plough. About 2753 coins were left in the vessel, with c. 1504 in the topsoil. The coins were Constantinian bronzereduced folles from ten mints in the western empire, including London. The date of deposition was c. 334 AD.

TA1466215392

Rom

SK7

HER MLS1610;
Deegan 13

Possible field boundary (cropmark), south of Ulceby Road - possible medieval headland overlain by later ridge and
furrow.

TA1490715415

Med

SK8

HER MLS19834

Flint flake recovered from the spoil heap of Trench 12, during an evaluation in advance of the construction of a gas
pipeline. A small unretouched flake of chert.

TA1499415520

Prehist

SK9

HER
MLS20779/AP
18

Cropmarks, west of Habrough Road - series of linear features including probable rectilinear enclosure - seems to
relate to the line of SK17. A former windmill site is located to the east with another enclosure slightly to the south.
The linear and rectilinear cropmarks could be Iron Age/Romano–British (Deegan 2008, sites 15-16).

TA1497015128

?IA/Rom

SK10

HER MLS20783

Linear cropmark, east of Habrough Road.

TA1516215615

SK11

HER MLS19828

Mill Hill, former site of a windmill (corn) shown on 1886 25" map. Dense spread of building debris noted in field.

TA1517815258

Med

SK12

HER MLS21318

Three sides of a rectilinear enclosure were visible on aerial photographs taken in 1967 and 1994. It measured c.34
m by 50 m, and had a short length of ditch extending from the south-western corner. A gap in one side may

TA1519015227

?IA/Rom

SK1

SK2

SK5
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indicate a south-facing entrance.

SK13

HER MLS19835

SK14

Deegan 11

SK15

Deegan 12

Undated feature with firecracked stone recorded during a watching brief on the construction of the Immingham
CHP gas pipeline. A sub-rectangular feature, 0.65 m wide, 0.90 m long and 0.18 m deep. It comprised a layer of
apparently heat-damaged stones within a dark brown clay matrix. This lay above three burnt stones which had
been bedded horizontally into the subsoil. No artefacts were recovered, and the feature was undated.

TA1531415228

Prehist

Rectangular enclosure - two possible Iron Age/Romano-British rectilinear enclosures. The northern one c.75 m x
60 m. Only the south-western corner of the southern one visible. Underlies ridge and furrow.

TA1440415271

?IA/Rom

Possible Iron Age/Romano-British rectilinear enclosure c.50 m x 43 m. Central round cropmark c.20 m in diameter
may represent former round house. Underlies ridge and furrow.

TA1458815189

?IA/Rom

Deegan 14

Ditch of uncertain date - pre-dates nineteenth century drainage ditches.

TA1490115206
to
TA1492115625

HER MLS20152

East End Farm Romano-British settlement. An extensive area of settlement organised around a central north –
south aligned trackway (extending into refinery) with enclosures and traces of rectlinear buildings either side. The
western side of the site is marked by a triple ditch boundary. Fieldwalking and metal-detecting identified pottery
and coins of third-fourth century AD. Its form suggests that this may be a military or official centre of some kind.

TA1660115824

Rom

SK18

HER MLS
21320

Brocklesby Roundabout - Romano-British settlement. Large rectangular enclosure identified in aerial photography
(Deegan 2008, site 22) and subsequently confirmed by geophysical survey and fieldwalking as an extensive area
of Roman rural settlement based on rectilinear enclosure – possible ‘ladder settlement’? (Harrison and Webb,
2011).

TA1371814574

Rom

SK19

Deegan 25

Rectangular enclosures with associated ditches in a possible former island in South Killingholme Drain.

TA1453915015

Rom

SK20

HER MLS4635,
MLS20422,
MLS21567

Early Iron Age to Roman settlement east of Killingholme Refinery.

TA1694717252

IA/Rom

SK21

HER MLS1606

Moated site - visible on 1st edition OS. House demolished in 1950s. Appears to be distinct from moat in 'Blow Field'
to north.

TA1485216432

Med

SK22

HER MLS1613

Medieval and Post Medieval settlement and shrunken Medieval village traces, South Killingholme.

