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Agricultural land in England and Wales is graded between 1

~=-] and 5, depending on the extent to which physical or chemical
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characteristics impose long-term limitations on agricultural use.
Grade 1 land is excellent quality agricultural land with very minor
or no limitations to agricultural use, and Grade 5 is very poor
quality land, with severe limitations due to adverse soil
characteristics, relief, climate or a combination of these.

Grade 3 land is subdivided into Subgrade 3a (good quality land)
and Subgrade 3b (moderate quality land). Grades 1, 2 and 3a
are defined as best and most versatile (BMV) land
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