TA 156 158

SK23

HER MLS22692

A series of ditch features were recorded within evaluation trenches on land off Greengate Lane in 2012 and 2013.
One contained a Roman roof tile fragment. .

TA 1473 1642

Rom

SK24

HER MLS
22843

A large amount of medieval pottery and a network of drainage gullies were recorded during an excavation at
Orchid Close during 2013.

TA 147 164

Med

SK16

SK17
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1.8.27 The fields to the east have sinuous boundaries, usually formed by drainage ditches
rather than hedges, which provides a more open landscape with wider views.
1.8.28 It is still possible to see much of the built form of the former RAF North Coates, which
is now used for a variety of light industrial purposes. The base is also home to a local
flying club. Covenham Reservoir, as well as providing water for Grimsby, is used for a
variety of recreational purposes. It is built above the level of the surrounding land, and
is widely visible throughout the eastern half of the character zone.
Character Zone GRM2

Historic Landscape Evolution
1.8.29 Most of the settlements in this zone were founded as satellites of villages of earlier
foundation to the west. They evolved from seasonal salt production and marsh grazing
– Wragholme is an example of this process. However, Grainthorpe may perhaps have
earlier origins. It is the only one of these settlements mentioned in the Domesday
Survey, and it had direct access to a haven at that time, and so may well have been
an important local centre for the transport of salt by land and by sea from this area.

The Salterns within the Grazing Marshes
Character Area
ARS sub-province: EWASHW
Natural England National Character Areas:

1.8.30 The medieval salt industry is responsible both for the initial reclamation of the eastern
half of the zone, and for the sinuous field boundaries visible in the landscape around
Marshchapel and Tetney Lock. The salt-making process resulted in large quantities of
unwanted spoil which were piled up in mounds. Eventually, enough spoil was collected
to create higher and drier land where it was possible to plant crops. The water draining
off the high ground to the west into the sea naturally followed courses that ran around
the new areas of high ground, creating the sinuous boundaries seen in the landscape
today.

42 - Lincolnshire Coast and Marshes
Total area: 64.1 km²
Percentage of Regional Character Area:
11.8%

1.8.31 The historic landscape of the western half of the character zone is largely the result of
post-medieval processes, particularly the planned enclosure of formerly open fields
and common grazing during the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. This resulted in
a landscape of rectilinear field boundaries, running in straight lines across the
landscape. Land that was once worked communally fell into the ownership of specific
individuals, who, in some cases, built farmsteads set among their new holdings.

Percentage of Overall Project Area: 0.9%

Description
1.8.24 The predominant land use in this character zone is arable farming in large,
consolidated modern fields, with small pastoral fields near main areas of settlement. A
large reservoir with high banks provides recreational/tourist opportunities.

Legibility
1.8.32 The modern consolidated fields to the west of the main axis of settlement retain their
historic character of old enclosure close to the settlement. Some earthwork ridge and
furrow is evident in the immediate vicinity of the main settlements.

1.8.25 The settlements in this zone form a line, stretching from North Cotes to Grainthorpe
along the A1031, parallel to the coast. The settlement character is mixed, including
dispersed linear villages, such as Wragholme, and more traditional nucleated
settlements, such as Grainthorpe.

1.8.33 The fields to the east of the main settlement axis are of a modern, consolidated
character, with most internal boundaries having been lost. However, sinuous streams
clearly indicate the salt-marsh origins of this area. Almost all of the saltern earthworks
have been ploughed out, but are clearly visible as cropmarks and soilmarks on aerial
photographs.

1.8.26 The rural character of the zone is dominated by large modern fields, resulting from
post Second World War consolidation processes. These fields show a markedly
different character on either side of the settlement line. Those to the west of the line
have largely straight boundaries, indicative of planned enclosure of a typical open field
farming regime.
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1.8.34 Although some elements of the former RAF North Coates are still visible, the runways,
Bloodhound missile launching pads, and perimeter track have been destroyed by
ploughing since 2000.

1.8.37 The rural landscape is mostly made up of large modern fields that have been formed
from the loss of field boundaries and the consolidation of adjacent fields. However,
significant proportions of the fields in the zone are the result of eighteenth century
planned enclosure, and display the straight boundaries and rectilinear pattern
characteristic of this period. On a more limited scale, there are areas of irregular fields
in the vicinity of some of the settlements, which are interpreted as ancient enclosure of
medieval open fields. The zone is also notable for the high proportion of golf courses,
six in total. These may be an outgrowth of the tourist trade, but may equally exist to
service the retirees in the commuter villages.

Character Zone NOM3
The Grimsby Commuter Belt within the Northern Marshes Character Area

1.8.38 Much of the road network to the west of the character zone reflects those areas of
higher ground and is fairly sinuous in nature, in contrast to those roads which extend
out into areas of former marsh, which are generally straight and rectilinear in nature.

ARS sub-province: CLNSC

Historic Landscape Evolution

Natural England National Character
Area: 42 Lincolnshire Coast and
Marshes

1.8.39 Although there is evidence for occupation of the zone in the Prehistoric and Roman
periods in the form of crop marks and scattered finds, no extant visible remains are
now apparent. It is likely that these features were situated on areas of higher ground
that would have been visible from the surrounding marsh land, and the existence of
modern settlements on some of these areas of higher ground hints at continuity of
use.

Total area: 128.3 km²
Percentage of
Area: 45.6%

Regional

Character

1.8.40 Estates sharing the names of most of the current settlements are mentioned within the
Domesday Survey. The settlements as seen today do not display any features dating
from this period, but it is likely that they occupy the same locations.

Percentage of Overall Project Area: 1.82%

1.8.41 Remnant ridge and furrow earthworks around Humberston suggest that the area to the
west of the village was suitable for traditional open field farming methods. To the east,
however, it is likely that there was common marshland grazing which may have been
shared with those parishes away from the coast, an arrangement seen around
Immingham and Killingholme to the north. It is also possible that the coastal part of the
zone was used for salt making, which was an important medieval industry along the
shoreline of much of medieval Lincolnshire.

Description
1.8.35 The main settlements in the character zone form an arc to the south and east of
Grimsby, stretching from Humberston to Healing. The cores of these settlements are
generally well preserved and readily identifiable from medieval churches and
eighteenth and nineteenth-century red brick buildings.

1.8.42 During the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, the landscape of the zone was
substantially reorganised by two forces. In common with much of the rest of the
county, the open field farming regime was abolished in favour of rectilinear planned
enclosure. This meant that land which was once farmed in common was parcelled out
amongst individual owners. The new holdings were bounded by long, straight hedges
or ditches in a rectilinear pattern. It became increasingly attractive for landowners to
live among their new holdings, and many new isolated farm complexes were
constructed as a result. The second process that took place at this time was the
drainage and reclamation of the common grazing marshes, which were then
reallocated in the same planned way as the open fields had been.

1.8.36 As Grimsby has grown in size, the surrounding villages have also expanded. New
housing developments have appeared at the edges of all of the villages in the zone,
with a dominant character of cul-de-sac estates made up of bungalows and other
small dwellings. In some areas, particularly between Humberston, New Waltham and
Grimsby, so-called ‘ribbon developments’ have all but connected what were once
individual settlements into a single suburb. Similar developments along the roads
connecting the settlements to Grimsby may eventually cause the whole zone to
coalesce into a single large conurbation. An example of this can perhaps be seen in
the merging of Grimsby and Cleethorpes.
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Description

1.8.43 The twentieth century expansion of Grimsby caused a number of changes to the
surrounding villages. As motorised transport became available to the public, it became
possible to live some distance away from ones place of work. This resulted in the
growth of the villages surrounding Grimsby into a substantial commuter belt. The
demand for housing was so great that an entirely new settlement was created at New
Waltham.

1.8.46 The landscape of the Humber Bank Character Zone is primarily rural, although there
are several small towns and villages to be found throughout. Much of the rural
landscape comprises large open fields, with few hedges to interrupt the wide views
across the zone, and across the River Humber to the north. Many of these fields have
a strongly rectilinear character, indicative of the planned drainage and enclosure of the
historic marshland which once covered the zone. The influence of the Humber Estuary
can be seen in many parts of the zone, especially in the maritime character of the
major settlement, Barton-upon-Humber.

Legibility
1.8.44 At the present time, the settlement pattern in this zone retains much of its historic
character, with a mixture of nucleated medieval settlements and dispersed isolated
farms. However, the character of the towns and villages in the zone may in the future
be lost if ‘ribbon development’ and outward growth are not contained.

1.8.47 The historic settlements in the zone occupy two distinct lines running parallel to the
shore. The eastern line, from Habrough to East Halton, is notable for the survival of
several moated sites and areas of deserted village earthworks. The western line, from
Ulceby to Barton, follows the main road through the zone. The historic cores are
readily identifiable in most settlements, despite the encroachment of modern
development. This is mainly due to the use of locally-produced brick and pantile in the
construction of historic buildings.

1.8.45 The rural landscape retains a high degree of legibility of planned enclosure
landscapes, especially around Waltham and Humberston. Further field boundary loss
may cause this type of landscape to be eroded, and much of the zone is occupied by
large modern fields formed by this process of consolidation.

1.8.48 Away from the main settlements, isolated farmsteads are evenly distributed across the
character zone, also typically constructed of brick. Many are associated with
redundant outbuildings in varying states of decrepitude. In some cases these have
been replaced by modern barns and sheds, but in most cases there is a mix of types,
creating a jumbled, utilitarian character.

Character Zone NOM1
The Humber Bank within the Northern Marshes Character Area

1.8.49 The major town within the character zone is Barton-upon-Humber, situated in the north
of the character zone. At its heart, Barton remains largely unchanged from the
nineteenth century. The haven, to the north of the town centre, retains much of the
character of its maritime origins, including the Ropewalk, an active boatyard and the
former customs house.

ARS sub-province: CLNSC
Natural
Areas:

England

National

Character

41 Humber Estuary

1.8.50 The bank of the Humber to the east and west of the haven is heavily influenced by the
former brick and tile industry, with former clay pits having been reused as nature
reserves and for watersport facilities. Towards the edges of the town, modern
residential and industrial developments have been constructed in recent years.

42 Lincolnshire Coast and Marshes
43 Lincolnshire Wolds

1.8.51 There are two former RAF airfields within the character zone, at North Killingholme
and Goxhill. Both of these are in use as industrial estates, but retain such features as
hangars and runways in identifiable forms.

Total area: 112.4 km²
Percentage of Regional Character Area:
39.9%

Historic Landscape Evolution
1.8.52 Although the drainage of this zone dates from the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries,
there were active settlements and farming systems in place by the time of the
Domesday survey. From the surviving place-names, these appear to be an even mix
of Anglo-Saxon and Danish foundations.

Percentage of Overall Project Area: 1.61%
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1.8.53 Although much of the coastal area would have comprised low-lying salt-marsh, the
area between the two lines of settlement is generally higher, and appears from relict
ridge and furrow earthworks to have been part of an open-field farming regime. The
salt-marsh to the east would have provided common grazing land for sheep and cattle.
1.8.54 In the early part of the twelfth century, Thornton Abbey was established on a
promontory of slightly higher ground, at approximately 8 m above sea level, which at
the time would have been isolated on the edge of the coastal marshes. It is also
possible that some of the isolated farmsteads identified within the zone were founded
at this time as granges attached to the relevant monastic estate. Some of these
granges were probably enclosed, perhaps for the purposes of livestock rearing.
1.8.55 The zone was subject to planned enclosure and drainage in the eighteenth and
nineteenth centuries, and much of this survives now, along with its associated isolated
farmsteads. The post Second World War period saw the consolidation and
enlargement of many of the fields within the character zone by the removal of some of
the field boundaries.
Legibility
1.8.56 Legibility of the medieval landscape is evident in the survival of the settlement pattern
with historic settlement cores still retain much of their historic character and local
building materials. A number of earthwork sites which represent former monasteries
and medieval high status residences are locally highly legible. Within the landscape,
elements of the wider influence of these establishments are apparent in the high
legibility of early enclosures, which have been subsumed into later planned
fieldscapes, and centred on certain isolated farmsteads.
1.8.57 Much of the planned character of the landscape survives to the present day. In some
cases the eighteenth century field pattern remains largely unchanged. Where field
boundaries have been removed in modern times, the underlying rectilinear character
is usually identifiable from field drains.
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